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The Great Homework Debate 

 

 Discussions on educational topics ebb and flow over time, but the one we’re currently hearing a good 
deal of chatter around is homework.  Before the school year began and news articles on the issue  
were being published, I shared with staff that homework was a topic we’d be exploring this year.  
I can argue both sides of the issue, and like many others, I don’t think there will ever be unanimity  
on the topic.  As it is, I’ve already had parents ask this year if we were doing away with homework  
completely, and others ask why their children don’t have more homework. 
 

 In framing the discussion with staff, I reiterated that I was not going to make an executive decision at the 
start of the year on whether or not homework would be assigned.  I want the staff to have ownership over the 
discussion and come to consensus on what it is we will recommend as a school community. Just as there are 
differing opinions among parents, so are there among teachers.  We’ve looked at research and shared ideas on 
both sides of the topic.  In the conversations we’ve had so far, I asked staff to consider some of the following 
questions: 

♦ Is there greater achievement due to homework?  

♦ Are kids demonstrating greater responsibility and time management skills as a result of home-
work? 

♦ Do the positive effects, both from your experiences and those stated (in the articles we read) 
outweigh the negatives raised from the research? 

As we do our own action research this year, we already talked about some general guidelines for homework.  
We discussed that grade levels need to be consistent in how they assign homework.  We talked about assigning 
homework thoughtfully, so that tasks are geared toward application of content, authentic experiences, and not 
busy work.  We talked about adhering to APS policy. 

 Here are some of my takeaways as we’ve delved into the topic of homework: 

♦ We are unlikely to get full agreement among all staff and parents. 

♦ I haven’t found anyone that disagrees with the idea that students should be reading every 
night. And while it may seem like an issue of semantics, asking students to read is homework. 
No  schools have truly gone to a no homework policy. 
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     The Preschool has been busy learning 
         how to care for the courtyard critters! The 
          turtles are becoming our “friends” and  
            will swim to us as we drop their food   
       pellets into the water!  In music, we have 
learned new songs about our body parts. We enjoy 
singing them throughout the day too. We completed 
our Original Arts project with Ms Sloate. Order forms 
will be sent home for those interested in purchasing 
our handmade items. Mr. Corkins and Mr. Ferratt 
have taught us fun songs, the Freeze Dance and   
Animal Action are our favorites. We have also learned 
how to use the stomp boards!  We have begun our 
beginning of the year assessments. So if you see us 
sitting in the hallway with Ms. Robin, we are working 
on showing how much we know about letters and 
numbers. As always, please feel free to stop by and 
say Hello! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     In Kindergarten we are learning about the many 
changes that fall brings. Currently we are  
learning about the parts of an apple and the  
life cycle of an apple tree. We will soon  
begin learning about leaves, patterns in  
nature, and pumpkins.  In math, we have  
been working on counting and comparing sets of  
objects.  
 

     The month of October is a very exciting month for 
First Graders!  We are enjoying harvesting, cook-
ing, and eating crops from the garden!  We’ll end our 
 harvesting unit by celebrating at Cox Farm. In 
 recognition of Fire Safety Week we will be  
 visiting the fire station.  In October we say 
 goodbye to Kevin Henkes, our September  
      Author of the Month, and hello to Eric    
     Carle, our October Author of the Month.   
 

     What do tapirs, parrots, monkeys, and tree frogs all 
have in common?   They are all Second Graders  
who are working hard in the classrooms of  
Tuckahoe!  This month, second graders have  
been applying addition strategies to increase  
fluency of math facts.  To help with this,  
they’ve played a variety of math games  
including 4-In-A-Row, Uncover, and Go Fish.  As  
scientists, we have explored various tools that are  

used to observe and measure items found in nature. 
As writers, readers, and patriotic citizens, we have 
learned about the election process and how  
candidates will soon face off in the Presidential  
Election of 2016.  Finally, the biggest excitement in  
the rainforest has been the arrival of iPads!  A variety 
of apps have already been introduced and more will 
be forthcoming.  Just this week, many of the second 
graders were introduced to the Destiny Quest app 
which allows a student to browse his or her library  
account as well as search for specific books or within 
content areas.  It is even possible to keep a running 
list of books read and to create book reviews as 
well.   In the words of more than one 2nd grader: 
AWESOME! 
 

