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appointments or vacations during the testing       
window, so students can take the assessments with 
their classmates and not have to run into the make-

up window.  The testing schedule is as follows: 
 

Gr 3:  Rdg.  5/22       Math: 5/30 

Gr 4:  Rdg.  5/21       Math: 5/31   Soc. St: 5/24 

Gr 5:  Rdg.  5/23       Math: 6/1          Science: 5/25 

 

 
  

 

We’ve all heard that this flu season seems particu-
larly intent on making itself known. We continue to 
reinforce to our staff and students that regular hand 
washing goes a long way to help us stay healthy. 
Our clinic staff is reminding parents that when     
students do get sick, they should be remain home 
fever free for 24 hrs. before returning to school. We 
have     frequently had students sent  
home during the day whose parents  
said they had been complaining  
about not feeling well before coming  
to school. None of us wants our kids  
to be sick—and those of us who  
have had to take a day to stay home  
with sick kids know that for certain—but students 
who do come to school ill will have a harder time 
focusing, learning, and completing work, as well as 
unintentionally spreading anything they have to 
classmates who may already have compromised or 
weaker immune systems. Hopefully we’ll all make it 
through the rest of the season without any unpleas-
antness. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to call the clinic. 

    It’s hard to believe that 
                  we have officially made it  
       to the halfway point of the  
          year. It doesn’t seem that 
                long ago that we were  
            welcoming our new Sliders to the     
            family and greeting our returning    
students back for the start of a new school year. As 
you’ll read in the grade level and department       
columns on the next several pages, our students 
are making progress, continuing to grow as stu-
dents, and learning diverse content and processes 
that will take them through the remainder of the year 
and into the next. On behalf of the staff, we continue 
to appreciate the support and assistance you      
provide to help our students achieve, and would like 
to maintain our collaboration as students continue to 
grow and develop. 
 

 

As noted last month, a reminder that as the weather 
is unpredictable and enrichment classes continue, 
please remember that ALL changes in dismissal 
MUST be sent in writing to the teacher, or through a 
phone call to the office, each day the change is to 
occur. Without any notification, children will be     
dismissed according to their established proce-
dures, regardless of what the child  believes to be 
accurate for that day. Teachers are not checking 
email just prior to dismissal, so any dismissal modifi-
cations need to be received earlier in the day. 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 

 

The spring SOL calendar has been finalized, and 
dates will be posted on our web site shortly. To the 
extent possible, please try to avoid scheduling      
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        February will find the Preschoolers  
            finishing up the midyear language arts  
            & math midyear assessment check-ins.   
  We have made such amazing progress  
  with our skills as we focus on getting 
ready for Kindergarten in the fall!  We will be learning 
about and exploring AABB patterns in math and continu-
ing to practice with rhyming words during our language 
arts blocks. We have integrated an iPad app, Gracie and 
Friends, which allows our young learners to incorporate 
technology into our daily learning rotations. The         
preschool is excited announce that we have been select-
ed to participate in the Wolf Trap Institute for Early 
Learning through the Arts. A Wolf Trap drama teaching 
artist will begin visiting our classroom on a daily basis. 
We will share more information once the program is up 
and running! Please be reminded that the Preschool will 
gladly accept any gently used toys from families! If you 
are looking for a new home for anything, please see a 
member of the preschool team! Thank you. 
   
     What a cold January that was! Kindergarten has   
continued to learn about winter, seasonal  
changes, Martin Luther King Jr., and also  
celebrated our writings last month with our  
writing celebration. Thank you to all of the  
parents who attended the writing parties.  
This month Kindergarteners will learn about  
Presidents’ Day, focusing on Abraham Lincoln and 
George Washington, lunar new year, nonfiction books, 
and informational writing. We will also celebrate the 
100th day of school, Valentine's day, and Digital Learn-
ing Day this month. Students are invited to make valen-
tines at home for one another. Please have your child 
make enough valentines so that he or she can distribute 
to everyone in the class. Your teacher will be in touch 
with more information. Report cards come out this month 
as well. Spring conferences are March 1st and 2nd,  
soon after report cards, and are a great time to talk about 
any questions you may have. Some kindergarten teach-
ers offer early conference times, so please be on the 
lookout for emails that include conference signups. We 
look forward to a busy month full of learning and fun-

filled activities! 
 

          Love is in the air in First Grade! We are    
     looking forward to celebrating the 100th day of 
     school on the 15th with activities in each class.    
       In social studies and science, we will be    
        learning about famous Americans, Black    
      History Month, Dental  
Health, and Balance and Motion.  In  
language arts, we’re focusing on  
fluency (accuracy, rate, expression,  
punctuation) and the importance of  

rereading familiar texts.  Our Writer’s Workshop focus is 
opinion writing and writing reviews. Brainstorm at home 
favorite restaurants and books!  In math, we are explor-
ing numbers up to 110 and working and learning from 
others in Math Workshop.  This month we bid farewell to 
Gail Gibbons and say hello to Dr. Seuss!  
 

