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Perspective... 

Is It Really That Time of Year Already? 

 

    Although we still have our last quarter to go for the 2016-2017 school year, many are already starting to think about 

next year, and what that means about class placements for our kids.  I suspect that there are those who wonder how 

placement decisions are made, and I thought it might be helpful to give you some insight into what is actually quite a 

complex process.  See if any of your questions are raised in the Q & A format below: 

Are class placement decisions for next year made before the end of the current school year? 

Nope.  While discussions begin toward the end of the year, class groupings are looked at throughout the summer.  Final 

decisions are not made until just before teachers return in August. 

How does the process begin? 

Later this month, teachers will sit together with their class lists.  Together they work to craft groups that they believe will 

work together successfully as a class next year.  They strive for balance across many areas, including gender, personal-

ity and temperament, strengths, and needs.  Once they have tentative class groups formed, they bring those to Dr.    

Legagneur and me.  We review those lists and make adjustments based on information we may have about the        

students, either from working with them ourselves over time, or discussions we’ve had with parents. Over the summer 

we frequently gain or lose students, or acquire additional information about our kids, which we also take into considera-

tion.  Prior to teachers returning in August the lists are finalized and assigned to teachers. 

Why don’t you accept specific teacher requests? 

Ah, the million dollar question.  Most schools actually don’t honor requests for particular teachers.  I will illustrate some 

of the reasoning behind this with a multiple choice question.  Which of the following do you think I have experienced in 

the time that I’ve been at Tuckahoe? 

 A)  Parents have requested only one teacher for their child, and that teacher then decides to leave Tuckahoe. 

 B)  Two parents have requested that their children be separated, but unknown to one another, both have         

       requested the same teacher. 

 C)  Two parents have requested that their children be placed together, but each prefers a different teacher. 

 D)  Five families have indicated that none of their children can be together, but we only have four classes at the   

       grade level. 

Answer?  ALL of the above.  Specific teacher requests actually make the process more challenging for us and 

simply can’t always be honored.  This coming year, for example, we are likely to have staff changes at multiple grade   
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This article was originally posted last year at this time, and I believe the topic is still relevant.  
It’s been updated slightly for this year. 



      Preschool is keeping busy! We cele-

       brated Earth Day in late April by planting 
         mint in an ice cream cone – we took the 
   plants home and planted them directly into 
   the soil. Our families will get to enjoy the 
      mint, and the critters that live under ground 
will get to enjoy the cone!  May will keep us busy learn-
ing about things that grow while we read books such as 
“The Ugly Vegetables” and “ Make Way for Ducklings”. 
Our pattern in Math will be ABC. The preschoolers have 
joined the Sesame Street Every Day Heroes Club, which 
aligns us with the schoolwide “Kindness is Contagious” 
initiative. The Heroes club promotes acts of kindness 
both big and small to help our youngest learners grow 
smarter, stronger and kinder. We watch child-friendly 
short videos, sing songs about kindness, and earn hero 
badges by doing things for others.  
    
     This year seems to be flying by so fast! April was full 
of Earth Day celebrations and learning about      
Tuckahoe’s other 3 R's: reducing, reusing and     
recycling. We also had our Outdoor Expeditions         
with Mrs. Egan, and celebrated learning outside              
in our Discovery Schoolyard. May will be  
another busy month for Kindergarten. We will  
be going on our annual DC Monuments field trip on May 
12th, and we need all the chaperones we can get! 
Please be in touch with your child's teacher if you are 
available to help. Thank you! Also this month, students 
will learn about the life cycles of insects, butterflies, 
plants, and frogs. In math we will be working on time and 
measurement and the different tools that are used to 
measure. We will move into fractions toward the end of 
the month. Upcoming events include the Kindergarten 
Egg Drop to celebrate the end of our life cycle unit, on 
June 2nd. We also have the Kindergarten Sing along on 
June 16th, and our end of year Kindergarten picnic 
is June 21st. The Kindergarten team looks forward to 
seeing you at all our fun events! 