     Third Grade is eager to go on our first  
field trips of the year.  We will first visit the  
local planetarium and then venture to the  
great outdoors for a day trip at the Outdoor  
Lab.  We are wrapping up learning about  
number sense with place value and we will be  
moving through patterns and story problems through-
out the month.  Students are using manipulatives to 
help gain a more enriched math curriculum. We  
continue to push students to silently read as they  
arrive in the morning, so please come prepared with a 
book to enjoy while you wait for the school day to 
begin.  We look forward to meeting with our parents 
by the end of the week at fall conferences.   
 

   The first quarter is well underway, as  
        is our learning! We are having a great  
        time soaking up new knowledge in Fourth 
          Grade. In math, we’re working with  
         place value, rounding, inequality, and 
multi-step word problems. In science, students are 
continuing their exploration of weather through a  
variety of science experiments, research, and an  
upcoming storm project. In social studies, students will 
experience the Fall Line and the history of early  
exploration of VA. Our upcoming trip to Great Falls will 
provide our explorers with not only a geographic  
perspective but a historical context for what they’re 
learning. Fourth graders have also been challenged to 
read 40 books by the end of the school year. This is 
not a contest or a competition, but rather a personal 
challenge for each student. The challenge will expand 
students’ reading lives, and increase their compe-
tence, confidence, and reading motivation through 
daily participation in classroom reading communities. 
To be a strong reader, you must practice reading  
poetry, fiction, nonfiction, graphic novels – a little bit of 
everything! This challenge will have 4th graders  
picking books of their choice to meet assigned catego-
ries and will have them sampling all types of text! Talk 
to your child about this challenge. Let’s get reading!    
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PreK enjoying the 
courtyard with 
Mrs. Egan! 



                      With the season of fall well  
      underway, the Art Department will 
      be focusing on different mediums  
      to create fall themed artwork.    
      Students will be working with     
                 still-life, reference drawings, clay, 
oil pastel, and paint. Students are also finishing up 
their “Original Works” projects for the PTA fundrais-
er.  Be on the lookout for fun fall projects heading 
your way!   
 

    Our space-themed Music  
unit was a big success with  
the students! Along with  
listening and analyzing a  
selection of “unearthly” music (The Planets, Thus 
Spoke Zarathustra, music from Star Wars), the  
students used their favorite props (parachute, 
steady beat sabers/boomwhackers, and others) to 
play along. Some classes even held a parade of 
planets!  In celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, 
students are learning songs and games from Latin 
America, such as Mi Cuerpo, Los Poliitos, Chu Chu 
Wa, and Riquirran.  In the coming weeks, students 
will examine how music is connected to Literature 
and Language Arts. In addition, as we approach 
Halloween, we will hear some spooky stories,  
poems, and tales, and find out how composers 
used them as an inspiration to create hauntingly 
beautiful musical compositions.  Attention 5th grade 
families: Students are invited to audition for the 
Elementary Honors Chorus on October 26th and 
27th. If interested, you can find all the information 
and register at https://www.apsva.us/elementary-

school-honors-chorus/. Please check the Friday 
Folders for a message from your music teacher. 
 

            As fall weather approaches  
       the Physical Education staff is  
         looking forward to having  
         students outside when possible, 
so please remind your child to wear proper foot-
wear for all PE days.  Also, as the weather be-
comes cooler, students should wear warm-layered 
clothing instead of bulky coats and parkas.  We 
hope that all of our Tuckahoe students participate in 
our Toe Token Program.  Please encourage your 
child to be physically active and eat a nutritious diet  

loaded with fresh fruits and vegetables outside of 
school.  Check the Tuckahoe Elementary School 
website, under the Physical Education page, for 
more details and information about the program.  
 

