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Welcome Back!       

 

Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year and the first issue of Tuckahoe Times!  We publish the first Monday 
of each month, with some occasional variations due to holidays. Links to the newsletter are sent through 
School Talk, on the Tuckahoe web page, and also on our Facebook and Twitter pages.  
 

We had a great first week of school, and I have enjoyed seeing all our Sliders return and begin in their new 
classrooms. There was such a positive energy throughout the building, and kids seemed happy to see their 
friends and begin making new ones. This past Friday we held our annual Back to School Assembly,       
welcoming all the new members to the Tuckahoe family and reviewing school expectations.  We continue 
to operate under the framework of our three R’s, Respect, Responsibility, and Remembering the Rights of 
Others. Last spring we started our “ Kindness is Contagious—Spread the Word” initiative and saw 
great success. We’re starting this year right from the beginning, reinforcing with students the importance of 
performing random acts of kindness. We’re promoting the idea that doing kind things for others not only 
makes the recipient feel good, but makes you feel good as well. 
 

Other schoolwide plans and initiatives for the year build upon those begun last year. The Discovery 
Schoolyard’s outdoor learning spaces look fantastic, thanks in large part to the PTA’s generous support, 

the work of Schoolyard Assistant Andrea 
Kaplowitz and her crew, the dedication of week-
end workday volunteers, and the incredible efforts 
of our Outdoor Learning Coordinator, Mrs. Egan.  
We are well equipped to facilitate students’ use of 
the outdoors as a context for learning, and plan to 
continue and expand our Schoolyard Stewards 
and Expeditions programming this year.  In addi-
tion, one of our 5th grade School Service groups, 
the Green Team, will work with Mrs. Egan to iden-
tify and complete additional projects to support 
Tuckahoe’s long standing exemplary project. 
 

We are also excited to continue our partnership 
with our sister school in Uganda, Matuwa Primary.  
This summer Ms. Arzoomanian and Ms. Witt had 
the opportunity to visit and participate with our 
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               We’d like to welcome our newest staff     

   members to the Tuckahoe Family! 
 

Dalila Adams, Sp.Ed Assistant 
Ellen Cathopoulis, Speech Pathologist 
Jean Cocco, School Based Guest Teacher 
Sandra Granados Ortez, PK Assistant 
Charles Keller, Special Education 

Allie LaRue, 3rd Grade 
Julie Lindeman, 4th Grade 

Nick Natalie, Instrumental Music 
Nikki Reed, Art 

Lisa Vassou, ESOL 
Erin Youngman, 3rd Grade 

Principal Pascal’s  

Perspective... 



     We have had a great first week of Kindergarten! 
Students have been busy making new friends, 
meeting all their new teachers, and learning the  
expectations of the classroom and of Tuckahoe. 
We are continuing to practice routines and proce-
dures as well as playing many new  
games to get to know each other.  
Please make sure you are checking  
your child’s daily folder every day and  
also sending it back to school! Looking  
forward to a great year! 
 

      Welcome to First Grade!  All four 1st    
 grade classrooms had a fantastic first week   
  of school. We played games and participat-     
      ed in activities to help us get to know  
      each other.  We also discovered that we    
  all have lots of things in common. In social 
studies, we made rules for our classroom, and  
discussed how they help keep us safe and learning. 
Our author of the month is Kevin Henkes, and we 
have enjoyed many of his books already.  The book 
Chrysanthemum was a great book for learning to 
appreciate ourselves for who we are. It was also a 
book we used to talk about being kind.  Ask your 
child to tell you how Chrysanthemum’s heart got 
crumpled every time a classmate hurt her feelings. 
We created an anchor chart for ways to smooth 
crumpled hearts. You can make them feel better, 
but they are still crumpled, so it is better to always 
be kind. We are thrilled to be forming our new com-
munity in first grade! 
 

     The Second Grade Rainforest was thriving with 
activity this week!  Most of our first days were spent 
learning the rules and routines of the class-
rooms.  Various activities included scavenger  
hunts to become familiar with our rooms  
and to meet new friends. Other lessons  
included math games, summer memory  
sharing, and indoor/outdoor tours of the learning 
community. Second graders were delighted to learn 
that they are now allowed to check out three books 
(vs. two) when visiting our Tuckahoe Library.  Final-
ly, this year the second grade community will be 
leading the valuable service project known as 
Tuckahoe’s Food Bus. This initiative collects and 
donates surplus food to our friends at AFAC as part 
of their “Back Pack Buddy” program. Please visit  

AFAC’s site at www.afac.org to learn more. Teachers 
will be introducing this program to students and par-
ents in the coming weeks.  Hang on tight – it’s cer-
tainly going to be an exciting adventure in the Second 
Grade Rainforest this year! 
 