 

     First Grade is eagerly anticipating their Poetry 
Slam performance scheduled for May.  In preparation we 
have been reading various forms of poetry. The students 
     have selected poems that they will recite with 
     partners of their choosing.  Our series writing 
     is off to a great start.  Students have created  
       characters that they will carry through  
         various adventures.  Please ask your  
            children to tell you all about their characters 
and what problems that they will encounter.  In math we 
will expand on analyzing story problems and developing 
critical thinking and problem solving skills. Peter Rabbit’s 
garden is under way.  We have planted peas, potatoes, 
lettuce, onion, radishes, and carrots.  Our garden is 
growing! May’s author of the month is Leo Lionni. Please  

help the first grade team to maximize the learning in the 
last eight weeks of school by reinforcing the importance 
of paying attention, following directions, and behaving 
appropriately.  
 
     Spring has sprung and so has the learning spirit in the 
Second Grade!  To conclude the third quarter, the    
second graders created digital poetry books using the 
Book Creator application.  These personalized  
projects were shared as part of a publishing  
party in all classrooms just prior to spring break.   
As we begin our fourth quarter, students will  
be introduced to opinion writing and will be  
journaling with their peers and teachers about  
current book choices and literature circle readings. In 
math, students were introduced to both standard and non
-standard forms of measurement and even got a flavor 
for the metric system.  In Science, students explored  
natural resources and participated in a STEAM learning 
opportunity with Mrs. Egan.  In Social Studies, we are 
learning about the various Native American tribes and 
the regions in which they resided in America. To engage 
your child in active discussion, ask him or her what it 
would have been like to live in America during this 
time. Further, what natural resources would they have 
had to rely upon to survive?  Such discussion should  
certainly prove interesting for learners of all ages!  

 

     Third Grade continues to move along with our 
learning.  We have finished our units on area and  
perimeter and have worked on geometry this past week 
in Math.  We have been wrapping up our Ancient Civili-
zation unit by learning about Mali and the stories of  
Sundiata and Mansa Musa.  We were able to demon-
strate our knowledge of natural, human and capital  
         resources by thinking back to our unit on 
         Greece and coming up with something to 
         sell at the local agora.  We had to do a bit 
         of research about things that would have 
   been available to us then.  It was fun  
          sharing our ideas of what we would sell 
with each other.  We took a bit of time to plant some 
spring peas in the Peter Rabbit garden last week as well.  
These peas will be able to be harvested and donated to 
AFAC before the end of the school year.  As we look  
forward to May we will be taking our reading SOL test on 
May 17

th 
and math on May 23

rd
. Please know that the 

best way to help your child prepare for these tests is to 
make sure he or she gets a good night’s sleep the night 
before and has a good breakfast in the morning.  We will 
be familiarizing the children with the testing format and 
the technology tools they will be able to use prior to the 
actual tests. If you have any questions about these tests, 
please contact your child’s teacher. After the SOL’s we 
will continue with our learning as we delve into Tuckahoe 
Town.  This is a fun culminating economics activity that 
has become a long standing 3rd grade tradition. The  
students will work in groups to create a good or service 
to “sell” at their businesses. We are excited to see what 
this year’s group of entrepreneurs will come up with! 

 
continued page 4� 

Tuckahoe Times   page 2 



     “March winds and April showers  
bring May flowers”,E Last week these  
showers and wind kept us inside during  
PE classes for several lessons.  We  
have started a soccer unit for 3

rd
, 4

th
 and 5

th
 grades, and 

we will continue this unit as the weather improves. 
Grades 1 & 2 are working on kicking soccer balls at  
targets and dribbling/passing through an obstacle 
course.  The Kindergarteners went outside for the first 
time last week to work on throwing and catching Fox-
tails.  All grade levels have been learning the ‘Wobble 
Dance’ for a general warm-up.  Please remind your child 
to bring appropriate shoes and attire to PE classes. Also, 
consider sending along a water bottle for proper hydra-
tion when we go outside for activities.  
 

       May brings nature and spring-  
       inspired work to our Slider artists, as  
       well as studies of architecture, colonial 
       crafts and ancient cultures for our 3

rd
 - 

       5
th
 graders. Primary grades will be  

              combining shapes and materials to 
make recognizable objects such as butterflies, flowers, 
and dinosaurs. We will be spending time in the Discovery 
Schoolyard when weather permits. When artwork comes 
home, please ask your child how he or she made the 
work, and what inspired it. Thank you for your support of 
Tuckahoe artists and the Art Program! 
 

