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Perspective... 

Last month’s Perspective article focused on the idea of 
giving to others. As a follow up, I wanted to share some 
additional thoughts as we head full swing into the holiday 
season. 
 

As parents we often face two challenges, which I know I 
have encountered myself: first, how to find the perfect 
presents for our kids—the gifts that will be loved for 
years, not just hours—and perhaps more importantly, 
how to make sure our children are kind and grateful reci- 
pients, no matter what they get. Here are some ideas to 

try. 
 

• Teach them what they’re thanking people for. 
What our children need to learn is that the thanks 
they give isn’t necessarily for what is in the box—it’s 
for the effort and caring that went into it. Their thanks 
needs to show that they recognize that someone 
cared enough to select a present just for them, pay 
for it, wrap it, and bring it or send it to them.  

 

• Understand that disappointment is part of life. It’s 
a guarantee that at some point your child is going to 
receive something he or she doesn’t like or want. 
Explain this to your child ahead of time. Laugh about 
some gifts you’ve gotten that were unusual.  

 

• When to write thanks, when to say thanks.  I’ve 
struggled with this one, especially as my kids have 
gotten older.  One recommendation is to let your chil-
dren know that if a relative is in the room when they 
open their present, that a sincere face-to-face thank 
you (and a hug) is great. For everyone else, a thank 
you note is an absolute must. Another question that’s 
come up in my house is whether an email is sufficient 
or if we make the kids send a handwritten note.  Per-
sonally I prefer the latter, but can go with the former if 
it means expediting the sending of the thank you. 

 

• Appeal to their desire for “more.” Sometimes 
children need to think of things from their own,  

      slightly selfish, perspectives. Tell them that people   
may be less inclined to give them a nice gift if they 

      don’t seem grateful for the gifts they’ve received in        
the past. 

 

• When they’re the “giver.”  One of the best ways 
to help children realize the significance of giving is to 
make sure they spend time finding and wrapping the 
gifts they give to others. Give them odd jobs to help 
them earn the money to buy gifts. Help them get 

      excited about choosing just the right gift for each  
      person.  
 

• Give to others. Help your children help those less 
fortunate. Save money for charity bell-ringers, adopt 
a less-fortunate child through anonymous giving   
programs, or work in a food kitchen. Show your    
children that giving is more rewarding than receiving. 
This is a great time to think about our partners at 
Matuwa Primary School, and considering sponsoring 
one of the students. 

 

• Give gifts that expand their interests.  Among the 
best gifts for children are things that introduce them 
to new activities: origami, tie dying, model planes or 
cars, scrapbooking, photography, or cooking. 

 

• Look for presents that help them stay active.   
Any kind of sports equipment helps kids have fun and 
get exercise. Either give the child something you 
know he or she wants and needs (a new glove), or 
introduce him or her to a brand new sport (tennis 
racket and balls).  

 

• Practical gifts can be fun, too. A sleeping bag for 
overnights, or a small overnight bag or suitcase can 
be wonderful presents. Look for designs that will   
appeal to your child for years to come.  
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         We rounded out November in           
  Preschool by working together to  
  make our very own Stone Soup. We  
  read the book, collected the necessary  
  ingredients, and shared a feast together 
with our families! In December, our math focus will be on 
ABAB patterns and one to one correspondence to 10. 
Word Study will find us concentrating on beginning 
sounds B,M,S and R. We have enjoyed our twice month-
ly STEAM learning times with Ms. Egan. We will close 
out the month with a holiday celebration – more details to 
follow. 

 

     Kindergarten spent November feeling thankful for 
all our blessings and the wonderful events we shared 
together! We just finished up a busy month full             
of turkeys, fall changes, patterns and sorting.  
We also started book bags in reading which  
should come to and from school each day.   
Please read these books with your child  
every night!  This month we are learning about the  
Season of Lights and are looking forward to our field trip 
on December 20th! Students are learning about all of the 
different winter holidays that incorporate light, family, and 
the spirit of giving. Also this month, Ms. Egan is working 
with Kindergarten on some seasonal STEAM and      
Outdoor Learning lessons. In math students have started 
learning story problems and will work on addition and 
subtraction strategies. We are also looking forward to the 
Hour of Code later this week. As a reminder, if you have 
not sent in a new extra change of weather appropriate 
clothes, please do so. Lastly, with the cold weather    
approaching it is very helpful for students to be practicing 
zipping, buttoning, and putting gloves/mittens on         
independently. Thank you!  We wish you a safe, relaxing 
and happy holiday season!  
 

