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     Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year, and the our first issue of Tuckahoe Times!  We’ll publish the 
first Monday of each month, with some occasional variations due to holidays. Links to the newsletter will be 
sent through School Talk, on the Tuckahoe web page, and also through our Facebook and Twitter pages.  
 

     We had a great first week of school, and I have enjoyed seeing all our Sliders return and begin in their 
new classrooms. This past Friday we held our annual Back to School Assembly, welcoming all the new 
members to the Tuckahoe family and reviewing school expectations.  We continue to operate under the 
framework of our three R’s, Respect, Responsibility, and Remembering the Rights of Others.   
 

     This year when students arrive to school in the morning and are waiting to enter their classrooms, they 
are asked to read silently.  As families visit the library or look through book shelves at home, students might 
select a book to keep on hand in their backpacks so they have something they can be reading in the  
morning before school. 
 

     Other school wide plans and initiatives for the year build upon those begun last year. The Discovery 
Schoolyard’s outdoor learning spaces look fantastic, thanks in large part to the PTA’s generous support, 
the work of Schoolyard Assistant Andrea Kaplowitz and her crew, the dedication of weekend workday  
volunteers, and the incredible efforts of our Outdoor Learning Coordinator, Mrs. Egan.  We are well 

equipped to facilitate students’ use of the outdoors 
as a context for learning, and plan to continue and 
expand our Schoolyard Stewards and Expeditions 
programming this year.  In addition, one of our 5th 
grade School Service groups, the newly formed 
Green Team, will work with Mrs. Egan to identify 
and complete additional projects to support 
Tuckahoe’s long standing exemplary project. 
 

     Many are aware that I had the privilege to  
travel to Uganda this summer with the Arlington 
Academy of Hope.  I spent time not only learning 
about the country’s geography and culture, but 
also on site with our sister school, Matuwa Prima-
ry.  It truly was the trip of a lifetime and gave me 
tremendous perspective about the way others live.  
It was gratifying to see what has already been  
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We’d like to welcome our newest staff 

members to the Tuckahoe Family! 
 

Courtney Chapman, 1st Grade 
Amy Purnell,  1st Grade 

Jenna Weinberg, Special Education 
Michelle Lunn, Math Coach 

Meredith Allen, ITC 
Samantha Silver, School Psychologist 

 
 

 

Principal Pascal’s  

Perspective... 



      Preschool welcomed 12 new  
         Tuckahoe Sliders back to school! We  
           are excited and looking forward to a 

  fun year of learning. Our focus for   
        the first few weeks will be to explore our 
new environment, make new friends and get used 
to being part of the school wide family.  We are 
looking forward to being the care takers of the 
Courtyard Critters this year–we will be in charge of 
feeding both the turtles and the fish in the pond! We 
are excited to have such an important job. We will 
post pictures as they are available.  Please say  
Hello as you see us pass by in the hallways. We 
love meeting new people! 
 

     We have had a great first week of Kindergarten! 
Students have been busy making new friends, 
meeting all their new teachers, and learning the  
expectations of the classroom and  
Tuckahoe. We are continuing to practice  
routines and procedures as well as playing  
many new games to get to know each  
other better.  Please make sure you are  
checking your child’s daily folder every day and  
also sending it back to school!  Looking forward to a 
great year! 
 

    First Grade is excited to begin a new year.  
This year we have several students and two  
      teachers new to Tuckahoe.  We are   
      enjoying getting to know each other and    
      we are spending time establishing  
         routines and procedures in the  
         classroom. We look forward to a   
  year filled with fun, learning, and discovery. 
 
    The Second Grade Rainforest was thriving with  
activity this week!  Most of our first days  
were spent learning the rules and routines  
of the classrooms. Various activities  
included a “Who Has the Number” game  
to make and meet new friends.  Other  
lessons included math games, summer memory 
writing, election discussion, and indoor/outdoor 
tours of the learning community. Second graders 
were delighted to learn that they are now allowed to 
check out three books vs. two when visiting our 
Tuckahoe Library. Finally, this year the 2nd grade 
community will be leading the valuable service  

project known as Tuckahoe’s Food Bus. This initia-
tive collects and donates surplus food to our friends 
at AFAC as part of their “Back Pack Buddies”  
Program. Please visit AFAC’s site at www.afac.org 
to learn more. Teachers will be introducing this  
program to students and parents in the coming 
weeks.  Hang on tight – it’s certainly going to an 
exciting adventure in the Second Grade Rainforest 
this year! 
 