     We have had a great start and  
are looking forward to helping all  
of our students progress in their  
knowledge of Spanish this year.  
In Spanish class, students are  
working on greetings, introductions,  
and feelings. Students will move on to describing 
their community, family, and friends later this 
month. 
 

 

 

 

 

    Things are moving right along in the Library.  
Pre-K and Kindergarteners are learning their way 
around and choosing some really great titles to take 
home, while first graders are getting reacquainted 
and placing lots of holds on our Minecraft, Dance 
Class, and Plants vs. Zombies series. Second and 
third graders have been learning to explore the  
library virtually, using the Destiny Quest app and 
arriving at the library on checkout day with saved 
lists of all the books they want to read on their 
iPads. Fourth and fifth graders are eagerly checking 
out new fiction and non-fiction titles, gearing up for 
their 40-book challenge. We are looking forward to 
all the wonderful stories and colors Fall will bring! 
Happy Reading! 
 

     Such an exciting month in the  
            Discovery Schoolyard! First  
            graders have harvested and tasted  
            acorn squash, carrots, and zucchini. 
Third graders have continued the tradition of  
planting crops for donation to AFAC. Radish,  
lettuce, turnip, and chard sprouts are now emerging 
in their beautiful ‘Plot Against Hunger’ container 
garden. The brand new 5th grade Green Team start-
ed meeting on Fridays. They have already done 
amazing work in the schoolyard and will be garden-
ing and learning about science and nature topics 
throughout the year. Schoolyard Stewards has also 
begun for grades K-5; to learn more about this  
program, including how to volunteer, please click: 
https://goo.gl/53k35g. 
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Perspective continued from page 1... 
 

♦ I hear from many about other schools doing away 
with homework.  The recent Arl Now article      
discussed Oakridge and Ashlawn, which have 
begun to focus on reading and related activities as 
the basis of their homework program.  This also 
came after a year of study and discussion with 
their staffs.  All principals completed a survey ask-
ing about homework assignments.  Of the remain-
ing schools, Discovery indicated reading at K-2 
and math/LA homework at grades 3-5.  Taylor is 
piloting a reading only structure at grade 2.  The     
majority of my colleagues offered, “Students are 
assigned homework in a variety of subjects within 
the guidelines of APS homework policy.” 

 

So yes, there is research that speaks to little advan- 
tage of homework in the elementary grades. Those on 
the other side suggest that without any elementary 
homework, students will be unprepared for homework 
in middle school.  Others offer that homework gives 
parents and students time to connect and discuss 
what’s being learned in class. 
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     Welcome from the PTA!  Our PTA officers this year 
are: 
Jennifer Bauer, President - jenbauerpta@gmail.com 

Jacquie Ebert, Vice President  
Tim Riordan, Secretary 

Tammy Stember, Treasurer - tuckahoetreasur-
er@gmail.com 

 