      First Grade is looking forward to Decem-

 ber! We are excited to read books by Jan Brett, 
 our author of the month.           We are     
       exploring seasonal  
       changes as they  
affect animals, plants, and  
humans. In language arts, we are  
learning about reading and writing  
nonfiction. In Writing Workshop, we are writing  
nonfiction teaching books. Please help your children by 
brainstorming possible topics that they know a lot about. 
In Math Workshop we are continuing to develop our abil-
ity to work independently and with partners, to explain 
our thinking, and be independent. This month we will 
focus on ordering and comparing numbers 1 through 
100. With winter break approaching, we still have learn-
ing to do and we need your help keeping students      
focused and responsible for their learning. Thank you for 
your continued support! 

     November is the month of feeling appreciative for our 
many blessings.  Well, the Second Grade  
community is certainly thankful for all the 

support and encouragement we’ve received  
from our many teachers at Tuckahoe.   
For example, our school librarian, Ms.  
Nisco, led a Thanksgiving-themed research  
project using one of our many databases, World Book 
Encyclopedia. It was also hard to not hear the enthusi-
asm and excitement pouring from the classrooms as Ms. 
Egan, our STEAM teacher, engaged learners in a roller 
coaster design activity inspired by our science unit on 
Engineering and Technology. And finally, Ms. Reilly has 
introduced multileveled problem-solving strategies.  We 
thank these outstanding teachers for helping to make 
our November such a memorable one. Other highlights 
of our month included field trips to the National Museum 
of the American Indian and Arlington’s own planetarium. 
In December, we will continue learning about the Native 
Americans, stretching our knowledge and skills in addi-
tion and subtraction, kicking off coding, and introducing 
a new writing genre, non-fiction research and writing.   
 

     November flew by for all of us in Third Grade!.  Even 
so, we packed a lot into the month.  Academically the 
children wrapped up their studies of maps and globes 
          by creating a map of a new place in the 
          world, and learned about life cycles and 
       animal habitats and adaptations in science.  
          In language arts the children began a new 
           unit on non-fiction reading and writing.  
       The students have learned about text  
features and how to organize a writing piece using a 
“box and bullet” format.  In math, place value, rounding 
and number sense were wrapped up and we began a 
unit on adding and subtracting four digit numbers with 
and without regrouping.  We also took time to learn 
about Veteran’s Day and honored those who have 
served in the military to protect our freedoms.  As we 
look toward December, our focus in math turns toward 
money and data collection. We will also work on coding 
as part of “Hour of Code”.  In social studies we will      
discuss the ancient civilizations of Greece and Rome 
and the contributions they made, and in science contin-
ued study of habitats, ecosystems, and food chains will 
take place. The children will continue working on non-

fiction writing and reading in language arts.  In addition, 
we are looking forward to listening to the music perfor-
mances this month to help get us all in the holiday spirit.  
We are also excited to welcome back the London Centre 
for Brass Rubbing prior to winter break. This  
long standing Tuckahoe tradition introduces  
the students to the history behind the  
rubbings as well as an opportunity to create  
their own.  We are so proud of each of our  
students and how well they have adjusted to  
third grade.  We look forward to watching  
where their skills and hard work will take them in the 
coming weeks! 
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           “Art is not what you see, but what 
    you make others see”  -Degas 

        Our Art students have been busy 
    creating artwork to share with the 
entire Tuckahoe school community! Now that winter 
is on the horizon we are starting to get very excited 
about this year’s DessArt Night event. DessArt 
Night will be on January 31st from 6:00-8:00pm. All      
students at Tuckahoe will have a piece of artwork 
that is double matted and framed on display in our 
“Art Gallery”, a.k.a. the Gym. Please see the exam-
ple frame pictured here. Families can purchase 
framed artwork for $25 and part of the  
proceeds will go directly back to the  
Art Department so that we can  
purchase more awesome supplies for 
our students to continue creating! We  
look forward to spending the evening  
with all of you. For another glimpse  
into Tuckahoe’s Art Department, please follow Mrs. 
Reed on Twitter @artwithmrsreed. 
 