Welcome to Third Grade!  We were so excited to 
meet all of our new students this week  
and to begin our year of learning and  
growing together.  In all the classes we  
have spent time getting to know each  
other through a variety of different games  
and activities.  We have spent time reviewing  
the expectations for all Tuckahoe Sliders, Respect, 
Responsibility and Remembering the rights of  
others, as well as refreshing our memories of how 
we behave in the hallways and cafeteria.  One of 
the best things about 3rd grade is that we now get 
to go out to Tuckahoe Park for recess.  In order to 
keep everyone safe on the equipment, we took time 
to review the safety rules outside as well. Some of 
our time this first week has also been spent reading 
some fun books in class and getting to check some 
new ones out of the library. This year we will start 
our day with silent reading in the hallway before 
school starts. When we went to the library we  
selected at least one book to keep in our backpacks 
so it is available in the morning. There is a lot of fun 
learning ahead of us all this year and we are excit-
ed for this new journey together. We look forward to 
seeing all the parents at Back to School Night on 
Wednesday to share some of our plans for the year 
ahead. 
     
             We are so excited for this school    
        year in Fourth Grade! We are starting  
         off our year by reviewing expectations  
          and school rules. We are creating 
class constitutions, setting Hopes & Goals for the 
year, and getting to know one another. We are also 
starting to discuss all the responsibilities 4th  
graders have, and setting ourselves up to be more 
independent as the year goes on.  We have a busy 
month ahead. In social studies, you can look  
forward to learning about Virginia geography. We’ll 
explore weather in science class. In math, we are 
working on elapsed time, math talk, problem solving 
skills, and large number addition and subtraction. 
We will be introducing our 40 Book Challenge in 
Language Arts! We are ready to grow our brains!     
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                      The Art department is looking  
      forward to another fun and  
      creative school year!  We will start 
      off the year with the Original  
      Works (OW) fundraiser. Students  
      in all grades will create a drawing 
that families can purchase on OW products (mugs, 
t-shirts, etc.). This year, families can view their 
child’s artwork and place orders online. Artwork  
images can be viewed and superimposed onto the 
OW products, before you purchase. It’s that easy! 
And, how wonderful to have your child’s artwork 
preserved on a variety of objects and surfaces.  
Expect order information to be sent home the first 
week of November, with final products back to 
school the first week of December. Many thanks to 
Allison Glatfelter for coordinating this program with 
the Art Department! 
 
    Welcome back to another  
great musical year! We were  
so excited to see the look of  
joy on the children's faces as  
they entered their music  
rooms for the first time this year!  This year our  
students will go on a quest to explore how music 
relates to other disciplines, such as math, science, 
history, literature, visual arts, philosophy, etc. Our 
theme for this month is Music and Astronomy.  
Students will get to see how outer space inspired 
composers and song writers. And since there is no 
composer more closely associated with outer space 
than Gustav Holst, his composition "The Planets" 
will serve as an inspiration for students to create 
their own space-themed pieces. Much like last year, 
4th and 5th grade students will have the opportunity 
to sing in the school chorus and participate in an 
instrumental program. Please stay tuned for more 
information regarding performance dates, honors 
chorus, and other musical opportunities! 
 
    The Physical Education  
          Department would like to  
         welcome back ALL of our  
         students and families to  
Tuckahoe this year! Please remember that students 
should wear proper footwear and loose, comforta-
ble clothing for PE classes.  Also, our PE staff is  

looking for pictures of your child engaging in  
physical exercise (organized sports events/
practices, hiking, walking, running, swimming, etc.) 
to display on our hallway bulletin board.  Please 
send a copy in with your child and the PE Staff will 
take care of the rest.  We look forward to another 
healthy and active school year!     
 