     What a great first week of school we have had in 
Third Grade! The children have all done a wonder-
ful job of getting to know their new classmates, teach-
ers and routines.  We have spent time  
getting to know each other with several  
different activities to learn about our likes,  
where things are located in our classroom  
and school, as well as listening to some  
stories about flexibility, acceptance and  
reaching out to those who might be a bit different 
than ourselves.  We really enjoyed having Mr. Pascal 
come in and read Bubblegum Brain to us.  We dis-
cussed how important it is to have an open mind to 
new tasks and to try even if that task seems hard. 
With practice and patience our “bubblegum brain” can 
grow and grow.  We are looking forward to sharing 
many of our plans for the year with parents at Back to 
School night on Wednesday. There is much fun and 
learning ahead, and we are excited to see where our 
learning will take us!  
 

     We are so excited for this school year! We are 
starting off Fourth Grade by building community, re-
viewing expectations, and reacquainting ourselves 
with school rules. We are setting Hopes and Goals 
for the year and getting to know one another. We  
         are also starting to discuss all the  
         responsibilities 4th graders have and  
         setting ourselves up to be more  
         independent as the year goes on. We      
         have a busy month ahead. In social stud-
ies, you can look forward to learning about Virginia 

geography. We’ll explore weather in science class. 
Ask your student about our first experiment with a 
bag of water! In math, we are working on math talk, 
problem solving skills, and large number addition and 
subtraction. We are ready to grow our brains!  Instru-
mental music begins this week. Participating in instru-
mental music comes with the added responsibility of 
making up missed content. It is the student’s respon-
sibility to pick up missed work and check in with   
content teachers after missing a class due to instru-
mental music lessons. Fourth grade is looking for-
ward to a wonderful year! Tuckahoe Rocks! 
 

     The Fifth grade team is extremely  
excited to get the new year started!   
During the first week, the students have  
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                        As the famous artist Pablo  
       Picasso once said, “The important 
       thing is to create.”  All of your   
       students will be creating wonderful 
       works of Art throughout this school      
       year. This year, the art teachers will 
be Ms. Wetsel, and Mrs. Reed, who is new to Tuckahoe. 
We welcome Mrs. Reed from Loudoun County.  We also 
welcome parents to schedule a time to come check out 
classes or volunteer in the art rooms.  Please contact 
your student’s art teacher via email for more information. 
This year kindergarten will begin the year studying differ-
ent types of lines during their “Monster Line” project.  
First grade will be working in clay, making pumpkin pinch 
pots. Second grade will be beginning the year with a fall 
drawing, while 3

rd
 & 4

th
 grade will explore various pro-

jects that integrate with what they are studying in their 
classrooms.  Fifth grade will be exploring various medi-
ums of art and learning about famous artists.  We look 
forward to a fun and exciting year filled with creativity, 
learning, and wonder! 
   
     Welcome to the new school  
year! The Tuckahoe Music team 

has prepared a lot of engaging  
musical activities that we are  
excited to share with our students. This year, our theme 
will be "Inside Out". Inspired by the Pixar movie, we will 
be focusing on the emotional aspect of music. Music is a 
powerful tool that can make us feel joyful, energized, 
calm, or sad. Students will see how different elements of 
music such as melody, harmony, rhythm, tempo, and 
articulation contribute to the mood of the song, and how 
composers skillfully used these elements to manipulate 
our emotions. We look forward to an exciting school year 
and hope to meet many of you at Back to School Night! 
 

