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Perspective... 

Too Early to Think About Careers? 

   This month we talk a bit about career choices. Mrs. 
Jenkins plans our annual Career Day program, and our 
final Slider Spirit Friday of the month invites students to 
dress for the career they may want to have some day.  
When we ask our kids, “What do you want to be when 
you grow up?” chances are more than likely that our kids  
have no firm ideas about what they want to be or do—but 
it’s never too early to help them explore all the options 
out there. Now, more than ever, children are seeing that 
there’s nothing that they can’t achieve. That said, my 
oldest determined she wanted to be a veterinarian from 
the time she was six. That remained in place until her 
first year in college. My son, on the other hand, believes 
he will be the next ESPN personality. While he’s off to 
college next year, he hasn’t abandoned that dream. Time 
will tell if he can succeed with it. My youngest, in third 
grade, has indicated she’ll be either a singer, dancer, 
poet, or Starbucks manager. So where to start? 

 

Get Them Involved (but not too involved�)  From 
Scouts to Boys and Girls Clubs, there are wonderful   
afterschool organizations that help children learn and 
grow. Many bring in guest speakers to talk about their 
careers and take field trips to “work sites” ranging from 
fire stations to hospitals. 
 

Read all about it. School and public libraries are 
stocked with books for children that introduce them to 
interesting careers. Check out titles like When I Grow Up, 
See What You Can Be, Jobs People Do, Career Day,  
and don’t forget Dr. Seuss’ inspiring Oh the Places You’ll 
Go. Online, visit www.khake.com/page64.html which  
offers career exploration guides and resources for 
younger students. 
 

Have the “tools” on hand.  Children can’t know if 
they’re good at something unless they try it. By having a 
wide variety of supplies available, your children can    
explore different skills, while having fun in the process.  

Calculators, math puzzles and games, and building sets 
are appealing to those who might end up in math or engi-
neering careers. Toy medical kits and a supply of Band-

Aids are always a hit, and can light a fire in future health 
professionals’ lives. Art supplies, craft kits, and musical 
instruments may spur an interest in the arts. Check for 
low-cost used items at thrift stores or garage sales. 
 

Help them start their own businesses. Or at least 
consider what’s involved. Many of our kids have estab-
lished “business settings” to raise money for donation to 
organizations like Arlington Academy of Hope—and I 
think that’s extremely admirable. Even with a lemonade 
stand, there are many ways kids can try out the world of 
work. With your supervision, kids could launch a pet-
sitting or leaf-raking business, sell homemade crafts or 
baked goods, or earn cash working as “mother’s help-
ers.” They can be taught how to set a financial goal, mark 
their progress toward it, and celebrate their successes. 
This also leads to lessons that complement our economic 
standards with concepts such as saving and spending, 
and making choices.  
 

Talk about your job. Many parents have jobs that 
their kids can’t really comprehend. They might only know 
that you work in an office building or a store. Share with 
them what your work environment is like. Talk to them 
about the education and training you needed to get your 
job. This follows along nicely with Career Day at the end 
of the month. 
 

Keep them balanced.  It’s tempting for parents to see 
a talent in their child and focus just on that. But the most 
successful people in life have a wide variety of interests 
and abilities. Be proud and encouraging of your young 
artist’s work, but make sure he or she also does well in 
math, science, reading, and other areas. Enjoy your 
child’s computer wizardry, but make sure he or she also 
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    The Preschoolers had a fabulous  
           time attending the Big Apple Circus on  
  March 9 at the National Harbor. We  
  were able to sit ringside and had  

      special visits from the Circus clowns! We 
will travel to the David M Brown Planetarium on April 
16th to participate in the presentation “One World One 
Sky: Big Bird’s Big Adventure”. This trip is always a 
highlight of our school year!  We will focus on ABCD 
patterns in math and lower case letter recognition  
during language arts rotations. We are also continuing 
to focus on sequencing cards of every day events and 
answering “who, what, and where” questions related 
to familiar stories.  Our participation with the Wolf Trap 
residency program has started and we welcome Miss 
Michele into our classroom twice a week. The children 
are eager for her visits and we have learned about 
growing vegetables, the life cycle of the butterfly, and 
various weather patterns. We are looking forward to 
warmer weather so that we can begin planting in our 
outdoor spaces. We will be taking care of the beautiful 
sunflower planters located near the Principal’s Garden 
just outside the main doors. Can’t wait to fill them with 
pretty flowers! 

