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     Well not quite a wrap.  We do have 15 busy  
days ahead of us before officially saying  
goodbye to the 2016-17 school year. As  
we do begin to enter the home stretch, it  
never fails to amaze me how quickly the  
school year has passed.  Once again, I feel  
like we’ve had an outstanding school year.   
Seeing academic and social growth of our Sliders 
throughout the school year is the best part of my 
job, aside from the occasional hug from one of 
our kindergarteners...With the amount of high  
level instruction and learning that takes place 
throughout the school year, we do want to be cog-
nizant of the “summer loss” phenomenon and 
guide our kids to keep up their skills. This is 
something students will hear from their teachers, 
and you’ll see repeated on the next several pages 
by our grade level teams.  I think few would argue 
that kids should read over the summer, but ]
recommendations for summer practice include 
writing and practicing math skills as well.  That 
said, it’s summer.  Kids need to clear their  
    minds, have fun, vacation, sleep 
    in a little, go to camp, play  
    outside.  Skills practice can be 
      incorporated into daily routines 
         so that they don’t seem like 
      “work.” I support students  
    reading books of their choice. Let 
their writing be authentic, either journaling about 
summer travels or writing to relatives and friends. 
Math facts can be five minute reviews in the car 
and applied authentically when at the grocery 
store, at a restaurant, or at home in the kitchen.  
The more the practice is regularly maintained, the 
easier it will be for students to recoup those skills 
when they return in the fall. 

        For me, summer is also a great time 
   to catch my breath and do some reflec-
   tion about the school year just ending 
    and preparing for the one to come.  I  
      consider the discussions I have with  
      staff, about what they felt went well and 
  what goals they have for moving forward, 
and try to answer those same questions myself. 
     Our partnership with Matuwa Primary School in 
Uganda really took off this year.  We now have 
Tuckahoe families sponsoring 17 Matuwa students 
so that their school attendance can be facilitated 
with greater ease and hopefully lifelong relation-
ships established. Our Penny Wars fundraiser gen-
erated almost $1900 which will help create a wall 
size world map and contribute toward solar panels 
for the school. Our 5th grade has offered to donate 
a portion of their annual school gift to take the pro-
ject even further.  The degree to which our students 
have begun really thinking about others whose 
needs differ so greatly from ours has been gratifying 
to witness, and I hope will be a mindset they take 
with them long after leaving Tuckahoe. 
     Not totally unrelated to this is the success we’ve 
begun to see with our Kindness is Contagious   
campaign.  Although it only kicked off recently,    
students—and staff—are demonstrating random 
acts of kindness toward one another to a greater 
degree than before, which we proudly recognize in 
the front hallway near the office. Seems like a sim-
ple concept, be kind to one another,  
but unfortunately that’s not always the  
case. We take time to recognize  
these, as we do believe they can be  
“contagious”, and we are beginning  
to see greater evidence and  
acknowledgement of how helping one  
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        Winding things down for the year in the 
       Preschool – hard to believe how quickly 
   another school has gone! We will be  
   saying good bye to 5 graduates as they 
   move on to kindergarten. Preschool  
        graduation will take place on Wednesday, June 
21 at 10am in the multipurpose room.  Our learning 
theme is “Things that Grow” and we have planted  
marigolds in our planters in front of the school  
already. We are focusing on AABBCC patterns and  
creating categories/groups of materials and objects. 
We are pleased to announce that our program was 
awarded a grant to purchase alternative seating options 
for next school year. The money will be used to purchase 
“wobble chairs”. These chairs provide necessary sensory 
input which increases attention and participation skills. 
Looking forward to this exciting new accommodation for 
the kids! 

 

     Kindergarten kicked off June with our annual Egg 
Drop! We are ending our unit on life cycles with this fun 
event where students built contraptions to try and protect 
their eggs from breaking when dropped off the roof! We 
are also eagerly awaiting our Sing Along on  
June 16th. Please join us in the multipurpose  
room to watch your children perform some of  
the songs they have learned this year. This  
month in the classroom students will continue  
learning about different kinds of habitats and the  
animals that live in those habitats. In math, students are   
focusing on telling time on analog and digital clocks, as 
well as learning basic fractions. We plan to end the year 
with our annual Kindergarten Picnic on June 21st. It will 
be carnival-themed this year. For more information, or if 
you'd like to volunteer, please reach out to your child's 
teacher or room parent. With the school year nearing an 
end, we'd like to thank parents for all of their support this 
school year! We are so pleased with all of the children's 
growth, and we encourage you to continue working with 
your child over the summer. Please encourage your child 
to read over the summer, and maybe even help your 
child create a summer journal where he or she can write 
about your summer adventures. Have a happy and safe 
summer, and please come back and visit us next year! 
 