     In Spanish, students are working on  
describing physical attributes of them- 

selves and others. Students are excitedly 

working toward playing Adivina Quién  
(Guess Who), asking questions about the 

characteristics of their partner’s secret  
person in complete sentences in Spanish. Ask your chil-
dren to practice describing themselves or someone else. 
Older students could also illustrate and write about  
another person—real or imaginary! For an extra  
challenge, have them review our family vocabulary while 
asking them to describe different family members. 
 

     April was one of busiest months in the Tuckahoe  
Music classrooms as our 4

th
 and 5

th
 grade students 

         worked tirelessly to prepare for 
         the spring concerts! The fifth  
         graders will be showcasing their  
         talents on Thursday, May 4

th
 and  

         the fourth graders will perform on 
         Monday, May 8

th
. Both perfor-

mances will start at 7pm. We are excited to share the 
beautiful music with all of you! Our younger students  
 

are working hard on culminating activities and perfor-
mances of their own, such as a small classroom produc-
tion of “The Legend of the Bluebonnet” (2

nd
 grade) and 

the “Three Piggy Opera” (Kindergarten).  Fifth grade  
students will soon be ready to share their creative  
projects, applying Kandinsky’s color theory to a variety of 
famous works of art and then composing a song based 
on the artwork.  Have a very musical May! 
  
  

 

 

 

 

     We’re gearing up for an exciting May in the Tuckahoe 
Library.  Kindergarteners will soon hear which book 
won the Virginia Readers Choice Award. Our mock-vote 
resulted in a win for I Yam a Donkey by Cece Bell with 
This Book Just Ate My Dog! by Richard Byrne and Shh! 
We have a Plan by Chris Haughton earning 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 

places respectively. Grades one through three will be 
hearing a variety of folk tales and fairy tales throughout 
the month, and exploring the different cultures and 
themes represented. Grades four and five will be learn-
ing about the traditional literature genre and hearing a 
variety of examples from our collection. Did you know 
that much of traditional literature was initially told orally 
and written down later? Storytelling is a wonderful way to 
develop literacy skills and foster creativity. Be sure to 
share with your child an interesting story or two you 
might have heard growing up. We will have the chance to 
share stories we’ve heard throughout the month! 

     

                This time of year there are  
               reminders everywhere of why our  
        Discovery Schoolyard is so important 
        to learning at Tuckahoe. Students have 
        planted peas to donate to AFAC, corn 
for Colonial Day, flowers to attract and learn about polli-
nators, and more. Students have been using the outdoor 
classrooms for activities including scientific observation, 
writing, and sketching.  The Schoolyard Stewards  
program, in which students spend a lunchtime learning 
about and helping with our gardens, runs through the 
end of May. Details and volunteer signup can be found 
at: https://goo.gl/2ShJij.  Many thanks to everyone who 
helped out at the April garden workday! We got a lot 
done and had fun! The last workday for this school year 
will be Saturday, June 3, from 1:00-4:00 PM. Details and 
signup: https://goo.gl/vFIVNL  I’ve been treasuring oppor-
tunities to connect nature-based and STEAM learning. 
Fifth grade Green Team members recently attended a 
presentation by amazing explorer and conservation tech-
nologist Shah Selbe at National Geographic Headquar-
ters and were selected to participate in a small-group 
workshop making environmental sensors with him! I’ve 
recently engaged 2

nd
 & 3

rd
 graders in hands-on activities 

that connect nature and science on the topics of natural 
resources and matter. I look forward to working with   
kindergarten students soon on their pattern gardens and 
with 5

th
 graders on their microbiology studies of protozoa. 
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     The PTA has sponsored many successful and fun events 
and activities in the 2016-17 school year, including the recent 
basketball game with Taylor ES and the ETC presentation of 
“Treasure Island.” Thank you to all who volunteer and make 
events like these possible. Our last formal PTA meeting for 
the 2016-17 school year will be this coming Tuesday, May 
2nd at 7pm.  Our agenda includes a presentation from Sarah 
Johnson in the APS Planning and Evaluation Office.  Sarah 
will share information about:  

• updates to APS Policy on Enrollment and       

Transfers, 

• a draft proposal regarding K-12 instructional      

options, and 

• the options for 1,300 high school seats.  

 

There are also many opportunities within the PTA for the 
2017-18 school year, including committee chair position 
openings and grade level liaisons for next year.  Please let 
Jen Bauer, your grade level liaison, or VP Jacquie Ebert 
know if you are interested in becoming more involved.  

