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Principal Pascal’s  

Perspective... 

Is It December Already? 

    Welcome to December!  It’s hard to believe we’re already about a third of the way 
through the school year. This month tends to be one of the most exciting months of 
the year for most of our kids (after September and June) as they look forward to    
winter concerts, winter celebrations, and the upcoming winter break.  
 

    For those celebrating holidays this season, it is a fitting time for all of us to teach 
our students to be thankful and show them the value of generosity and kindness. This 
is also the month that we have a large number of days out of school. I encourage  
families to use this time to bond more with our kids and to continue helping our  
children in their learning. There are a lot of fun ways to prevent a “winter break slide” 
and help to reinforce skills students are learning in school. 
 

      We can read with our kids or share stories with each other. We can use numbers 
and measurements when we prepare ingredients to cook our favorite dishes. If you 
need suggestions for appropriately leveled books for your child to read, you can ask 
your child’s teacher for recommendations and/or ask for books that your child can 
take home and borrow during the holidays. You may encourage your children to  
practice writing “thank you” notes to family members and friends for gifts received. We 
can let our children keep a journal, especially if traveling, and let them write what they 
are doing each day.  They can use descriptive language to describe things they see, 
hear, taste, and experience. The best way to teach our kids is by example. We need 
to continue nurturing and sharpening their brains in order to be ready for when they 
come back to school in January.  
 

    We continue to appreciate and thank you for your continued support in all of our  
endeavors to ensure your child’s academic success. Have a wonderful break and 
happy holidays to those who are celebrating.  See you in January! 
 

 
    Mitch Pascal 



                    November was a busy month in  
   Preschool. We learned about         
             Thanksgiving, turkeys and made 
   cornucopia out of sugar cones!  In   
         Math we are learning to rote count and 
beginning to make sets/groups of objects. Our    
pattern this month is ABAB. We are continuing to 
work on sequencing the letters of the alphabet and 
beginning to assign beginning sounds to letters in 
Language Arts. As we enter the holiday season, 
please keep the preschool in mind as you may be 
“cleaning up and eliminating” gently used toys and 
other classroom materials. The preschool always 
appreciates donations!  See a staff member with 
any questions.  Thank you! 
 

     In Kindergarten we are learning about Seasons 
of Light and are looking forward to our  
play on December 20th!  In Math students  
have started learning addition and will be  
working on subtraction this month. Ms.  
Egan is working with Kindergarten this  
month on some wonderful seasonal STEAM  
and Outdoor Learning lessons. If you have not sent 
an extra change of weather-appropriate clothes 
please do so.  Also with the cold weather it is very 
helpful for students to practice zipping, buttoning, 
and putting gloves/mittens on independently. Happy 
Holidays!  
 

              First Grade is excited to welcome the 
     month of December!  We will continue to   
     explore the concept of Past & Present, but 
        this month as it relates to traditions,  
       many of which come from the countries 
from which our ancestors hail.  Our Science focus 
will shift to trees.  Deciduous or evergreen, they all 
have tree “parts” - roots, trunks, branches, and 
leaves.  We will learn the functions of each.  In  
Language Arts we are learning about different types 
of words.  We began with nouns and will move on 
to adjectives and verbs.  We are currently tackling 
story problems in Math and various  
strategies to solve them.  This  
month we bid farewell to Tomie  
dePaola and say  hello to Jan  
Brett. We continue to function as  
one big, happy first grade family!  