      First graders enjoyed another successful year as  
  gardeners. Our sugar snap peas, lettuce,  
  beets, onions, and spinach came in beautifully 
  and we enjoyed eating them at our end of the 
  year salad party. Additional radishes were  
        donated to the Arlington Food Assistance 
      Center. This has been a year of great  
successes.  All of the students are confident and ready 
for the challenges that second grade will bring. We want  

 

 

 

 

to take this opportunity to thank all of our wonderful  
parents. We valued your support and help in making this 
a successful year for the first graders. Have a wonderful 
summer and don’t forget to read! 
 

     As the temperatures heated up, so did our work effort 
and energy!  Second grade students were  
excited to welcome our Painted Lady Butterflies  
in mid-May. Thanks (again) to our extraordinary  
STEAM teacher, Mrs. Egan, we first hosted  
the tiny caterpillars or larva in our classrooms.  
They quickly changed to pupa and finally metamor-
phosed into the butterflies that were released the week of 
May 22. In math, we have “probabilitied” ourselves to 
exhaustion.  Are our children asking you about the 
chance of a coin being tossed on its head or the  
viability of a rain storm approaching on a hot and sunny 
day?  If so, our diligent instruction has paid off!  If not, 
please consider asking questions such as what is the 
chance of the traffic of light turning yellow or picking a 
flavor of ice cream among many others. In language arts, 
we have been working on opinion writing products about 
topics such as mothers, lunch menus, and personal book 
choices. As good citizens in our classrooms and in our 
broader community, we are looking to invoke and recog-
nize greater acts of kindness among us all. We closed 
the month with an eventful field trip to the Natural History 
Museum and the National Gallery of Art Sculpture Gar-
den. As a special treat, we were joined  
on our trip by several of our teaching  
specialists, Ms. Allen, Mrs. Reilly, and  
Mrs. Lunn. They took our scavenger  
hunt in the garden to a higher level of  
thinking by challenging our students to consider the pat-
tern and number of blocks needed to create a unique 
structure. To emphasize the solidity of the structure (hint: 
don’t forget the blocks that can’t be seen), students used 
handheld cubes to create their own pyramids and 3D 
sculptures. It was a grand trip supported in large part by 
our many parent volunteers. It’s hard to believe that the 
year is coming to a close. Please remember to complete 
summer math packets, participate in Tuckahoe’s summer 
reading program, and look for organic opportunities to 
practice life skills such as making change, telling time, or 
measuring the distance between objects.  Happy Sum-
mer and best wishes in third grade and beyond! 
 

     “That was easier than I thought that would be.” “I 
know I did my best.” “That wasn’t so hard.”  These are 
   just a few of the comments our third  
   graders shared with us after they  
   finished their first SOL test. The children 
   all did such a good job following the  
   directions and taking their time reading 
       and answering all questions.  We were so 
glad they all felt as confident afterwards as they did. Now 
with the testing behind us our sights are turned towards a 
couple of end of the year projects. The children selected 
their working groups for Tuckahoe Town last week.  
Tuckahoe Town is an economic simulation in which the  
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     As we move towards summer  
break and the close of the 2016-17  
school year, the Physical Education  
staff would like to announce the return  
of Tuckahoe Field Day!  This awesome event will 
be held on Wednesday, June 7th. The rain date will 
be June 8. Parents, please send your child to 
school with appropriate footwear and clothing 
(loose & light) for the fun outdoor activities and   
water bottles for personal hydration. Finally, we 
would like to encourage our Tuckahoe community 
to remain physically active during the summer 
months. With vacations, trips or family social activi-
ties, it is important to continually make good nutri-
tional choices.  Have a healthy and safe time off. 
We look forward to seeing all of our Tuckahoe   
Sliders and their families in the fall!      
 