 

     Kindergarten students have been busy  
learning many new things! In math, we are  
wrapping up our comparing numbers unit  
(greater than, less than, fewer, etc.) and are  
focusing on more advanced pattern work  
(building, extending, identifying patterns)  
and continuing with addition and subtraction strate-
gies. Later this spring we will begin teaching our 
measurement and time unit. In social studies, we will 
continue learning about maps and globes during the 
next couple of weeks. In science, students will begin 
learning about spring changes, types of weather, and 
the different types of clouds. We will also celebrate 
Earth Day and learn about the importance of reducing, 
reusing and recycling! We also look forward to our 
Outdoor Learning Expedition, tentatively scheduled for 
Friday, May 11th. This will be an opportunity for     
parents to volunteer and help students rotate through 
various outdoor activities. If you are interested in help-
ing out that day, please contact your child's teacher! 
 

       First Grade is ready for the month of      
     April and poetry!  We became skilled review   
     writers during Writer’s Workshop in March.  
        This month we will move on and become   
         writers of a series! We will all need an  
      empty cereal box to keep our stories in.  In 
language arts we will be reading and writing poetry. This 
culminates in a Poetry Slam which we perform for the  

 

school and for parents in May. Peter Rabbit’s garden is 
under way. We have planted peas, potatoes, lettuce, 
onions, radishes, and carrots.  We are eagerly awaiting 
their growth. In math we will be learning about fractions, 
specifically halves and fourths. We will then move onto 
telling time to the hour and half hour! Please have your 
child practice telling time on both digital and analog 
clocks at home. This month we say goodbye to Mo Wil-
lems, and we will enjoy reading the work of many poets. 
 

     Just when you thought that spring had  
sprung, early March brought cold weather,  
ice, and snow.  Fortunately, it didn’t halt our  
learning in Second Grade and we started  
new units in both math and science.  In  
math, students extended their knowledge of addition 
and subtraction by working with two and three digit 
problems. A variety of strategies including the algo-
rithmic method were taught to give students the flexi-
bility of solving both mentally and on paper. In        
science, students learned the properties of magnets 
and even participated in hands-on investigation sta-
tions with our STEAM instructor, Ms. Egan. As read-
ers and writers, we finished our unit on non-fiction 
resources and shared our original writing products, 
cross level, as part of an expert panel/jigsaw share. It 
was great fun!  As April opens, we are once again 
starting new units in math and social studies: time & 
measurement and economics. We encourage you to 
ask your child questions about time and allow him or 
her to manage small amounts of money when making 
purchases. We do all we can to teach but nothing 
beats real-life learning opportunities such as these!   
 
     The view from the Third Grade win-

         dows continues to get more beautiful 
        with each day.  Watching the trees green 
         up with their new leaves and the peeks 
         of  the cherry trees budding around the 
         school have brightened all of our days.  
All we need now is for the temperatures to moderate 
and it will truly feel like spring! The children are also 
like the trees. They are bursting with confidence as 
they test out their new learning each day.  Each of 
them has truly blossomed academically and socially 
as the year has progressed.  As we enter the final 
quarter of the year we will be focusing on geometry, 
and measurement in math.  The children will be work-
ing to identify both two dimensional and three dimen-
sional shapes.  In addition, they will learn how to find 
the area and perimeter of various objects. In language 
arts our focus will turn to persuasive writing and read-
ing more non-fiction material.  Social studies will take 
us to Ancient Egypt and China, and then to Econom-
ics and a review of various forms of government.  In 
science we will learn more about simple machines,  
and resources.  We have a full agenda ahead of us!  
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    “Everything you can imagine is real.”  
    -Pablo Picasso 

       Spring is a fantastic time in the Art  
    department!  Our artists have built  
    amazing foundational skills. We    
returned from spring break energized and ready to 
dive into challenging  projects and interesting skills. 
Here is a brief snapshot of the work we have been 
doing:  Kindergarten students are busy exploring land-
scapes. They are incorporating animals into their art-
work and gaining more experience painting. First 
graders are using straight lines and different types of 
shapes to create robots and architectural drawings. 
Second graders have been creating paper weavings 
and adding elements of collage to their work. Third 
graders have also been weaving and are delving into 
the world of fiber arts through the use of yarn. Fourth 
graders have been creating artwork based on the les-
sons they have learned in their Virginia studies curric-
ulum. Fifth graders have been honing in on the use of 
color schemes through various 2D and 3D artworks. 
 