     November was the month of feeling appreciative 
for our many blessings.  Well, the Second Grade 
community is certainly thankful for all support and 
encouragement we’ve received from our  
many specialists at Tuckahoe.  For  
example, Mrs. Reilly and Ms. Lunn helped  
to inspire a geometrical/symmetrical  
project that is now on display in our  
2nd grade hallway (look for “Patterns, 
Patterns, Everywhere”).  Ms. Allen, our ITC, kicked 
off Google Classroom and is guiding a “favorite 
book” project using our iPads. Ms. Nisco hosted a 
thrilling scavenger hunt with the students in the  
library that was connected to our study of non-

fiction writing and its components. Finally, it was 
hard not to hear the enthusiasm and excitement 
pouring from the classrooms as Mrs. Egan, our 
STEAM teacher, engaged learners in a roller coast-
er design activity inspired by our science unit on 
Engineering and Technology. We thank these out-
standing teachers for helping to make our Novem-
ber such a memorable one!  As December ap-
proaches, we are eager to sink our teeth into new 
content such as economics and mathematical story 
problems. We will continue working with Google 
Classroom to finish book projects and present with-
in our community.  Finally, some of the 2nd graders 
will be visiting Powhatan Nursing Home to share 
holiday songs and festive cheer (a second visit is 
planned for the spring). We certainly have lots to 
look forward to in the days ahead. 
 
      The second quarter of school has started off 
strong for the Third Grade.  We have finished our 
study of maps & globes in Social Studies.  The  
        children enjoyed demonstrating their     
               knowledge by creating a “newly found 
            location” in the world, describing it  
   Using directional words, as well as  
   writing about what can be found in  
         their new place.  We have now turned 
our attention back to Science and will be studying 
animal and plant lifecycles.  In Math we continue to 
work on our fact fluency and mastery using the  
Reflex Math program on our I-pads. Students have 
definitely gained speed, accuracy and confidence in 
their skills since beginning this program a couple of 
weeks ago.  We will continue to work on addition 
and subtraction facts until Winter Break.  At that 
time we will switch over to multiplication and  
division facts.  Our unit on rounding has finished, 
and we will be spending the next couple of weeks 
on comparing numbers, money skills, as well as 
gathering data and creating graphs.  Writing  
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                          The Art department continues 
   to foster creative thinking, with our  
       seasonally themed artworks. As  
       we look at nature and holidays  
       during this season, students are 
learning how to manipulate lines, shapes, colors, 
and space, to creatively express themselves. Stu-
dents at all levels work with a variety of 2-D & 3-D 
materials to foster their art-making skills. Ask your 
child how he or she made their artwork when it 
comes home!  We want to thank the PTA for sup-
porting our program with a teacher grant, which 
funded a class set of Etch-A-Sketches!  Also, Origi-
nal Art orders will be arriving in December. Happy 
Holidays to our Tuckahoe families! 
           
     The PE department wants to  
give a BIG THANK YOU! to all the  
4th grade parents that helped out at  
the Yorktown Pool. The 4th graders  
are finishing up their swimming & water safety  
lessons this first full week of December and we 
hope they had fun & learned how to be safe in or 
around water.  Over the past month 3rd, 4th, and 
5th grades have been working on throwing & catch-
ing skills. They have learned how to move in open 
space while evading a defender to receive a pass 
from their teammates. These skills were then       
applied to the games Catch-5 & Topple Ball.  For 
      the next few weeks these upper    
          grade students are working on  
              basketball skills & shooting games.
          Over the past few weeks students in 
      grades K-2 have been working on 
   under/over hand throwing along with 
rolling/bowling skills. They have been jumping rope 
and learning how to pace themselves to develop 
their cardiorespiratory endurance by playing a 
game called “1-or-2 Lap Cup Stack.” Over the next 
few weeks they will be working on ball dribbling 
skills & basketball shooting techniques. 
       
         In Spanish, students are working 
         on different aspects of el calendario, 
         from learning the basic days of the  
   week, months of the year and  
                 seasons vocabulary, to describing 
their favorite day of the week, giving their birthday  

month, and describing the activities they enjoy in 
each season.  Students ready for extensions   
learned a little about different holidays celebrated 
throughout the Spanish-speaking world, from the 
festival of San Juan in Puerto Rico every junio to 
the running of the bulls in Pamplona, Spain in julio.  
 