     The Health and Physical  
          Education staff would like to  
          welcome all families back to  
          Tuckahoe for the 2017-18 school 
year!  We are very excited to get started with many fun 
activities.  Our Physical Education teachers this year are 
Mr. Floyd Corkins and Mr. Bruce Ferratt. We would like 
to remind all Tuckahoe students that being prepared for 
PE class is very important.  Students should wear proper 
footwear and clothing to make the physical education 
environment a safer and more enjoyable experience. We 
encourage all students to bring a water bottle to class, as 
we will be taking advantage of using the newly renovated 
Tuckahoe athletic field.  Activities outside of the school 
environment are important to the health and well-being of 
your child, so we are pleased to announce an upcoming  

event.  Consider joining the Youth Bike Summit on Octo-
ber 6th – 8

th
 in Arlington and Washington DC. This is a 3-

day community event hosted by Phoenix Bikes, geared 
for youth cycling. Visit www.youthbikesummit.org   for 
more information, and @youthbikesummit #YBS17 on 
Twitter. 
 

     In Spanish classes, students are  
working on building positive classroom 

environments that are most conducive to  
language learning. Soon you should be  
able to ask your student to tell you our  
five class expectations (dame 5) for being  
an active listener in Spanish!  We will also begin discuss-
ing Hispanic Heritage Month, which begins on Septem-
ber 15th. We are looking forward to getting to know your 
students and working to ensure that all students are  
consistently challenged in class. Please look for an  
upcoming letter about the FLES program and our grading 
system in your student’s Friday folder.  
 

 

 

 

 

     Happy September! We are so happy to see our  
returning and new students and to welcome them to the 
Tuckahoe Library! Library classes this month focus on 
reorienting students to the library collections and materi-
als. Students will learn how to use their iPads to search 
the library catalog, check their library accounts, and even 
post reviews of titles they have read. Younger students 
are hearing stories about school, books, and friendship, 
while students in upper grades are learning about  
various genres and hearing related stories. Parents and 
friends who have recently visited the library may have 
noticed that we removed the desktop work stations. We 
now have eight iPads that students can use to search the 
catalogs and databases and to find the books that they 
are seeking. We are looking forward to a fun year! 
 

        It was great to see so many families  
   enjoying the Courtyard Garden during  
   Open House! Children were delighted  
   by the turtles, fish, and brand new fairy  
   garden. This space is just one of  
several outdoor classrooms used to support and inspire 
learning at Tuckahoe. Other highlights in the schoolyard 
gardens now are the cotton plants in the Colonial Gar-
den, squash in the Peter Rabbit Garden, and hyacinth 
beans blooming in Bean-sprout Corner. I have been 
working closely with teachers at various grade levels to 
plan curriculum-connected STEAM lessons for this 
month. There will be lots of ways to volunteer with the 
outdoor and STEAM programs, and information will be 
sent out in various ways throughout the year. If you are 
not already on the schoolyard mailing list and would like 
to be, please complete the short form at: https://goo.gl/
xcdKj1. 

Tuckahoe Times   page 3 

Welcome to 2017-18! 
Love, Tess 
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Perspective continued from page 1... 
 

friends directly. They have already shared the 
amazing experience they had with our students. 
Last year’s efforts (remember the Penny Wars?) 
allowed for the acquisition of solar panels for the 
school. This year students will write letters to the 
Matuwa students before Uganda schools head out 
for their summer break, and our 5K in November will 
help support additional projects to improve the 
learning environment for the community. The first 
group of Matuwa students is now being sponsored 
by Tuckahoe families. If you are interested in devel-
oping a relationship with a Matuwa student and sup-
porting his or her educational needs, we have infor-
mation in the main office. 
 

We have gotten off to a great start this year, and I 
anticipate a wonderful year for our Sliders.  As was 
the message last year, I believe we are all more 
successful when we maintain open communication 
with one another.  As questions or concerns arise, 
please contact your child’s teacher. More often than 
not, issues can be resolved through a conversation. 
Our staff is committed to doing what is best for our  
children to the best of our ability. Remembering that 
we share that common goal with you can go a long 
way to help us work together productively.  I look 
forward to seeing you on Wednesday evening at 
7:00pm at Back to School Night! 
    

Welcome Back from the PTA!   Our PTA officers this 
year are:  
 Shalla Ross, President 
 Jacquie Ebert, Vice President 
 Tim Riordan, Secretary 

 Katie McAllister, Treasurer   
 

Our grade level liaisons:  
 Anne Mace - Kindergarten 

 Annette Naltchayan - 1st Grade 

 Lisa Tarpley- 2nd Grade 

 Leigh Taylor - 3rd Grade 

 Nadia Facey - 4th Grade 

 Ashley Callen - 5th Grade .    
 