     Beginning this week, all 4th  
grade students will begin the APS  
swimming & water safety unit at  
the Yorktown Aquatic Center.  The  
PE Staff would like to thank all the parents that 
have offered to volunteer at the pool during this 
time. Over the past month, the 3rd, 4th and 5th 
grades have been learning how to find and calcu-
late their pulse (heart rate) as well as how to deter-
mine their exertional intensity level while engaged 
in different activities. Students have also been    
participating in teambuilding games and practicing 
their long jump rope and football throwing 
skills.  The 1st and 2nd grades have been working on 
rhythmic patterns using Lummi Sticks.  Through 
song, they are also learning the various muscle 
groups and what motions each muscle                
performs.  These students have also been learning 
the My Plate 5 Food Groups and the variety of 
foods that go into each grouping.  The Kindergar-
teners are warming up to our “Chicken Fat” and 
“Count to 100” songs.  They are also practicing 
their under-hand throwing skills by playing a game 
called “Grand Prize”.  We hope each Tuckahoe 
family has a happy and healthy holiday season!    

    

     The days are melting like  
        snowflakes on your palm, with  
        the end of the year just a few  
        weeks ahead! This month in   
Music we would like to highlight the 5th grade 
composition project that was inspired by Jarbas 
Agnelli, the winner of the YouTube Play Guggen-
heim Biennial Festival. While reading the newspa-
per one morning, Agnelli  
saw a picture of birds sitting 

on electric wires. The wires  
reminded him of a music  
staff and the birds looked like notes. Using the     
exact location of the birds, he converted the photo 
into a song, resulting in a beautiful piece of music. 
Inspired by this idea, 5th graders came up with their 
own ideas for “found” compositions. Spaghetti and 
meatballs, roads and cars, rainbows and clouds; 
these were just some of the amazing and inspiring 
ideas. Using NoteFlight software, students trans-
ferred their drawings into musical compositions. The 
results are both moving and exciting. Please be on 
the lookout as these projects make their way home. 
Please mark your calendars, and be sure to attend 
our 5th & 4th grade Winter Concerts at 7:00pm on 
Monday, Dec.18th, and Tuesday, Dec. 19th, respec-
tively. We are very fortunate to work with such    
talented and hard-working students, and are excited 
to share the beautiful music with you! We wish you 
a wonderful holiday season and look forward to 
seeing you at the concerts! 
 

     In Spanish, students are working            
on describing their feelings! Kids will  
be playing charades in class to                               
practice. Ask your student to act out  
his or her “feelings” vocabulary words  
for you and to tell you how to say them in Spanish! 
Students in second through fifth grades are becom-
ing experts in using Canvas on their iPads. We 
greatly enjoyed completing the monarch butterfly 
project for Día de los Muertos with students. Their 
art work will be decorating the walls of our school 
soon! Please see the newsletter that was sent 
home in Friday Folders on November 17th for tips 
on how to help your language learner and infor-
mation about our grading system. You can also 
check us out on twitter for photos and current 
events! 
 

      We are ready for a cool   
          December in the Library!       
          Kindergarteners are now check-
ing out an additional book, which means they will be 
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    Thank you to all the parents and teachers who helped 
make last month’s Cardboard Challenge Night a fantastic 
event. It was wonderful to see the creativity and enthusi-
asm of our Sliders, and we hope this will become an   
annual Tuckahoe event.   
 

     If you didn’t have the opportunity to attend or assist at 
the Cardboard Challenge, we want to invite all parents to 
get involved in at least one Tuckahoe event. The Auction 
Committee is underway now and has a lot of work in front 
of them. It is one of our two biggest fundraisers and 
makes investments like the new water bottle water     
fountains for the kids, teacher grants, stage lights and the 
Buddy Bench possible. If you have questions or would 
like to raise a topic, feel free to contact Shalla Ross, me, 
any of the PTA Officers or your grade-level liaison. Our 
next meeting will be January 2 at 7:00pm in the library.   
 

Best wishes for a joyous holiday season and a very   
happy new year from the PTA!  
 