 

2016-17 GRADE-LEVEL PTA LIAISONS:   

    

Kindergarten – Annette Naltchayan:  nettynal@gmail.com  

1st Grade – Cathy Jones:  Cathleen.m.jones@gmail.com  

2nd Grade – Leigh Taylor:  kleightaylor@yahoo.com  

3rd Grade – Nadia Facey:  nncfacey@gmail.com  

4th Grade – Ashley Callen:  ashcallen@gmail.com  

5th Grade – Shalla Ross:  shalla.ross@verizon.net  

    

Classroom News continued from page 2... 
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     We are so proud of our Fourth Grade mathemati-
cians’ hard work with our fraction unit. The month of May 
will focus on exploring decimals, then measurement. We 
will learn about our customary system of measurement 
and the metric system. We are ready to spend the  
students’ last quarter as 4th graders working hard and 
building a solid foundation of mathematical  
knowledge to guide them through the rest of  
their learning years!  We are wrapping up our  
science unit on plants. Ask your student to  
name the parts of a flower. They have been  
learning about the stamen, anther, pistil, stigma,  
ovary, petals, and sepals. Next, we will start our ecosys-
tems unit.  Fourth graders are starting to gear up for  
Colonial Day, which will be held June 9. Please get  
Colonial Day costumes, label in reusable totes, by May 
15th. Students are learning about different aspects of 
colonial life so they can faithfully reenact songs, dancing, 
and activities from the 1700s. In addition, we are continu-
ing to learn the history of our great commonwealth. April 
was National Poetry Month and 4th grade seems to be 
full of Dickinsons and Whitmans! Throughout the school 
year students have been exposed to a variety of poetry 
types and have successfully been creating their own 
original masterpieces. Poetry promotes creativity and 
freedom in writing and is a nice balance to the nonfiction 
writing students practice in fourth grade.  
 

     With all of this beautiful weather, the Fifth Grade has 
spring fever! In math, our students have finished up 
probability and are making their way into our measure-
ment unit.  This month, be sure to ask your children     
       about some of the hands-on activities in  
       which they are participating in math class. 
       Our scientists have wrapped up their  
              oceans unit with their culminating oceans 
       presentations.  Which one did your child  
              enjoy the most? We are now beginning our 
cells and classification unit.  In social studies, the stu-
dents are studying the different forms of government in 
Ancient Greece.  Ask your child to tell you the difference 
between a monarchy, an oligarchy, a tyranny, and a  
democracy.  In writing, our fifth grade students wrote 
opinion pieces of their choice. This would make a fantas-
tic family conversation during your next car ride or dinner 
together! 

 Our recent, first ever Penny War has been even more successful than 
we anticipated. Students really took to the “campaign,” a fundraiser to 
assist friends at our sister school, Matuwa Primary School in Uganda.  
There was a good bit of strategy involved, but even our youngest  
students got it and participated with deliberate thinking. The challenge 
now will be totaling each grade level’s positive and negative points, 
which will be made even more difficult just trying to lift the jugs full of 
money!  We thank all our families for helping out and supporting this 
cause. Final totals will be shared as soon as the tallies are completed! 

��������������������������

       You may be aware that these spinners are now    
     all the rage. There is even a child in the Pascal 
     house with one. Unfortunately these have       
become a major distraction at school. They are out   
during class, being put in water to spin around and 
spray others, and students are claiming to have ADHD 
(when they don’t) as a reason to have them. Those with 
a legitimate need for fidget items have them document-
ed. As a result, these are no longer allowed at school. If 
taken out during class, they will be confiscated until the 
end of the day.  Thank you for your support! 



levels. Some of those decisions may not be finalized 

until we’re into the summer, and so next year re-

quested teachers may not be where they are this 

year.  We recognize that you know your children 

well, and respect your insights as to how they func-

tion as learners.  We also have a sense of how our 

kids operate in the school setting, and that factors 

into what we think is appropriate based on our pro-

fessional knowledge and expertise as educators. 

So do we have any input into the placement  
process? 
I absolutely value parent input into the process.  
While not required, parents are welcome to send me 
something in writing—email is fine—that describes 
the type of classroom setting/environment that you 
feel would best benefit your child, based on his or 
her strengths, needs, social skills, personality, etc.  I 
keep all of this information in a file, and take it into 
consideration when final class lists and teacher  
assignments are made. 
 