     The Physical Education Department would like to 
express our deepest gratitude to our  
Tuckahoe families and community for  
donating to the American Heart  
Association’s Jump Rope for Heart  
Campaign.  Our students completely  
obliterated our pre-established goal and were able to 
raise $15,000 toward research in preventing heart  
disease and stroke. A BIG THANK YOU to all those 
who raised these needed funds! In the coming weeks, 
we are hopeful that the weather will begin to break 
and become warmer and drier, so that we can get  
outside for field activities.  Please make sure that your 
child has a warm article of clothing during this transi-
tional weather period.  Our upcoming PE curriculum 
will focus on soccer skills and games.  At the younger 
grade levels, these students will be working on eye-

hand coordination utilizing Fox-Tails and Frisbees. 
Students will also be playing a variety of running, 
chasing and fleeing games.  Our third graders are     
           finishing up with the APS 

           swimming unit and we are 
           so appreciative for all the  
           parents who were able to  
           volunteer at the Yorktown 
          Aquatics Center. 

     In Music, some 5th grade classes  
have been exploring the creative  
potential of the GarageBand app,  
while others have been reviewing  
different rhythms in preparation for their STOMP unit 
in which students will use everyday objects to create 
their own performances. Fourth grade students have 
finished the unit on Rossini's opera "La Cenerentola", 
the cross-curricular lesson connecting reading, music, 
and science. Students explored Cinderella stories 
from around the world and created beautiful playbills 
that reflected similarities and differences  
between versions of the beloved tale.  
Next month, our 3rd

 graders will be able to  
demonstrate their understanding of music  
notation by writing recorder compositions.  
Students will then present their projects to  
classmates. Second graders will learn  
how to square dance, and our youngest students will 
explore patterns in music. 
 

     The lovely Friendship Garden in front 
  of our school greets visitors with shade 
  trees, perennial flowers, animal statu- 

  ary, and places to sit with a friend. It 
has long been a place where students learn about  
living things, and is maintained largely by students 
through the Schoolyard Stewards  
program. It is a beautiful place to  
leave a message to honor or thank  
someone special through the pur- 
chase of a commemorative brick.  
Bricks can be ordered for $100 until  
April 13th for placement in the patio before the end of 
school year. Details and ordering info at: https://
polarengraving.com/TuckahoeElementarySchool. We 
have also had fantastic participation during our 
Schoolyard Workdays, and there are two more oppor-
tunities to lend a hand before the end of the year.  The 
next Garden Workday is April 22 from 1:00-4:00. This 
is a  fun, rewarding, social way to help Tuckahoe’s 
Schoolyard program.  If you can join in this community 
endeavor, please visit https://goo.gl/5huXvR to sign up 
and find more information. 
 

     In Spanish, students are learning about describing 
the weather in Spanish. Ask your  
student to sing the Rockalingua song  

“¿Qué tiempo hace hoy?” and to  
describe the day’s weather in Spanish.  
       Students in grades  
       2 through 5 will  
       begin editing their Spanish diction-  
       ary projects soon, using their  
       teachers’ comments to make  
       corrections to their work in Book  
       Creator.  
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     Hope everyone came back refreshed from Spring 
Break.  The PTA jumped right into business with our 
monthly meeting on April 3.  We very much appreciate 
the presentation on substance abuse by APS substance 
Abuse Counselor, Jenny Sexton, SRO Cpl. Tiffanie 
Haag, and Charmaine Jenkins.  They shared with us how 
APS helps educate middle and high school students to 
prevent and address substance use and abuse.  You can 
find their presentation on the PTA website: https//
tuckahoetour.org/tickets/ 

     We had an extremely successful auction and it was 
the highlight of last month. The fun-filled Hawaiian luau-

themed night was well-attended by parents and staff, and 
helped raise more than $30,000 for our school. Parents 
supported a special school gift, our very own weather 
station, that will allow our kids to become weather      
forecasters. A big thank you to everyone, especially the 
Committee and its Chair, for making the auction so     
successful!  

     As we begin to look toward next year, we will have 
two PTA officer vacancies.  Thanks to the great work of 
the nominating committee we have a slate: Allison    
Glatfelter for VP and Scott Tarpley for Secretary.  We will 
be formally voting on these nominations at our May PTA 
meeting. 

