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     Heading into the start of the NCAA finals next week, I’m sure many are getting their brackets in order, 
waiting to see how the tournament turns out.  Here at school we don’t have our own Basketball Event until the 
middle of May when we defeat Taylor after giving them some needed confidence last year. 
 

     In the meantime, our own March is pretty busy, with many activities taking place at school. We began the 
month with a fantastic Read Across America Day, and I hope your kids came home talking about it. We had a 
great day, with the whole school dressed as a “Thing” a la Dr. Seuss, and classes decorating their doors to 
reflect a favorite book title.  As part of our schoolwide Read-In, we were treated to several APD officers who 
came to read to many of our students. If you haven’t had a chance to see our pictures, they are all posted on 
our Facebook and Twitter sites, and say more than anything I could write here.   
    

     March is Arts in the Schools Month, and we continue to appreciate the empha-
sis-          sis APS puts on arts integration. Our students are fortunate to have weekly music 
          and art instruction, as well as multiple district-supported humanities performances. 
          We have already seen the outstanding work our students produced during DessArt 
          Night, and Tuckahoe art is featured at the Arlington Education Center’s First Floor 
          Art Gallery. You can check that out through early April. We’ll also look forward to 
our spring chorus and instrumental music concerts, again showing the skills students are developing as 
emerging artists. 
   

     We also continue talking about the importance of the arts through our monthly Cultural Heroes Board,  
honoring those from various cultural backgrounds who have made contributions in the fine and performing 
arts arena. (See p. 5 for more information). 
 
     Friday, March 16 will be this year’s Curriculum Day, and a flyer will go home through PeachJar this week. 
To manage parking and crowds, we hold gr. K-2 in the morning and gr. 3-5 in the afternoon. Depending on 
the grade, you’ll be able to experience some of the instructional activities in which students participate in the 
four core academic subjects, and/or travel with your student as he or she switches classes for instruction 
throughout the day. 
 
     The rollercoaster weather notwithstanding, March at Tuckahoe has certainly rolled in like a lion. It tends to 
start getting busier as we move through the second half of the year, but we still have lots to do, lots to learn, 
lots to accomplish.  So focusing on taming that lion and operating more “lamb-like,” we’re looking forward to a 
successful remainder of the second semester. 



     The Preschool continues to charge            
  forward through the school year! This     
             month in math, we will be focusing on  
  AAB patterns. The children are getting   
       so proficient at both identifying and creat-
ing their own patterns. Language arts finds us concen-
trating on rhyming words. A huge shout out to our 
wonderful PE teachers for helping us with this con-
cept. They have created rhyming word phrases to use 
as we end each PE class! The preschoolers have 
been given an amazing opportunity to work with a 
Wolf Trap residency program. We will begin welcom-
ing Miss Michelle into our room every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 2:00-2:30pm. We will send pictures via 
our social media outlets as they are available. We are 
looking forward to attending the Big Apple Circus   
performance of the Circus of the Senses on Friday 
March 9th at the National Harbor. Again, please keep 
us in mind for accepting gently used toys and other     
educational materials that may be looking for a new 
home! 
 

   Kindergarten had a busy February learning 
about Presidents' Day, doing STEAM activities for the 
Winter Olympics, celebrating the 100th day  
of school, and of course exchanging  
Valentines. We started March with Read 

Across America week activities and  
guest readers. Please check out the  
Tuckahoe Twitter page(s) for pictures. This  
month in social studies students will be learning about 
maps and globes, as well as needs versus wants. In 
math, kindergarteners are learning about fractions as 
well as comparing equivalent and nonequivalent    
values. In Reader's Workshop, students are learning 
about nonfiction texts and building their reading    
comprehension strategies. In Writer's Workshop,    
students are learning how to write instructional pieces 
and will be creating "how-to" writings. Lastly, save the 
date for the  upcoming Curriculum Day on March 16th, 
where you can come see all of this learning in action. 
Hope to see you there!  
 