        It's hard to believe that the
      holiday season is upon us! It is  
      the most exciting and the busiest 
            time of the year for us!  This  
            month in Music we will be show-
casing our 4th and 5th grade students’  musical  
talents!  Please join us on December 12 & 13 for 
our annual Winter Concerts that will feature the 
Tuckahoe orchestra, band,  
chorus and the Orff ensem- 

ble. We are really fortunate  
to work with such wonderful  
and hard-working kids and  
their supportive parents!  Our most sincere gratitude 
and appreciation goes to the 5th grade parents who 
have volunteered to help us during the Monday 
night concert, and a big shout out to Kelly Rindfusz, 
Liz Crescioli, and Susan McGinty for making the 
programs!  We are wishing you a very happy and 
peaceful holiday season and look forward to seeing 
many of you very soon! 
 

 

 

 

 

     There are lots of fun and interesting things    
happening in the Library this December!  From 
learning the ins and outs of the research database 
eLibrary, to kicking off the March Book Madness 
title selection with a challenge to read 16 novels (or 
picture books) by March 1st, the next few weeks will 
be full of activities that encourage reading and 
thoughtful research. In addition, our Caldecott Club 
is in full swing, meeting Wednesdays during 4th and 
5th grade lunch periods. This is a great time for   
students to learn about and consider the way art 
and illustration can successfully, and often beauti-
fully, tell a story. Please encourage  
your 4th or 5th grade student to  
attend. If you’re looking for gift   
ideas, the NY Times list of Not- 
able Children’s Books of 2016  
is a great place to start:  
http://tinyurl.com/hk492or.  
Happy Holidays!  
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    Welcome from the PTA!  Our PTA officers this year 
are: 
Jennifer Bauer, President - jenbauerpta@gmail.com 

Jacquie Ebert, Vice President  
Tim Riordan, Secretary 
Tammy Stember, Treasurer - tuckahoetreasurer@ 
gmail.com 

 

Our grade level Liaisons: 
Annette Naltchayan - Kindergarten nettynal@gmail.com 

Cathy Jones - 1st Grade cathleen.m.jones@gmail.com 

Leigh Taylor - 2nd Grade  kleightaylor@yahoo.com 

Nadia Facey - 3rd Grade  nncfacey@gmail.com 

Ashley Callen - 4th Grade  ashcallen@gmail.com 

Shalla Ross  5th Grade  shalla.ross@verizon.net 
    
     Nothing we do would happen without a lot of volunteer 
effort, and if every family adopts just one activity or event, 
we have plenty of people to maintain the great traditions 
of Tuckahoe while not overwhelming anybody.  
     Things like the PTA directory, the PTA school supply 
orders, even the clothes the PTA buys for the front office 
so if your student has a wardrobe malfunction at school 
there is a non-embarrassing solution, all do not happen 
without the effort of somebody.  So this year, decide 
where and when your family wants to contribute. We wel-
come your help as much as we look forward to  
getting to know you and welcoming you to get more  
involved with your community here at Tuckahoe. 
    Our next PTA meeting is tomorrow evening, December 
6, at 7:00PM in the library, where we’ll learn more about 
the Outdoor Lab. I look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Jen Bauer 
PTA President 
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                    Turns out, cranberries not only make 
     a great  sauce for Thanksgiving, they 
     are also packed with science, which K & 
     5th  grade students recently explored. 
     First graders recently donated their   
sizable potato harvest to AFAC, while 2nd graders engi-
neered roller coasters, and 5th graders made com-
passes in fun STEAM activities. Third graders made 
connections between animal adaptations and the  
human inventions they inspired, while 4th & 5th grade 
Schoolyard Stewards participated in Journey North by 
planting hundreds of tulips. Upcoming STEAM lessons 
being planned with teachers at various grade levels 
include the topics of astronomy, pyramids, energy, and 
adaptations. Last, but not least, a big thank you to all 
the volunteers who helped run 9 nature-based outdoor 
Expeditions for 5th graders recently!  
   