     The Tuckahoe Home & Garden Tour will be on May 
12, and we already have a number of sponsors who will 
be showcasing their wonderful work in our community’s 
homes and gardens. Information about purchasing     
tickets for this popular, annual event is available: https//
tuckahoetour.org/tickets/. 
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     Greetings from the Library and Happy Spring! We 
are very excited to host visiting author/editor Elissa 
Brent Weissman, whose books include the Nerd 
Camp series, Our Story Begins, and the forthcoming 
title The Length of a String, on Thursday, April 19th. 
Ms. Weissman will be visiting with grades 3 through 5 
to talk about the writing process and the ideas behind 
her books. In the meantime, we continue to explore 
books, research, and all things information. Pre-K 
through 1st graders are hearing Spring stories about 
flowers, weather, and baseball, of course. Grades 2 
and up have completed voting for their March Book 
Madness picks and each class is learning that the  
winner is . . . Not Quite Narwhal by Jessie Sima.   
Congratulations to the students with the winning 
brackets in each participating class who got to take 
home a copy of Just Joking LOL!, a National           
Geographic Kids joke book. We are looking forward to 
an action and info packed Spring season! 
    
      

 
 

 

With the warmer weather (hopefully!) and the increase 
in spring sports we do need your help reminding your 
child that there is much to cover in school.  We want to 
finish this quarter strong and in order to do so we all 
need to come to school each day ready to learn.  We 
are striving to make sure each of the children has a 
strong root system so they may continue to grow and 
blossom. 
 

         In Fourth Grade our fractions unit has 
         wrapped up and we are beginning deci- 
         mals in early April! Our mathematicians   
           have been working hard all school year  
         and are developing math skills they will 
use throughout the rest of their education. In science, 
we are wrapping up our electricity and magnetism unit. 
We focused on current electricity and circuits. Almost 
every day we use materials to build circuits and make 
a light bulb light; we even incorporate switches into 
our circuits! Ask your students what they know about 
circuits! After learning about Virginia’s role in the Civil 
War, we enjoyed our visit with a local Civil War soldier 
reenactor from nearby Fort C.F. Smith. Marching in 
formation is not as easy as it looks! We are also learn-
ing about the devastating time after the Civil War 
known as Reconstruction. In language arts, students 
are reading historical fiction novels in literature circles. 
Ask your student which book he or she is reading and 
the time period in which it takes place. We are proud 
of our students for reading each day. Let’s keep it up!  
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     It’s hard to believe it is already the 4th  
quarter in Fifth Grade! Ask your children  
about the fun activities they are doing during  
Math Workshop as we explore our fraction  
and decimal unit.  In science, we are  
exploring oceans, and the students will be  
making projects of their choice to demonstrate their 
understanding. In language arts, students will embark 
on an exciting poetry unit during which they will write 
original poems in various styles. We will also continue 
to read fiction and non-fiction texts, as we gear up for 
the reading SOL next month.  In social studies, our 
5th grade students will complete our unit on Ancient 
China and begin our unit on Ancient Greece. We will 
learn about the impact geography had on the early 
settlements of Greece. We will also get a chance to 
experience different forms of government in our class-
room! Be sure to ask your child all about how the   
visits to the middle schools went on April 
18.  Hopefully, you’ll hear about something other than 
the cafeteria food!   
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Thought of the Month:  

♦ April 9:   Teacher Work Day 

♦ April 10:     Spring Pictures 

♦ April 11:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

♦ April 13:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ April 18:   Silver Diner Night, 5:00PM 

♦ April 20:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ April 25:  Career Day, 9:30AM 

♦ April 25:  Report Cards Issued 

♦ April 26 & 27: ETC Play, 7:00PM 

♦ April 27:   Slider Spirit Friday—Dress as 
   “What I Want To Be When I  
   Grow Up” 

  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!    

 Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  
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          “Teaching kids to  
  count is fine, but teaching        
them what counts is best .”  

 

                     ~Bob Talbert,  

        author 
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     As we continue our monthly celebration of peo-
ple from diverse backgrounds who have made con-
tributions in various areas, April recognizes those 
who have made specific contributions in the area of 
language (authors, poets, journalists) in conjunc-
tion with National Poetry Month. Our Cultural      
Heroes Board has been started by highlighting  
Langston Hughes, Amy Tan, Gary Soto, and Chris-
tiane Amanpour. Students are invited to identify  
others who have made contributions and add to our 
board! 

learns about art and music, books and science, and the 
fun and team-building of sports and activities. 

Be realistic.  Many children want to grow up to be 
professional athletes, rock stars, famous actors, or the 
president (did I mention my son?). While shooting for the 
stars is wonderful, and you should encourage all of their 
hard work to succeed, help them also realize that the 
competition for those superstar positions is fierce. Help 
them expand their dreams to include their ideal job as 
well as other related careers. If your child is aching to be 
a pro-football player, for example, make sure he or she 
also knows about careers in physical therapy, sports 
medicine, physical education teaching, coaching, sports 
law, and other jobs related to sports.  
 

 

Excerpted from NAESP 

 Mitch Pascal 