    In Spanish class, students are  
working on building a positive  
classroom environment that is  
conducive to language learning.  
Soon you should be able to ask  
your student to tell you our five  
class expectations (dame 5) for being an active  
listener in Spanish! We are looking forward to  
getting to know your students, and working to  
ensure that all students are consistently challenged 
in class. Please look for a letter about the FLES 
program and our grading system soon in your  
student’s Friday folder. 
 

 

 

 

    We are so excited to welcome our students back 
to the library! On September 30th we will also be 
welcoming the subject of the book Emmanuel’s 
Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu  
Yeboah, who will meet with all classes. Born  
in Ghana with only one leg, Mr. Yeboah’s  
story is an inspirational account of a young  
boy who overcame physical and societal  
challenges and showed his country that  
disability does not mean inability. To prepare for his  
visit, library classes will hear the story Emmanuel’s 
Dream, a book “filled with messages of courage, 
perseverance, self-reliance, interdependence, and 
respect; messages that teach children that believing 
in oneself is the greatest ability of all.”  
 

      Beautiful cotton plants, acorn  
  squash, mini pumpkins, hyacinth  
  beans, and so much more grew in  
  the Discovery Schoolyard over the 
summer, and will be used in educational activities 
this fall. Already this year, classes have been  
making use of the outdoor classrooms to support 
and inspire learning. Weekly 1st grade garden  
lessons, K-5 Schoolyard Steward activities, and the 
new 5th grade Green Team will all be starting up 
before the end of September. Parents and interest-
ed community members are encouraged to sign up 
for the Schoolyard email list to receive news of 
schoolyard happenings and many volunteer oppor-
tunities. Link to the quick and easy sign-up form: 
https://goo.gl/forms/qGCultofTw4ehdlC3 
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accomplished from our support last year, yet there  
remains tremendous potential.  Our students will 
write letters to the Matuwa students this month be-
fore they head out for their summer break, and our 
5K in November will help support additional projects 
to improve the learning environment for the commu-
nity.  I have shared pictures from my trip with stu-
dents and staff already, and if parents are interested 
in seeing and hearing more, I created a presenta-
tion for parents that will be shared at the November 
1 PTA meeting. 
     We have gotten off to a great start this year, and 
I anticipate a wonderful year for our Sliders.  As was 
the message last year, I believe we are all more 
successful when we maintain open communication 
with one another.  As questions or concerns arise, 
please contact your child’s teacher. More often than 
not, issues can be resolved through a conversation. 
Our staff is committed to doing what is best for our  
children to the best of our ability. Remembering that 
we share that common goal with you can go a long 
way to help us work together productively.  I look 
forward to seeing you on Wednesday evening at 
Back to School Night. 
    

     Welcome Back from the PTA!  We are anticipating a 
great year, we are in good shape financially, and this is 
not an auction year so I am hoping it will be a bit more 
relaxed on the fundraising front.  Our PTA officers this 
year are: 
Jennifer Bauer, President - jenbauerpta@gmail.com 

Jacquie Ebert, Vice President  
Tim Riordan, Secretary 
Tammy Stember, Treasurer - tuckahoetreasur-
er@gmail.com 

 