Classroom News continued from page 2... 
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informational pieces had been part of our focus in Lan-
guage Arts.  Each child is learning how to organize his or 
her pieces, and write small chapters on their topics.  
Word Study, cursive handwriting, and reading compre-
hension continue to be worked on daily as well.  We are 
looking forward to these next 3 weeks to strengthen our 
skills across the curriculum, and build upon both our aca-
demic and behavioral successes to date.  On December 
21

st
 the London  Centre for Brass Rubbings will be with 

us for their annual visit. The Centre will explain the art 
and history of brass rubbing to the children, and then 
help them create their own rubbings.  Please be on the 
lookout for additional information coming home about 
this program. 

 

     Fourth graders are working with shapes, lines, 
line segments, and rays in our geometry unit. We are 
learning all about polygons and transformations. Geome-
try will wrap up after our unit test on the 9th,  
and then we will start multi-digit multiplication.  
Our mathematicians continue to impress us  
each day!  We are well into our space unit in  
Science. We have already learned about the  
sun, Earth, and Moon. We researched each and  
created travel brochures to convince an alien to travel to 
our solar system! Looking ahead in December, we will 
finish our space unit by learning about the eight planets 
of our solar system. The 4th grade classes had an      
     enlightening visit by a historian 
     portraying John Smith of  
     Jamestown fame. Among many
      other artifacts, students were 
     able to try on armor and smell
      blocks of tea that were popular 
     in the 17th century. Fourth  
graders are now revving up for the annual Geography 
Bee, as preliminary rounds take place this month in  
preparation for next month’s school finals. We are  
focusing on opinion writing during Language Arts, and 
sneaking in some poetry too! We’re growing our vocabu-
lary through Latin stems and robust word studies. We 
are continuing to read books of different genres to fulfil 
40 Book Challenge requirements and strengthening our 
comprehension skills. Our 4th grade chorus and instru-
mental concert will be held the night of December 13th at 
7:00 pm. We are looking forward to a night of wonderful 
music. We are also excited for our  
field trip to the Udvar-Hazy Center,  
a part of the Smithsonian National  
Air and Space Museum, on  
December 14th. Winter Cinema  
will be held on December 21st! It  
is a 4th grade tradition. More information about that will 
be sent home as the winter break approaches. The 4th 
grade team wishes you a wonderful holiday season! 
We’ll see you back in 2017!  

continued page 5... 
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     We’ve had a busy fall so far in Fifth Grade, and 
we’re excited about taking on our winter studies in 
             quarter two!  In Math, all classes are 
            learning about whole numbers and 
          decimals, including using operations 
          and finding equivalent relationships 
        between fractions and decimals.  In 
Science, we  are beginning our unit on sound, 
where we are investigating how sound is transmit-
ted through different forms of matter, in addition to 
other characteristics of sound. Social Studies brings 
us to Ancient Egypt where students are learning 
about Egyptian Pharaohs and their accomplish-
ments. We will soon be talking about daily life in  
Ancient Egypt and will end our studies with the clas-
sic, “Pharaoh Rap Battle.”  In reading, our classes 
are continuing with their literature circles where they 
discuss their shared novels.  Our writing unit for 
quarter two focuses on researched-based argument 
writing. We are editing our letters to Mr. Pascal   
regarding whether or not chocolate milk should be 
served at schools. Things are sweet in fifth grade! 
(Editorial Note: Mr. Pascal doesn’t actually make the 
decision about the serving of chocolate milk�) 

Those Nasty Creatures 
 

There likely would be no love lost if lice were no long-
er around. Unfortunately that’s not the case, and lice 
are found at some point in every elementary school. 
Just the mention of the word tends to make most peo-
ple itchy. While the identification of lice can be upset-
ting and challenging to remove, there should not be as 
much stigma associated with lice as there was in the 
past. Many households have their time with this nui-
sance, including my own about 10 years ago. Fortu-
nately my own hairline prevents much of the riskJ 

 

As there have been questions, I thought it was time to 
share and clarify the current lice policy, based on pro-
tocols from the School Health Department: 

♦ Schools do not perform mass screenings of 
groups of students. 