            The recent warm days have First Graders 
   aching for spring.  We began our spring     
     Garden lessons with the Seed Olympics  
         and also examined an important garden         
        helper, the worm.  In science, we are still 
learning about Balance and Motion.  In language arts, 
we’re focusing on the  author’s message while In Writ-
er’s Workshop we are continuing to work on opinion 
writing and writing reviews. The students’ restaurant 
reviews were awesome!  In math, we are working on  

 

money, continuing to focus on larger numbers up to 
110, working and learning from others in Math Work-
shop.  Counting coins at home and continuing to 
      practice counting by 5’s will help the   
      students to progress in this area.  This 
      month we bid farewell to Dr. Seuss and 
      say hello to Mo Willems, our author of 
      the month!   
 

   February produced many meaningful moments for 
the Second Grade. In math, we have learned about 
fractions using bars, pies, number lines,  
sets, and more. In language arts,  we  
continue to work with non-fiction resources  
and are coming to the conclusion of our  
“expert” writing products that will be  
shared out as a 2nd grade community. In  
      social studies, we have become cartogra-

      phers as we’ve investigated maps and  
      globes. In addition to other topics of      
      scientific study, a full day was dedicated to 
the weather, and students learned about the water 
cycle, the seasons, severe weather, and more. Other 
fun topics this month were famous Americans such as 
Ruby Bridges and George Washington and dental 
health care. As we began March, we cuddled in the 
second grade hallway as part of our Read Across 
America celebration. Yippee! 
 

  March certainly came in like a lion 
        this past weekend!  While it disrupted 
      some of our Parent Teacher Confer-
        ences, it was nice sharing the progress 
         our Third Grade students have made 
       since September with so many of our      
parents. In the coming month we will continue to work 
on writing fairy tales, learning about various charac-
ters in our reading, and continue to work on fractions 
and probability.  In social studies we continue to learn 
about ancient civilizations, learning about Mali,  China 
and Egypt.  In addition, learning about matter and 
simple machines will be a focus in science. While we 
have new material to learn, we continue to strengthen 
our math fluency with multiplication and  
division as well as addition and subtract- 
tion.  Your help at home on these learn- 

ing fundamentals is most appreciated.  
Using flash cards, online games, and  
Reflex Math are highly suggested. In addition, asking 
your children about the books they are reading at 
  home, the characters in the book, the 
  sequence of events and what they 
  predict might happen are all ways to 
  assist with reading comprehension. 
  We appreciate all you do at home to 
support your child and send them to school each day 
ready to learn! 
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   We celebrate our artists all 
    year long, and March is Art in the  
    Schools Month. It’s a great time to  
    celebrate the Visual Arts and  
    congratulate our talented students.  
    Select artwork is on display from now 
until April 4th at the Arlington Education  
Center on the first floor. There is a recep- 

tion on March 6th from 6:30 to 8:00pm.  
If you have a free moment, swing by and  
check it out! This month our Kindergarten- 

ers learned about texture. They created  
collages and gained 3D material exper- 
ience through the use of model magic  
clay. First grade has been focused on  
color theory. They mixed primary colors to create  
secondary colors using tempera paint. They are also 
learning about self portraits. Stay tuned for some 
amazing representations! Second grade focused on 
the use of symmetry in their artwork this month and 
created collages. Third grade has been learning about 
portraits this month. Fourth graders have been digging 
into different styles of illustration and artwork this 
month. The focus in fifth grade this month has been 
3D artwork. All classes have been working on clay 
creations. 
 

     In PE our 3rd-5th graders have  
been busy these past few weeks  
creating their own Chinese Jump  
Rope routines and performing those  
routines for their peers. They learned about “Energy 
Balance” and the important relationship between    
eating healthy & staying active by playing a game 
called “Energy In, Energy Out”.  Older students are in 
the middle of our volleyball unit at this time, while in 
honor of the Winter Olympics K-2 students have been 
skating around the gym using small carpet squares to 
develop their creative movement skills.  They have 
also learned about & played the sport of “Curling”, 
without the ice, brooms, stones or the yelling, but it 
was still exciting. First & second graders have been    
developing yoga sequencing routines that incorpo-
rates levels with the concept of flow, and second   
graders had the added task of having to create a story 
that relates to the poses of their routine.  Lastly, keep 
a lookout for the third grade swimming paperwork, 
going home soon.   