     What’s the matter?  Well, that’s what the  
Second Graders asked as we learned all  
about the different states of matter and how  
states can change, or even be ambiguous.   
Our exploration included working with Ms.  
Egan to explore the properties of matter.  At  
one station students were asked whether or not a solid 
could be poured (grains of salt or sand) or take the 
shape of its container (Silly Putty).  It was a fabulous 
learning experience for all students. In math, we visited 
the world of geometrical shapes, plain and solid figures, 
and searched for evidence and examples in our real 
world. In language arts, we have finished our unit(s) on 
personal narrative and have been researching about non 
fictional topics to enhance our positions as “experts” in a 
particular field of interest.  We also had special visitors 
from the Jamestown/Yorktown Foundation and the Gulf 
Branch Nature Center who helped us to visualize what 
life would have been like for the Native Americans and 
earliest settlers of Virginia. It certainly has been a great 
month and February will bring more excitement with the 
study of maps and globes, nonfiction reading and      
writing, fractions, and more! 

 

    As you know, we have begun the third 
         quarter of school. All our Third Graders 
        have made great progress since the begin-

        ning of the year. They work more inde-

           pendently, take more responsibility for 
         themselves, share their thoughts more 
readily, and can focus on their work for longer and long-
er amounts of time. We are all excited to watch them 
continue to gain strength in the coming weeks. This 
quarter in math our focus will be on multiplication and 
division with facts 0-12, fractions and probability, and 
telling time. In social studies we will continue learning 
about ancient civilizations as well as government. In  
science we will study simple and compound machines, 
matter, and the Earth and the moon.  This coming quar-
ter in language arts our focus in reading will be on char-
acter development, and in writing we will turn our atten-
tion to fairy tales and fantasy writing. As you can see we 
have much ground to cover!  There are several ways 
you can help your children at home strengthen their 
skills.  When they finish their reading you could ask chil-
dren to describe the main character, ask about words 
they might use to describe them, and how they have 
changed from the beginning of the book. You could ask 
your child to summarize his or her book at the end as 
well.  Another way you can help your child at home is in 
practicing and working on mastery of multiplication and 
division facts.  This can be done with flash cards, online 
practice, and with Reflex Math.  Any help you can give 
your child is most appreciated.  
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           Thank you to everyone who came to 
    this year’s DessArt Night.  We were  
    wowed by the incredible turnout.  
    Thanks again to our parent volunteers  
    and most importantly thank you to  
    everyone for celebrating and encourag-
ing the work of our amazing artists! We  
sold half of the frames, which we’re told  
is one of the highest percentages out of  
all schools who have participated in this  
fundraiser. Tuckahoe Rocks!  You are  
still able to purchase framed artwork for  
$27 using cash or check until Feb. 7th.   
Please send payment and order forms (sent via a 
Peachjar email)  to the PTA mailbox in the front office. 
After that all work will be returned to students unframed. 
Thank you again for supporting our Art program here at 
Tuckahoe! We are excited to buy more supplies for the 
kids. We are still keeping our artists busy this winter!   
Students have been working on many different paintings, 
prints, collages, drawings and more.  In addition, we 
have been placing a lot of focus on 3-D artwork lately. 
Please ask your children what they have been working 
on and be on the lookout for clay pieces to be coming 
home sometime in the near future. 
 

     The Physical Education Staff would  
like to inform all of our Tuckahoe  
families that we have officially kicked  
off our annual Jump Rope for Heart  
Campaign (JRFH).  This is a very worthwhile cause to 
support the American Heart Association and its research 
to combat and cure heart disease and stroke.  Geared 
for our 3rd, 4th & 5th graders, these students attended a 
very special JRFH assembly and were informed on how  
  to get started fundraising.  This program 
  is completely voluntary for our students  
  and is not a requirement. Please check  
  your child’s backpack or folder for more  
  information on how to register for JRFH   
           online.  For those families that choose to 
participate in fundraising for JRFH, donations will close 
the week of March 19th-23rd . Our upcoming planned 
activities are Volleyball for 3rd, 4th and 5th grades.  These 
students will learn the set and bump volleyball skills 
along with playing modified volleyball games.  They will 
also be learning the ‘Cupid Shuffle’ dance.  Students in 
kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades are warming-up with the 
Fitness Wheel, applying overhand and underhand throw-
ing skills and playing throwing games.  In recognition of 
the Chinese New Year, these students will also be learn-
ing ‘The Lantern Dance’. 