       As the school year comes to a 
       close, look for all student art work 
       coming from a backpack to a home 
       near you. Kindergarten has been 
             continuing their year long focus on 
pattern, design, lines, and shapes. They have been 
parading around beautiful butterflies and terrific  
turtles. First grade has been working on skills like 
foreground, middle ground, and background. They 
have been making festive cherry blossoms and 
bright flowers. Second grade has been working on 
terrific tigers and rainforest themes, while 3rd grade 
has been working on figure drawing and incorporat-
ing themes from social studies. Fourth graders  
continue their colonial unit with weaving and study-
ing color theory. Fifth grade has been working more 
independently with student guided projects like 
masks, movies, and all different mediums. This 
summer we hope your Sliders get the opportunity to 
visit some great museums, whether it be in D.C., 
New York, or even abroad. If not, there are some 
great internet resources and blogs. A great art blog 
is Deep Space Sparkle, or try Google Draw.  
 

     In Spanish class, students are         
continuing their hard work on                    
descriptions. Kindergarten and  
first grade students practiced their  
descriptions vocabulary with a  
modified version of the “four corners” game 

outdoors. They practiced listening skills and walked 
towards a picture that matched the description they 
heard in Spanish. Students in 2nd through 5th 
grade have played different versions of Guess Who 
in Spanish, asking and answering yes or no ques-
tions in complete sentences describing people. All 
students will write sentences about themselves in 
Spanish, using tengo (I have), llevo (I’m wearing) 
and soy (I am) to describe their physical attributes. 
With older students, we will read our descriptions to 
the class and try to guess the author! Help your stu-
dent continue his/her Spanish learning over the 
summer. There are many free videos on the Rocka-
lingua site, and Duolingo can be a great resource 
(and source of entertainment on-the-go). ¡Qué  
tengan buenas vacciones de verano! 
 

     Students’ final music classes  
will have them working on small 
classroom productions of "The  
Legend of the Bluebonnet"  
(2nd grade), "Three Piggy Opera" (Kgn) and 
"Gunniwolf" (3rd grade). Students are also learning 
about classics like "Peter and the Wolf" (1st grade) 
and "Carnival of the Animals" (2nd grade). Fifth 
graders will master the North Skelton Sword Dance 
while 4th graders prepare for Colonial Day. To  
support our steadfast belief in the powerful role of 
music education, our goal this year was to demon-
strate the strong correlation between music and  
academic success in other disciplines. We also  
continuously aim to open students' minds and 
hearts to the beautiful and powerful world of music. 
To that end, students learned how music is all 
around; it is part of every society and culture.  
Students discovered how music has inspired count-
less writers, artists, scientists, politicians, movie  
directors, video-game creators, and many more. 
Whether you stay at home or travel, we encourage 
you to find music. Attend concerts, festivals, street 
performances, whatever music you can find. We 
know that music has the power to change. It has 
the power to make us kinder, stronger, happier, and 
to make us more humane.  
 

 
  

 

 

     Things are heating up in the library in June! This 
month, students are enhancing their understanding 
of folk and fairytales by hearing similar versions of 
well-known fairytales from various parts of the coun-
try and beyond – The Three Cabritos (Texas), The 
Three Geese (Italy), Pretty Salma (West Africa),  
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Classroom News continued from page 2... 

children work in groups to produce a good and/or service 
made primarily out of natural or recycled materials. The 
        groups will “sell” their goods and services 
        to parents and other visitors on June 14th. 
        The children are given a budget that they 
        must keep within for all their items.  They 
        learn how to use a check register to keep 
        track of their money, write checks to pur-
chase items, and work together as a group to mass pro-
duce a good and/or a service. In addition, they will create 
both a digital advertisement as well as a print version, 
and set up their store to “sell” their wares. It is always fun 
to see which group gets hit by the entrepreneurial spirit. 
As we wrap up the year we would like to say thank you 
for all the support you have given your child at home 
throughout the year.  Checking assignment notebooks, 
verbal reminders about library books to be returned, 
making sure they have the right clothing for outdoor  
recess.  These seemingly small acts have made our jobs 
here at school easier. We are proud of the growth all the 
children have made and we are excited to watch them 
continue to grow in the coming years.   
 