Our grade level Liaisons: 
Annette Naltchayan - Kindergarten nettynal@gmail.com 

Cathy Jones - 1st Grade cathleen.m.jones@gmail.com 

Leigh Taylor - 2nd Grade  kleightaylor@yahoo.com 

Nadia Facey - 3rd Grade  nncfacey@gmail.com 

Ashley Callen - 4th Grade  ashcallen@gmail.com 

Shalla Ross  5th Grade  shalla.ross@verizon.net 
 

    Our first big event is going to come up quickly which 
is Harvest Fest the evening of Oct 21.  This is a fund-
raiser and social activity for the whole school. Pizza and 
treats will be on sale in the multipurpose room, an  
obstacle course in the gym, a cakewalk on the stage, 
and an amazing Haunted House production by the 5th 
grade in the 1st grade hallway.  Along with Harvest Fest, 
the PTA does many activities and fundraisers through-
out the year that support teacher grants, the Discovery 
Schoolyard and student and teacher activities at Tucka-
hoe.  I would ask that every family either contribute to 
the no pain fundraiser when you join the PTA and  
update your directory information, or decide as a family 
to choose one of our many activities/events and donate 
some volunteer time towards making that event happen.  
     Nothing we do would happen without a lot of volun-
teer effort, and if every family adopts just one activity or 
event, we have plenty of people to maintain the great 
traditions of Tuckahoe while not overwhelming anybody.  
     Things like the PTA directory, the PTA school supply 
orders, even the clothes the PTA buys for the front office 
so if your student has a wardrobe malfunction at school 
there is a non-embarrassing solution, all do not happen 
without the effort of somebody.  So this year, decide 
where and when your family wants to contribute. We 
welcome your help as much as we look forward to  
getting to know you and welcoming you to get more  
involved with your community here at Tuckahoe. 
    Our next PTA meeting is October 4 at 7:00PM in the 
library, where we’ll be joined by School Board member 
Dr. Barbara Kanninen and have a presentation on our 
Discovery Schoolyard by our Outdoor Learning Coordi-
nator, Mrs. Egan. I look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Jen Bauer 
PTA President 
    

Classroom News continued from page 2... 
 
      Tuckahoe Fifth Graders have had a busy start to the 
year!  In September we really got to know our new 
classmates and are now familiar with our  
daily routines and schedules. In reading  
we began our 40 book challenge, and will  
continue to challenge ourselves to read 

books in different genres throughout the  
year. In writing we are embarking on our journey of  
narrative writing and have been learning how to brain-
storm like writers. In math class we are learning about 
prime and composite numbers, multiplication and  
division fact fluency, variables and order of operations. 
Science class brings us into the world of matter, 
and we are using our knowledge of the scientific method 
to experiment with different forms of matter. We will 
even begin learning about atoms, elements, and the  
periodic table!  In social studies, we wrapped up our 
study of early humans, and have moved on to Mesopo-
tamia, where we will discover the elements that make up 
early civilization. For more information on what is going 
on in our classrooms, please refer to the monthly calen-
dar sent home with your child. Please be sure to have 
your child show you how he or she accesses Google 
Classroom from home if they have not done so already. 
Follow us on twitter at @TuckahoeGrade5 for pictures 
and moments captured throughout each day’s activities! 
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Thought of the Month:  

♦ October 4:  Fall Pictures  

♦ October 4:  PTA Meeting, 7:00PM in Library.     
Special guest, Tuckahoe School Board Liaison 
Dr. Barbara Kanninen, and Discovery 
Schoolyard presentation by Mrs. Egan.  

♦ October 5:  Walk & Bike to School Day 

♦ October 6 & 7:  Parent & Teacher Conferences, 
No School for Students  

♦ October 10:  Columbus Day Holiday, No School 
for Students 

♦ October 21:  Harvest Fest, 6:30PM-9:00PM 

♦ October 26:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

♦ October 28:  Halloween Parade, 2:00PM 

             “Teaching kids to  
count is fine, but teaching them 
what counts is best.”   

                  ~~Bob Talber, columnist

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!    

 Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  
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Perspective continued from page 4� 

 
So the issue of homework is really quite complex. As 
mentioned earlier, we were already poised to have the 
conversation this year.  We will continue to discuss 
and examine our practices and decide what works 
best for Tuckahoe students. We’re working to ensure 
homework completion, or lack thereof, is not used as a 
punishment. We never want students to spend an  
inordinate amount of time on homework, and have  
always encouraged parents to contact teachers if this 
is the case. As we continue to dialogue throughout the 
year, I’m happy to provide updates as we go. Thank 
you, as always, for your support as we continue our 
work exploring this timely topic. 

Are you traveling over the long  
weekend?  Take your Tuckahoe Rocks 
bumper sticker with you and snap a  

picture wherever you find yourself to be!  
We still have our board up in the front 
office and will continue to add pictures 

throughout the year. 