    In February, our older Music students    
will continue working on their remix         
composition project. Last month, the           
students learned how to use multiple          
GarageBand features in order to create               
a remix of either a pop song or a nursery rhyme.        
Students learned how to make an audio recording, modi-
fy the sound, edit a track by splitting/copying/pasting, and 
how to add instruments. All students demonstrated great 
creativity and imagination while being fully engaged in 
learning. Our 1st & 2nd graders are learning the differ-
ence between beat and rhythm. Ask your first or second 
grader to walk through the beat of a familiar song while 
clapping the rhythm, and be sure to try it yourself! It is a 
great hands-feet coordination exercise! The 2nd graders 
have also begun working on different ways to notate a 
melody. Our youngest students enjoyed acting out and 
accompanying the "Froggy Gets Dressed" story. The 
students were able to carefully follow the story and play 
the accompanying instruments at very specific times 
throughout the song. With this activity, we have discov-
ered different world percussion instruments, such as 
cabasa, claves, quiro, vibraslap, and more. This month 
we celebrate achievements of African-Americans. The 
students will learn about spirituals, will discuss the      
importance of drums in African tradition, and enjoy the 
music of Michael Jackson. 
 

   In Spanish, students from all grades are 
          learning about various aspects of the  
          calendar. Ask your children to tell you how  
          the calendar we are used to seeing here in 
          the United States looks different from a 
calendar that you might see in a Spanish-speaking coun-
try! Soon all students will be discussing months, sea-
sons, and weather. Students in grades 2 through 5 have 
been learning how to use Book Creator on their iPads to 
make their own personal Spanish dictionaries, with origi-
nal example sentences and images to accompany each 
word. Students have also used Canvas and Google 
Drive to access materials and information. Thank you 
to Ms. Allen for being part of this project!  
 

     What a wonderful time it was working on  
science and STEAM activities with students 

in January! Pre-K students investigated the  
properties of magnets. Second graders  
explored the phases of matter, while 3rd graders used 
the engineering design process to model erosion control 
measures. Fifth graders practiced experimental design 
as they examined the properties of lenses. I’m looking 
forward to upcoming STEAM lessons on winter sports 
with kindergartners and the Revolutionary War with 4th 
graders. NOTE that Family Science Night will be 6-8 PM 
on Thurs Feb 22nd - HUGE thank you to all who signed 
up to volunteer - your help is much needed and appreci-
ated! Schoolyard Stewards will start up again in          
mid-March; info/signup: https://goo.gl/1bbU5y  Weekend 
garden workdays will be 3/17, 4/22, and 6/3. Info/signup: 
https://goo.gl/5huXvR. 
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Wow!  January was a fun and fast month for our Tucka-
hoe community. Our school board liaison & APS School 
Board Chair, Dr. Barbara Kanninen, attended our first 
meeting. She discussed opportunities this winter and 
spring for parents and others to engage in the outcome 
of the strategic plan, which guides all APS policy.  To 
learn more: https://www.apsva.us/engage/strategic-plan/.  
Last week saw big successes with the Book Fair! Thanks 
to the organizing committee and all who attended, and 
especially for the gifts of teacher books. Students 
showed their writing gifts at Young Author’s Night and we 
all enjoyed the great art display.  Not only did parents 
have the opportunity to purchase their child’s framed art, 
but the community raised money for new art supplies. 
 

Tuckahoe's biggest fundraiser of the year - the 2018 
Auction is a little over a month away - on March 10. It 
is the only adults-only event organized by the PTA and is 
the biggest party of the year. Visit  tinyurl.com/ycv39wks 
to buy tickets.  Early bird pricing ends on February 10! 
As in previous years, a big chunk of our donations comes 
from teachers & parents. We are asking each family to 
consider donating an item or service (anything from 
babysitting to legal services to use of vacation homes) for 
this great cause. All funds raised at the auction go right 
back to benefit our kids. To donate or for more infor-
mation, please email parentdonations@gmail.com. 

Tuckahoe Home & Garden Tour will be on May 12.   
Finally, our February PTA meeting is tomorrow, Tuesday, 
Feb. 6th at 7pm in the library.  In the next few months we 
will be discussing and electing a couple of new offic-
ers.  If you have any interest, please come to a meeting 
and a current officer will be pleased to discuss. As      
always, we welcome your feedback!   
 