     March is Arts Education Month!  
The arts play an important part in  
creating a well-rounded education for 
all students. During this month, please 

be sure to attend some of the art events offered by the 

APS Art Department. There will be a number of     
concerts, festivals, recitals, and art shows throughout 
the area. You can find a complete list of events on the 
APS website. This month in Music, our upper grade 
students will work on several composition projects. 
Some classes are writing African-American spirituals, 
where students embed secret messages into their 
songs and then challenge their classmates to decode 
the lyrics. Others are working on Orff instrumental 
compositions. The 3rd grade students will keep im-
proving their recorder playing techniques, mastering 
songs that include E, G, A, and B notes. At home, you 
may hear them practicing songs such as “Lucy Lock-
et”, “Mary Had a Little Lamb”, “Au Clair de la Lune”, 
and an old favorite “Hot Cross Buns”. Through numer-
ous singing and movement activities, our kindergarten 
and 1st grade students started to demonstrate an   
understanding of steady beat and rhythm patterns, 
while the second graders developed the skill to sight 
read and notate simple rhythmic and melodic patterns. 

 

      Thank you to all the volunteers who 

            made Family Science Night such a  
            success! It was a joy to see so many            
            families enjoying hands-on STEAM  
activities, and it would not have been possible without 
the tremendous community support. Wonderful recent 
STEAM activities within classrooms included          
engineering and testing of marshmallow “cannon 
balls” by 4th graders and paper cup bobsleds by    
kindergarteners. The first community garden workday 
of 2018 will be on Saturday, 3/17, 1-4 PM. You don’t 
need a green thumb for this St. Patrick’s Day event; 
info/signup at https://goo.gl/5huXvR. The lunchtime 
gardening program for students, Schoolyard                
Stewards, will be starting back up for spring soon;  
info/volunteer signup at: https://goo.gl/1bbU5y. 
 

    In Spanish, students in all grades are  
working on the unit about seasons and  
will soon begin discussing weather. Stu- 

dents in the lower grades are learning  
different vocabulary related to the seasons, 
while upper grade students will be integrating science 

and learning how the seasons are different in the 
Northern and Southern Hemispheres. Ask your      
student to sing the Rockalingua song about the     
seasons for you and to describe each season in Span-
ish! Students in gr 2-5 have also continued to work on 
their Spanish Dictionary Project, writing original sen-
tences, which they then read out loud, record, and   
select images to accompany each word. Students have 
learned to use Canvas and Google Drive to access    
materials and information. 
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We’re quickly moving into the last quarter of the 
school year!  Tomorrow evening, March 6, is our 
March PTA meeting at 7pm, and we will be voting 
on devoting additional funds to the Discovery 
Schoolyard. You are welcome to hear about the 
plans for improving our beautiful courtyard and 
voice your opinion during the discussion. 
 

Tuckahoe's biggest fundraiser of the year - the 
2018 Auction is coming up this weekend, March 
10. It is the only adults-only event organized by the 
PTA and is the biggest party of the year. It is not too 
late to purchase tickets, by visiting  tinyurl.com/
ycv39wks. As in previous years, a big chunk of our 
donations comes from teachers & parents. All funds 
raised at the auction go right back to benefit our 
kids. To donate or for more information, please 
email parentdonations@gmail.com. 
 

The Tuckahoe Home & Garden Tour will be 
on May 12, and we already have a number of spon-
sors who will be showcasing their wonderful work in 
our community’s homes and gardens. Information 
about purchasing tickets for this popular, annual 
event will be coming out soon.   
 