Jacquie Ebert 
PTA Vice President 
  

  

GRADE-LEVEL PTA LIAISONS: 
Kindergarten:  Anne Mace  (annemmace@gmail.com) 

1st Grade:  Annette Naltchayan  (nettynal@gmail.com) 

2nd Grade:  Lisa Tarpley (lisayee2003@yahoo.com) 

3rd Grade:  Leigh Taylor (kleightaylor@yahoo.com) 

4th Grade:  Nadia Facey (nncfacey@gmail.com) 

5th Grade:  Ashley Callen  (ashcallen@gmail.com) 

Extended Day:  Kathleen Dunn 
(kathleendunn29@yahoo.com) 

��������������������������

Department News continued from page 3� 

 
bringing two library books home each week.       
Students are encouraged to find a practice reading 
book along with a more challenging book that they 
can read with help at home. Students in grades 2 & 
3 are learning all about accessing eBooks and    
using those eBooks to practice using nonfiction text     
features like tables of contents and indexes. Fourth 
graders are starting to learn ways to evaluate a web 
site to see if the information is accurate  
and valid. Many classes have heard  
Bob Staake’s new book, The Book of  
Gold. After hearing the story, students  
came up with some wonderful   ques                          
questions of their own: “How is concrete  
made?,” “Why do octopuses have suction cups?,” 
“Who invented baseball?,” and “How many choco-
late chip cookies can a person eat?” are just a few 
of the questions we heard. Be sure to ask your   
students to think about questions they have and 
guide them to the books, articles, and sites where 
they can find the correct answers.  
 
 

 

 
 

     Thanks to all who helped and all who participat-
ed in Tuckahoe’s first Cardboard Challenge Night a 
couple of weeks ago! It was amazing to see so 
many families working together and using STEAM 
skills to create a stunning array of fun games! I’ve 
had the opportunity this past month to do classroom 
STEAM lessons on topics including roller coaster 
engineering, physical adaptations, and science   
connections with cranberries. I’m looking forward to 
more STEAM lessons through December. 
Schoolyard Stewards and the 5th grade Green 
Team, along with parent volunteers, have continued 
their excellent work preparing our gardens for     
winter, planting bulbs, clearing beds, and mulching. 
Students help with these Discovery Schoolyard    
activities with cheerful enthusiasm and a true “I can 
do it” attitude, while building background knowledge 
and making curriculum connections - a joy to see!  

 
 

 
 
 

Bus Patrols 
We are fortunate to have a cadre of dedicated bus patrols 
who want to ensure that bus rides to & from school are 
safe for students and not distracting to the bus driver. 
There have been a few instances lately in which patrols 
have come in upset, saying that they have been yelled at 
or directed by parents to do one thing or another. Please 
remember that our patrols are 5th graders who take their 
jobs seriously and frequently encounter other students 
who do not always follow established bus rules. The bus 
driver is the ultimate authority on the bus. If you have 
concerns about a patrol, please contact our patrol spon-
sors, Ms. Valente or Ms. Weisz, rather than confront the 
students themselves.  Thank you for your assistance. 
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     Fourth Graders are working on multi-digit multipli-
cation in math class. It is vital that your child practices 
his or her math facts daily. Students must be able to 
          quickly recall their base facts through the 
          12s. Please practice math facts with your 
          child every day. We cannot stress this 
          enough! Thank you for contributing to the 
          success of your mathematician. We are 
well into our space unit in science. We have already 
learned about the sun, Earth, and moon. We researched 
each and created travel brochures to convince an alien 
to travel to our solar system! Looking ahead in   Decem-
ber, we will finish our space unit by learning about the 
eight planets of our solar system. Ask your students 
about what they know about the planets and if they have 
any burning questions! The 4th grade classes had an 
enlightening visit by a historian portraying John Smith of 
Jamestown fame. Among many other artifacts, students 
were able to try on armor and smell blocks of tea that 
were popular in the 17th century. Fourth graders are 
now revving up for the annual National Geographic   
Geography Bee, as preliminary rounds take place this 
month in preparation for next month’s school finals. 
Head to the National Geographic website for a practice 
application and more information. We are focusing on 
opinion writing during language arts, learning a structure 
called “boxes and bullets” to write our essays. In reading 
we are learning different strategies to get the most out of 
nonfiction books. Examples include recognizing text 
structures and learning new ways to decipher tricky   
vocabulary. The 4th grade team wishes you a wonderful 
holiday season! We’ll see you back in 2018!  