Grade-level PTA Liaisons: 
Kindergarten:  Anne Mace  (annemmace@gmail.com) 
1st Grade:  Annette Naltchayan  (nettynal@gmail.com) 
2nd Grade:  Lisa Tarpley (lisayee2003@yahoo.com) 
3rd Grade:  Leigh Taylor (kleightaylor@yahoo.com) 
4th Grade:  Nadia Facey (nncfacey@gmail.com) 
5th Grade:  Ashley Callen  (ashcallen@gmail.com) 
Ext. Day:  Kathleen Dunn (kathleendunn29@yahoo.com) 

Department News continued from page 3� 

 
 

 
 
 

     We’re gearing up for a fun February here in the     
Library! Students will be exploring a variety of refer-
ence sources in the weeks ahead. Our first event will be 
an Almanac Olympics which will have students research-
ing fast facts about the 2014 Winter Games. Students 
will learn all about the trusty almanac when they go for 
the gold in a Kahoot! challenge. In addition, classes will    
continue to hear read-alouds from the March Book   
Madness picture book bracket. This year's theme, 
“Compelling Characters,” includes many real-life        
subjects. As a result, students are learning all about the 
lives of interesting people like Eugenie Clark, Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, and Jean-Michel Basquiat, through research 
and exploration. Be sure to check out the March Book 
Madness titles at http://marchbookmadness.weebly.com/
picture-book-bracket.html.  Can’t wait to see which book 
takes home the championship title! Speaking of champi-
onsQthanks so much to the Tuckahoe PTA and espe-
cially the parent volunteers who sponsored and ran a 
fantastic Book Fair week. The students really enjoyed 
shopping for new books and the teachers were pleased 
with the wonderful additions to their classroom libraries. 
Thank you!! 
 

 

Classroom News continued from page 2� 

 
  February has arrived and we are         
        congratulating our Fourth Graders on         
        successfully reaching the halfway mark! In    
           math, we have recently started our division 
          unit. We are cultivating lifelong math skills 
and applying those skills to new situations each day. In 
science, we are about to start learning about electricity. 
Just like in our force and motion unit, we will be conduct-
ing many experiments! We will be learning about series 
and parallel circuits. We will also create circuits to light 
up a light bulb and we will build our own electromagnets! 
Our social studies classes have been studying the Amer-
ican Revolution and the aftermath of the freedom       
secured by the colonists’ victory against the British. We 
are excited to dive deep into discussing the U.S. Consti-
tution and what that document meant and means for 
Americans. Fourth grade has been enjoying literature 
circles, through which reading and writing have been  
incorporated. We’ve focused on making connections, 
summarizing, and deepening our understanding of texts. 
 

What a busy start to the new year we’ve had in         
Fifth Grade!  In math, we’ve wrapped up  
our unit on geometry, where we focused on             
properties of quadrilaterals, triangles, circles,  
and measuring angles with protractors.   
Our next unit is already rolling, and we are  

��������������������������

��������������������������

multiplying & dividing  decimals. In reading, we are     
continuing book club discussions and our work with non-

fiction texts. In writing, we ended our unit on research-

based arguments and will focus in the 3rd quarter on    
writing literary essays.  Science brings us into the field of 
geology, where we will study Earth’s changing surface 
and begin studying the rock cycle.  In social studies, we 
are working on our Ancient India unit. Up next is our unit 
on Ancient China! Students will explore the unique      
geographical features of China. We will also study the 
Shang and Han dynasties.  We’re looking forward to a 
fabulous second half of the year! 



Thought of the Month:  

February 6:     PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 

February 9:     Slider Spirit Friday 

February 13:      Report Cards Issued 

February 14:      Valentine’s Day 

February 14:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

February 15:  School Info. Session &  
   Tour, 9:15AM 

February 16:  Slider Spirit Friday 

February 19:  Presidents’ Day Holiday,  
      No School  

February 22:     Digital Learning Day 

February 22:  Family Science Night,  
   6:00PM 

February 23:  Slider Spirit Friday: Dress  
   as Your Favorite Book  
   Character 

March 1:  Read Across America Day 

March 1:  Early Release, 1:26PM;  
   Parent/Teacher Conf. 

March 2:  Parent/Teacher Conf. No  
   School  

 

  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!    

 Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  
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As we continue our monthly celebrations of people from 
diverse backgrounds whose contributions have had    
tremendous impact, February recognizes those from 
varied backgrounds who have made contributions as 
civic/community leaders. Our Cultural Heroes Board 
already highlights several heroes in this area, but      
students are always invited and encouraged to identify 
others who have made contributions and add to our 
board! 

 

“It’s not our job to  
     toughen our children up to  

face a cruel and heartless world.   

It’s our job to raise children who will 
make the world a little less cruel and 

heartless.”  

 

                     ~L. R. Knost,  

             author 
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