Grade-level PTA Liaisons: 
 

Kgn:  Anne Mace: Mace (annemmace@gmail.com) 
1st Gr:  Annette Naltchayan (nettynal@gmail.com) 
2nd Gr:  Lisa Tarpley (lisayee2003@yahoo.com) 
3rd Gr:  Leigh Taylor (kleightaylor@yahoo.com) 
4th Gr:  Nadia Facey (nncfacey@gmail.com) 
5th Gr:  Ashley Callen  (ashcallen@gmail.com) 
Ext. Day:  Kathleen Dunn 
(kathleendunn29@yahoo.com) 
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     March Book Madness is underway in the Library 
this month. Students in grades two through four 
have made their bracket selections and are eagerly 
awaiting voting to begin on March 7th. Will it be the 
crowd favorite, Nerdy Birdy by Aaron Reynolds that 
takes home the championship prize? Or will the 
dark horse, Not Quite Narwhal by Jessie Sima win it 
all? Only time will tell! Stay tuned and be sure to 
vote at home at http://marchbookmadness. wee-
bly.com/. 
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         Fourth Graders have ended their 
      division unit and are beginning to explore 
         fractions. This unit will have students  
         working with addition, subtraction, mul-
tiplication and division! It is time to put into practice 
all the major concepts we have been learning this 
year. Please continue to support your children at 
home by encouraging them to work on their multipli-
cation and division facts. We cannot stress enough 
the importance of automaticity with the facts. Fourth 
graders have just begun learning about electricity 
and magnetism in science. During our studies of 
electricity, students are going to become electrical 
engineers by learning about the Engineering Design 
Process and designing alarm circuits! Ask your   
student what he or she already knows about elec-
tricity. In social studies, we have been getting to 
know our Virginia presidents and founding fathers, 
in addition to the important documents they wrote. It 
is exciting to see how Virginia’s history has shaped 
the great state we live in today. We’ve started work-
ing on a STEAM project in class with Mrs. Egan. 
We’re discussing technology in the late 1700s and 
exploring engineering and problem solving through 
the creation of our own cannons and catapults. 
We’re excited to tie in math and science with this 
project and are having lots of fun!  We are all look-
ing forward to our field trip to Gunston Hall on 
March 9. Students will enjoy a curriculum aligned, 
hands-on experience. They will engage with story-
tellers and characters from the past, enjoy hearth-

cooking demonstrations, play 18th-century games, 
practice penmanship, and learn about deportment. 
Nonfiction writing is a focus in fourth grade and our  
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focus is currently on opinion writing. We are build-
ing upon topics that we know a lot about, or have 
experienced. Fourth graders are reading and writ-
ing up a storm! 
 

     Fifth Grade students are “Marching”   
their way into a productive third quarter!  
Ask your children which division of larger  
numbers strategy they like best.  Big  
Seven? Area Model?  Traditional Algorithm? 

continued  page 5... 



Thought of the Month:  

March 6:     PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 

March 9:     Slider Spirit Friday 

March 11:  Daylight Saving Time  
   Begins 

March 14:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

March 16:  Slider Spirit Friday 

March 16:  Curriculum Day  

March 23:  Slider Spirit Friday: Wear  
   Your College Gear! 

March 26-30:  Read Across America Day 

 

 

 

  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!    

 Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  
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As we continue     our monthly 
celebration of                 people from 
diverse back-    grounds who 
have contributed               in various  
areas, March recognizes those who have made 
specific contributions in the area of fine/performing 
arts, including actors, musicians, dancers, and 
singers. Our Cultural Heroes Board already high-
lights several heroes in this area, and students are 
encouraged to identify others who have made    
contributions and add to our board! 

 

 

“If we value a more  

just and compassionate world,  
we need to put a greater focus on 

raising caring, kind children .”  
 

                     ~Jenny Friedman,  
         author 
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Our measurement unit is also in full swing and our 
5th grade mathematicians seem to be enjoying the 
various Math Workshop menu items. In language 
arts we completed a creative writing piece and will 
soon be studying literary essay writing. We are lov-
ing our fantasy book clubs and are exploring how 
characters and texts become more complex. We 
are continuing our study of Ancient China in social 
studies. We’ll investigate the first emperor of China, 
the Han Dynasty, and the Silk Road. Our fifth grade 
materials engineers are exploring the rock cycle this 
month, as well as incorporating some of our new 
hands-on Engineering is Elementary curriculum into 
our unit. We have some very exciting things in 
store! 