     The PTA hosts a variety of schoolwide events 
throughout the year including Harvest Fest and the 
Home and Garden Tour.  In March we also have our 
biannual auction! The PTA sponsors many activities 
and fundraisers throughout the year that support 
teacher grants, the Discovery Schoolyard as well as 
student and teacher activities at Tuckahoe. I ask 
that every family either contribute to the no pain 
fundraiser when you update your directory            
information and join the PTA, or decide as a family 
to choose one of our many activities/events and      
volunteer some time towards making that event 
happen. Nothing the PTA does would happen with-
out a lot of volunteer effort; if every family can adopt 
just one activity or event, we will have plenty of  
people to maintain the great traditions of Tuckahoe 
while not overwhelming everyone.  We welcome 
your help as much as we look forward to getting to 
know you and welcoming you to get more involved 
with your   community here at Tuckahoe.  Back to 
School Night is the first PTA meeting of the year, in 
the gym, where we will approve the proposed 2017-

2018 budget.  The remaining PTA meetings will be 
held the first Tuesday of the month at 7PM in the 
library. I am excited that our October meeting will 
include a presentation from the Department of     
Justice and Arlington Police Department talking 
about Internet Safety, so mark your calendars!  I 
look forward to seeing you all at Back to School 
Night!  
 

Shalla Ross  

PTA President 

Classroom News continued from page 2... 
 
participated in various community-building activities, 
both as a grade level and in their homerooms. The 
remainder of the month will be dedicated to working 
on summer reading book projects, studying the scien-
tific method, reviewing math facts, and learning about 
early humans. Be sure to ask students about the  
science experiments they’ve done, and about their 
summer book projects.  We have many different 
hands-on activities planned for the first month, and 
we are eager to get started. For more information on 
what is going on in our classrooms, please refer to 
the monthly calendar sent home with your child. 
Please be sure to have your child show you how he 
or she accesses Google Classroom from home.  
Follow us on twitter at @TuckahoeGrade5 for pictures 
and moments captured during your 5th grade  
student’s last year at Tuckahoe!  

��������������������������

    Mitch Pascal 



Thought of the Month:  

♦ September 13: Back to School Night, 7:00PM 

♦ September 14: School Lockdown DRILL 

♦ September 15: Slider Spirit Friday  

♦ September 22: Slider Spirit Friday  

♦ September 28: School Lockdown DRILL 

♦ September 29: Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ October 2: October Tuckahoe Times Published 

♦ October 3: Fall Pictures 

♦ October 4: Fall Walk & Bike to School Day 

“We cannot  

accomplish all that we  
need to do without working        
  together.”    

                     

      ~Bill Richardson           

So I’m new to Tuckahoe.   

What happens on Back to School Night? 
 

Back to School Night is an annual “adults only” event 
that allows parents the opportunity to meet their child’s 
teacher, see the classroom, and learn what the year 
will bring in terms of curriculum and expectations.  At 
Tuckahoe the night begins in the gym at 7:00 where 
Mr. Pascal will introduce the staff.  There is a short, but 
important PTA meeting, where the   primary business is 
adopting the budget for the year.  Parents then visit 
classrooms, where teachers present the same 20-

minute session twice, so that     families with more than 
one child can attend both. The evening wraps up by 
8:30. Overflow parking will be available at Bishop 
O’Connell HS. 

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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����� Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!   

Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  

���������������������������
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What do I do if I have a concern about some-

thing my child says is happening in class? 
 

This is actually not uncommon over the course of the 
year. Our recommendation is always to begin by con-
tacting the teacher. Sometimes a student reports in-
formation that has another side to it. Sometimes 
something in class is misunderstood or misperceived. 
Sometimes something happened that does need to be 
remedied or corrected. The key from our perspective 
is open communication, approaching concerns from a 
mutually respectful, rather than adversarial standpoint. 
This goes a long way to keeping everyone calm, not 
defensive, and productive to address the concern. If, 
after working with the teacher, administrative interven-
tion is needed, do contact us. In an attempt to be re-
sponsive, either Dr. Legagneur or I may contact par-
ents to discuss concerns. As co-leaders of the build-
ing, either one of us will do our best to assist. 