Our grade level Liaisons: 
Annette Naltchayan - Kindergarten nettynal@gmail.com 

Cathy Jones - 1st Grade cathleen.m.jones@gmail.com 

Leigh Taylor - 2nd Grade  kleightaylor@yahoo.com 

Nadia Facey - 3rd Grade  nncfacey@gmail.com 

Ashley Callen - 4th Grade  ashcallen@gmail.com 

Shalla Ross  5th Grade  shalla.ross@verizon.net 
 

    Our first big event is going to come up quickly which 
is Harvest Fest the evening of Oct 21.  This is a fund-
raiser and social activity for the whole school. Pizza and 
treats will be on sale in the multipurpose room, an  
obstacle course in the gym, a cakewalk on the stage, 
and an amazing Haunted House production by the 5th 
grade in the 1st grade hallway.  Along with Harvest Fest, 
the PTA does many activities and fundraisers through-
out the year that support teacher grants, the Discovery 
Schoolyard and student and teacher activities at Tucka-
hoe.  I would ask that every family either contribute to 
the no pain fundraiser when you join the PTA and  
update your directory information, or decide as a family 
to choose one of our many activities/events and donate 
some volunteer time towards making that event happen.  
     Nothing we do would happen without a lot of volun-
teer effort, and if every family adopts just one activity or 
event, we have plenty of people to maintain the great 
traditions of Tuckahoe while not overwhelming anybody.  
     Things like the PTA directory, the PTA school supply 
orders, even the clothes the PTA buys for the front office 
so if your student has a wardrobe malfunction at school 
there is a non-embarrassing solution, all do not happen 
without the effort of somebody.  So this year, decide 
where and when your family wants to contribute. We 
welcome your help as much as we look forward to  
getting to know you and welcoming you to get more  
involved with your community here at Tuckahoe. 
    Back to School Night is the first PTA meeting of the 
year, and the remaining PTA meetings are at 7pm the 
first Tuesday of the month in the library.  I look forward 
to seeing you there! 
 

Jen Bauer 
PTA President 
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Instrumental music classes begin this week. Participat-
ing in instrumental music comes with the added respon-
sibility of making up missed content. It is the student’s 
responsibility to pick up missed work and check in with 
teachers after missing a class due to instrumental music 
lessons. The 4th grade is looking forward to a wonderful 
year! Tuckahoe Rocks! 
 
      The Fifth Grade team is extremely excited to get the 
new year started!  During the first week the  
students have done many different  
community-building activities, both as a grade  
level and in their homerooms. The remainder  
of the month will be dedicated to working on  
summer book reading projects, studying the  
scientific method, reviewing math facts, and learning 
about early humans.  We have many different hands-on  
activities planned for the first month, and we are eager 
to get started. For more information on what is going on 
in our classrooms, please refer to the monthly calendar 
sent home with your child. Please be sure to have your 
child show you how he or she accesses Google Class-
room from home.  Follow us on twitter at 
@TuckahoeGrade5 for pictures and moments captured 
during your 5th grade student’s last year at Tuckahoe.   

��������������������������



Thought of the Month:  

♦ September 14: Back to School Night, 7:00PM 

♦ September 14: School Lockdown DRILL 

♦ September 16: Slider Spirit Friday  

♦ September 23: Slider Spirit Friday  

♦ September 30: Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ September 30: School Lockdown DRILL 

♦ October 4:  Fall Pictures  

♦ October 4:  PTA Meeting, 7:00PM in Library  

♦ October 5:  Bike & Walk to School Day 

♦ October 8 & 9:  Parent & Teacher Conferences, No 
School for Students  

♦ October 10:  Columbus Day Holiday, No School for 
Students 

             “The nice thing       
about teamwork is that you    
always have others on your       
side.”    

                    ~~Margaret Carty, author

   

So I’m new to Tuckahoe.   

What happens on Back to School Night? 
 

Back to School Night is an annual “adults only” event 
that allows parents the opportunity to meet their 
child’s teacher, see the classroom, and learn what the 
year will bring in terms of curriculum and expecta-
tions.  At Tuckahoe the night begins in the gym at 
7:00 where Mr. Pascal will introduce the staff.  There 
is a short, but important PTA meeting, where the   
primary business is adopting the budget for the year.  
Parents then visit classrooms, where teachers  
present the same 20-minute session twice, so that     
families with more than one child can attend both. 
The evening wraps up by 8:30. Overflow parking will 
be available at Bishop O’Connell  HS. 

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 
6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!    

 Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  
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We Are All Arlington! 
   For the past 40 years, Arlington has been a gateway 
community for thousands of immigrants and refugees.  
People from some 120 countries have settled here, creat-
ing a multicultural legacy that has changed what it means 
to be an Arlingtonian. 
   You are invited to attend a multifaceted program  
combining performing and visual arts, history, and public 
dialogue.  This event will place a special focus on the im-
migrant experience and milestones of the past 40 years. 
    We Are All Arlington! seeks to understand and appreci-
ate the diverse narratives that connect our past to the  
present and to our common future. 
    The event will is Friday, September 23 from 6:00pm 
to 9:00pm at Wakefield HS. 
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