♦ Letters are not sent to the entire school com-
munity if cases of lice are identified. 

♦ Parents are notified if their child is found to 
have lice or nits with resources for treatment 
provided. 

♦ A letter will be sent to families in a classroom 
when a second case of lice has been report-
ed. 

♦ It’s recommended that when parents discover 
lice at home they should contact both the 
teacher and the school clinic. Due to con-
cerns for confidentiality, the clinic does not 
automatically identify the teacher unless   
specifically permitted to do so by the parent. 

 

Additional information: 
♦ Head lice are common and not associated 

with any specific health concerns. 
♦ Presence of head lice is not an indication of 

poor hygiene. 
♦ Head lice move by crawling; they cannot hop 

or fly. Head lice are spread by direct contact 
with the hair of an infested person.  

♦ Head lice feet are specially adapted for hold-
ing onto human hair. Head lice would have 
difficulty attaching firmly to smooth or slippery 
surfaces like plastic, metal, polished synthetic 
leathers, and other similar materials. 

♦ Sharing of personal items and clothing should 
be discouraged to prevent further transmis-
sion. This includes hats, scarves, and coats, 
and personal items like combs, brushes, or 
towels. 

 

Answers to frequently asked questions can be found 
at http://health.arlingtonva.us/public-health/school-
health/ or you can contact the school clinic. 

  

     National Computer Science Education Week is 
December 5th-11th.  National Computer Science  
Education Week and the Hour of Code encourage 
the importance of coding in schools. Anyone can 
learn to code. Coding helps students learn math, 
sequencing, and problem solving skills. Tuckahoe 
celebrates Computer Science Education Week by 
participating in an Hour of Code. The Hour of Code 
is when students dedicate one hour of class time to 
learn how to code or program. Tuckahoe’s Hour of 
Code will take place on Friday, December 9th. Each 

grade level will be participating at a different time 
throughout the day with a variety of online coding 
applications. This is a fantastic way for your Slider to 
practice problem solving and mathematical skills. 
This is also a great way to encourage your Slider to 
practice coding at home.  Check out the code.org 
website for age appropriate coding activities at 
https://hourofcode.com/us/learn. To kick off the 
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Thought of the Month:  

♦ December 6:  PTA Meeting, 7:00PM in Library    

♦ December 7:  Elementary Early Release, 
1:26pm 

♦ December 9:  Hour of Code 

♦ December 12: Gr. 5 Winter Concert, 7:00pm 

♦ December 13: Gr. 4 Winter Concert, 7:00pm 

♦ December 20: Kgn. Seasons of Light, 2:30pm 

♦ December 22-January 2: Winter Break, school 
and office will be closed.   

♦ January 3: PTA Meeting, 7:00pm 

♦ January 6: Geography Bee, 2:00pm 

             “When there’s snow on 

the ground, I like to pretend I’m 
walking on clouds.”   

                  ~~Takayuki Ikkaku,  

                    writer 

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 
6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!  

Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  
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Are you traveling over the winter break?  
Take your Tuckahoe Rocks bumper  
sticker with you and snap a picture 
wherever you find yourself to be!  We 
still have our board up in the front office 

and will continue to add pictures 
throughout the year. 

Take me with you 

and take our  

picture together! 

 

 

 

 

 

Hour of Code, Arlington Public Schools is hosting a 
Global Hour of Code tonight, December 5th, from 
7:00pm-8:30 pm at the Arlington Career Center. 
This is an APS community event for everyone - all 
levels, all ages. So, grab a device (iPad or laptop) 
and code during Global Hour of Code. 

Tech News continued from page 5.. 
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From the Tuckahoe Elementary Family 
to yours, have a wonderful winter 
break and a happy holiday season! 