     Fourth grade students have learned so  
much in math this year. From large number  
addition and subtraction, to multiplication and  
division. We’ve worked through word problems,  
fractions, decimals, measurement, probability,  
and geometry. We’ve used our knowledge of  
multiplication facts and inverse operations to help         
us along the way. Don’t let this knowledge slip away! 
There are a variety of math practice websites available 
for free use online. Some of our favorites are Multiplica-
tion.com and Setgame.com. Practice the skills and strat-
egies you have developed this year over the summer to 
prepare yourself for 5th grade. Our 4th grade scientists 
have done a wonderful job hypothesizing and experi-
menting all year. We will be finishing the year in science 
with ecosystems and some fun animal adaptation les-
sons! Just because our testing is over doesn’t mean 
we’re slowing down in social studies. In fact, we are 
gearing up for our fantastic culminating activity, Colonial 
Day! We have  
researched many aspects of colonial times and are  
busily preparing for a memorable event, to be held the 
     morning of June 9 starting in the
     gym. We are also looking  
                              forward to our final field trip, Mt. 
     Vernon, on June 16. Please  
            remember to keep exploring our 
great state over the summer! Fourth graders were chal-
lenged at the beginning of the year to read 40 books in 
various genres by the end of the year. Many will meet 
and even surpass the 40-book challenge soon! Keep up 
the reading habits that you nurtured this year! Thank you 
for a great school year. We are so proud of our students 
and their many accomplishments. Wishing everyone a 
happy and safe summer break! 
 

     Our fifth graders are gearing up for their last month of 
school at Tuckahoe! They are learning a lot and  reflect-
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ing on their fond memories of the past several years. In 
math, classes are making their own math games based 
           on content they’ve learned this year. In 
    science, students will be taking their last 
   unit test on Cells and Classification, and 
   then working on a project of their choice 
   to research the 5th grade desert biome. 
   Social studies takes students on explora-
tions of ancient Rome. In language arts we are studying 
traditional literature with Ms. Nisco, our librarian, and we 
are wrapping up our Genius Hour presentations to share 
with our classes. In health, we are learning the 5th 
grade Family Life curriculum. You might ask your child 
about something learned and see if he or she has any 
questions for you. To help keep skills sharp over the 
summer, students should be sure to read a lot, practice 
their math facts, and get ready for middle school! This 
year has gone by so quickly and we’re looking forward 
to our Farewell ceremony and other end of year celebra-
tions! 

Department News continued from page 3... 

The Cake Tree (Sri Lanka), and more! After exploring the 
various tales, students are faced with tasks that will chal-
lenge their thinking skills. Can they build a straw raft for 
the Billy Goats Gruff? A zip line for Red Riding Hood? 
What about a toothpick house for the Three Little Pigs? 
Check out the Library Twitter feed - @TuckahoeLibrary - 
to find out!  Looking for good titles to keep your student 
engaged in reading throughout the summer? Check out 
the 2017-18 Virginia Readers’ Choice books at https://
www.vsra.org/vrc/. The Horn Book also has a great list of 
recommended titles for those long, summer days at 
www.hbook.com/2017/05/blogs/family-reading/2017-

summer-reading-list/#_ Additionally, Arlington Public  
Library will visit with all classes on Tues. 6/13 to talk to 
students about their Summer Reading Program. Learn 
more about their amazing summer reading program 
at  http://library.arlingtonva.us/explore/for-readers/
summer-reading/.   Hope you have a great summer!  
 

     Students at all grade levels have had opportunities 
recently to make connections between content and  
       outdoor learning. One of the high-

       lights of the month was seeing 1st  
       graders harvest – and enjoy eating - the 
       lettuce, peas, carrots, radishes, and  
       onions they had planted and tended! 
       Equally exciting was seeing Pre-K, K 
and 2nd grade students raise and release butterflies as 
they studied life cycles. Third graders studied plant parts 
in detail, 4th graders helped plant colonial crops, and 5th 
graders compared the biome we live in (temperate decid-
uous forest) with a very different biome – the desert.  
Before the school year ends, students will help to clear 
out many of the garden beds so they are ready for new 
plantings. Thanks to a grant from APS, the Spanish 
teachers were able to work with students to plant herbs  
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    Mitch Pascal 

Hope you can join us for an afternoon of fun! 

used in Hispanic cooking in deck planters outside 
their classrooms. The grant also allowed for the  
purchase of a small tumbling compost bin for  
student use. Look for new informational garden 
plant markers to appear in the coming weeks and 
months, also courtesy of this grant. The Schoolyard 
program would not exist without tremendous sup-
port from Tuckahoe’s PTA and community, support 
that is greatly appreciated!  Looking ahead towards 
summer and next school year, there are SO many 
ways for families to become involved with our  
Discovery Schoolyard program, ways that fit every-
one’s interest and availability. If you are not sure 
whether you are on the Schoolyard mailing list and 
would like to be, please contact: margaret.egan@ 
apsva.us. 
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Welcome to the last month of the school year!  The 
PTA is excited to sponsor a day at outdoor lab for 
Tuckahoe families on Sunday, June 11th from 
1:00PM-4:00PM.  We are excited to sponsor a day 
for this wonderful opportunity for all Tuckahoe fami-
lies to enjoy and see what all the excitement is about 
that our 3rd and 5th graders get to experience.  We 
are in need of volunteers, so please look to see how 
you can help:  http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0c4aa9ab2eaafc1-tuckahoe.  The PTA will be 
providing hotdogs (turkey and beef) and s’mores to 
cook over the fire.  Please plan to bring your own 
drinks and any other food you would like or dishes to 
share.  There is not a lot of parking so if you plan to 
attend try to team up with another family to car-
pool.   The Outdoor Lab is located at 5554  
Beverley's Mill Rd. Broad Run, VA 20137. The 
Tuckahoe PTA will present a $600 check to the  
Outdoor Lab which is possible from proceeds from 
this year's Tuckahoe vs. Taylor basketball game.   