 

     We’ve had a busy fall so far in Fifth Grade, and we’re 
excited about taking on our winter studies in quarter two! 
In math, all classes are learning about whole       
numbers & decimals, including using          
operations and estimating with decimals. In         
science, we are beginning our next unit, in         
which we are investigating how sound is       
transmitted through different forms of matter, in        
addition to other characteristics of sound. Social studies 
brings us to Ancient Egypt, where students are learning 
about the geography of this ancient civilization. We will 
soon be talking about Egyptian pharaohs and their    
accomplishments, daily life in Ancient Egypt, and we will 
end our studies with the classic, “Pharaoh Rap Battle.”  
In reading, our classes are working to complete their 
projects on the books they read for their book clubs. Ask 
your students to name different types of figurative     
language! Our writing unit for quarter two focuses on 
researched-based argument writing. Students will be 
completing papers on Hammurabi’s Code of Laws. Ask 
your students if they think his code of laws were just or      
unjust. They should be able to support their opinion with 
evidence.  

 

     We live in a world surrounded by technology. And we 
know that whatever fields our students choose to go into 
as adults, their ability to succeed will increasingly depend 
on understanding how technology works. But only a tiny 
fraction of us are learning how technology works. Fewer 
than half of all schools teach computer science. That’s 
why our entire school is joining in on the largest learning 
event in history: The Hour of Code, during Computer    
Science Education Week, December 4-10. More than 100 
million students worldwide have already tried an Hour of 
Code. Tuckahoe students will          
participate in the Hour of Code on  
December 7th and 8th in their  
classrooms.  Students will be  
engaged in a variety of coding  
activities from Code.org.  Students will also  
be using coding applications on their iPads.  We are very 
excited to continue the Hour of Code participation at 
Tuckahoe.  We encourage you to try coding at home with 
your Slider.  Check out the Hour of Code’s website for a 
variety of coding actives for all levels and remember,   
anyone can learn to code! 
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• Spin the wheel, roll the dice, deal the cards. Card 
and board games are classics for a reason—they have 
been fun to play for decades. Look for games that   
children can play with just one or two others, as well as 
those that are for family-sized groups. There are so 
many games out now that are fun but also educational. 
My daughter loves Dino Math Tracks, which practices 
place value, addition, subtraction, and other skills. 

 

• Open up to books. When you give a child a book, 
you’re giving both of you a present. Younger children 
will enjoy the time they get to spend reading it with you. 
Older kids will be quietly building their reading skills 
and vocabulary, as well as their imaginations.  

 

     If you’re really stumped about gift-giving, talk to friends 
or relatives who have children slightly older than yours. Ask 
what gifts their children really played with—gifts that contin-
ued to be appealing long after the “newness” wore off.  
 

     While we discuss it all year, during this season we’ve 
really been emphasizing our focus on being kind to others. 
Performing a random act of kindness not only makes the 
recipient feel good, but makes us feel good as well.  
 

Excerpted from NAESP  
 

I hope you have a wonderful holiday season! 



Thought of the Month:  

December 4-15:    4th Grade Swimming 

December 7 & 8:    Hour of Code Activities 

December 8:       Slider Spirit Friday 

December 15:       Slider Spirit Friday- 
      Mismatch Day 

December 18:    5th Gr. Winter Concert,  
      7:00 PM 

December 19:    4th Gr. Winter Concert,  
      7:00 PM 

December 22-January 1:   Winter Break— 

 School and Office are closed 

“The holiday season is a 
perfect time to reflect on 
our blessings and seek out 
ways to make life better 
for those around us.“       

~~Terri Marshall 

                                      writer       

                          

  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!    

 Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  
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Are you traveling over the winter break?  
Take your Tuckahoe Rocks bumper  

sticker with you and snap a  
picture wherever you find yourself to be!  
We continue adding to our board up in 
the front office and will add pictures 

throughout the year. 

Take me with you 

and take our  

picture together! 

As we continue our monthly celebrations of people from 
diverse backgrounds whose contributions have had    
tremendous impact, December recognizes those who 
have made specific contributions as philanthropists. Our    
Cultural Heroes Board already highlights several heroes 
in this area, but students are always invited and encour-
aged to identify others who have made contributions 
and add to our board! 
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From the Tuckahoe Elementary Family to 
yours, have a wonderful winter break and 

a happy holiday season! 
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