And what if we don’t like the teacher assignment 
that comes in the welcome letter? 
As a parent myself, I understand wanting to make 
sure that my child gets the “best” teacher.  That 
said, I know that teacher reputations are often 
based on what is shared on social media and in the 
community.  Often, requests to change classes 
have been made based on what parents have heard 
about teachers, and for each negative comment that 
is circulated, I can produce testimonials from  
parents indicating how that same teacher was  
fantastic for their children.  I recognize that not all 
teachers are the right fit for all kids.  But that doesn’t 
mean that the teacher isn’t right for any kid.  Unless 
there has been direct experience in the past, my 
belief is to let the process work and give it a chance.  
Our goal is the same.  We want the best experience 
for our students just as our parents do.  Kids are 
also more resilient than we tend to give them credit 
for.  Not having his or her best friend in class can 
turn out to be a positive.  Learning to adapt to a new 
teaching style is a good preparation for future  
experiences.  And, every move we make has a 
domino effect in terms of class sizes and class  
compositions.  I do believe in our process, one that 
has proven to be overwhelmingly successful over 
the years, as well as the strengths of our staff.  So I 
ask that we give that process a chance before  
making decisions based on the experiences of  
others. I have also found as a parent that my  
reactions can easily influence my children’s, so 
maintaining a positive outlook goes a long way in  
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Perspective continued from page 1... helping our kids start the year off on the right foot. 
  
     I hope that provides some perspective on our 
class placement procedures. Feel free to drop me a 
note if you would like to share information about 
your child that you think will help inform the process. 

�������������������������� 

Spring SOL Testing Dates are noted below.  All 
tests will begin after morning announcements. 
Please try to avoid appointments or other absences 
on student testing days. 
 

Grade 3: 
Reading:    May 17 

Math:       May 23 

 

Grade 4: 
Reading:  May 15 

Soc. Studies: May 18 

  Math:   May 24 

 

Grade 5: 
Reading:  May 16 

Science:   May 19 

Math:   May 25  

�������������������������� 

     During this week, May 1-5, we are recognizing 
our staff and appreciating all that they do for our  

students and community.  From working tirelessly to 
teach and build relationships with our kids, to  

attending and assisting at our music concerts, to 
joining us at Silver Diner, to playing basketball, 

Tuckahoe staff rocks! Thank you! 



Thought of the Month:  

♦ May 2:  PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 

♦ May 4:  5th Gr. Spring Concert, 7:00PM 

♦ May 5:    Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ May 8:   4th Gr. Spring Concert, 7:00PM 

♦ May 10:  Walk & Bike to School Day  

♦ May 12:   Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ May 13:  Home & Garden Tour, 12:00PM 

♦ May 15:   Rising Kgn Orientation, 7:00PM 

♦ May 16:  Teacher/Support Staff of the Year 
    Ceremony, W-L HS, 7:00PM  

♦ May 17:  Rising 1st Gr Orientation, 7:00PM  

♦ May 19:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ May 22:  Rising 2nd Gr Orientation, 7:00PM  

♦ May 23:  Rising 3rd Gr Orientation, 7:00PM  

♦ May 29:  Memorial Day Holiday  

♦ May 30:  Rising 4th Gr Orientation, 7:00PM  

♦ May 31:  Rising 5th Gr Orientation, 7:00PM  

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!  

Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  

���������������������������

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

��������������������������

 

 

"Carry out a random act of   
kindness, with no expectation of 
reward, safe in the knowledge 
that one day someone might do 

the same for you."  
       ~Princess Diana   

   As we continue our monthly celebration of people 
from diverse backgrounds who have made contribu-

tions in various areas, May recognizes those who have 
made specific contributions in the field of business 
(industry, manufacturing, retail) as a follow up to last 
month’s Career Day.  Our Cultural Heroes Board has 
been started by highlighting Rosalind G. Brewer, Maris-

sa Ann Mayer, Oscar Munoz, and Steve Chen.  
Students are invited to identify others who have made 

contributions and add to our board! 
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Our “Kindness is Contagious—Spread the Word”  
initiative has taken off!  Students as well as staff are 
recognizing one another for having performed random 
acts of kindness for one another. We record them and 
have been posting them on our Kindness Wall in the 

front hallway. It’s great to see so many Sliders showing  
kindness to one another!  Check it out on your next visit! 