Department News continued from page 4.. Perspective continued from page 1.. 

another, because it’s the right thing to do, feels good 
not only for the recipient but for the provider as  
well.  We’ll kick off next year’s campaign when we 
return in September, and I anticipate we’ll continue 
to see greater recognition of why and how we can 
be kind to one another. 
     Looking ahead to next year as a staff, we are 
continuing our professional growth. We have begun 
exploring elements of the Responsive Classroom 
approach, which emphasizes the social, emotional, 
and academic growth of students in a strong and 
safe learning environment, and several staff mem-
bers are participating in formal training this summer. 
We will also be focusing on additional intervention 
strategies to provide greater assistance to our  
students facing academic challenges. We recently 
began looking at how to improve the structure of our 
classroom libraries, and I’m eager to see how those 
develop as the new year starts.  We are learning 
more about the APS Personalized Learning initia-
tive, how much of what we already do complements 
the idea, and what else we can do to work with our 
kids even more effectively.  And perhaps our biggest  
ongoing professional development centers around 
our work as a Professional Learning Community.  A 
PLC is not something we “do” but who we are.  Our 
philosophy as a PLC is that we are a group of  
educators that meets regularly, shares expertise, 
and works collaboratively to improve teaching skills 
and the academic performance of students.  So 
there continues to be a good deal on our plates, but 
the efforts are what make our jobs worth it, working 
to do the best we can to educate our students, both 
academically and interpersonally. 
     As we wind down, I want to wish all of our Slider 
families a very safe, restful, relaxing summer break. 
Thank you for sharing your kids with us, and I hope 
you are able to create many wonderful memories 
with your family and loved ones.  We’ll see many of 
you at our Open House on August 31 and all of you 
when we kick off 2017-18 on September 5. 

Realize you’re missing a coat? Sweatshirt? 
Jacket? Lunchbox? Check out our extensive  

collection on the tables in the front hallway.  
Anything left behind will be donated on June 9. 



Thought of the Month:  

♦ June 7:  Field Day 

♦ June 9:  Colonial Day  

♦ June 9:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ June 11:  Tuckahoe Day at the Outdoor Lab 

♦ June 14:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

♦ June 16:  Kindergarten Sing Along, 2:00PM 

♦ June 16:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ June 21:  PreK Graduation, 10:00AM 

♦ June 21:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

♦ June 21:  5th Grade Farewell, 6:00PM 

♦ June 23:  Report Cards Distributed 

♦ June 23:  Last Day of School 

♦ June 23:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 
6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 
Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 

Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 
www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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"No act of kindness, no 

matter how small, is ever 

wasted.  

    ~Aesop   
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As we wrap up this year’s monthly celebration of 
people from diverse backgrounds who have made 
contributions in various areas, June recognizes 
those who have made specific contributions in the 
field of health & fitness (doctors, nurses, athletes, 
nutritionists, fitness and health care professionals).  
Our Cultural Heroes Board has been started by 

highlighting Dr. Antonia  Novello, Dr. Charles Drew, 
Michael Chang, Lisa Leslie, and Jack Lalanne.  
Students are invited to identify others who have 
made contributions and add to our board! 
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Traveling this  
Summer?   

Take this guy with you! 

As we’ve done for breaks this year, take a picture 
of our Slider with your Slider! Where will he end 
up?  Mount Rushmore?  Grand Canyon?  Eiffel 
Tower? We’re looking for pictures of our Tuckahoe 
Rocks bumper sticker wherever your travels take 
you this summer.  We’ll clean off the map in the 
front office and plot our new submissions as they 
come in. Let’s see how many places we can get 
Tuckahoe to Rock by the time we return in  
September! 


