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Principal Pascal’s  

Perspective... 

Is It Really That Time of Year Already? 

Although we still have our last couple of months to go for the 2017-2018 school year, many are already starting to think 

about next year and what that means about class placements for our kids.  I suspect that there are those who wonder 

how placement decisions are made, and as I’ve done the past couple of years at this time, I want to give you some   

insight into what is actually quite a complex process.  See if any of your questions are raised in the Q & A format below: 

Are class placement decisions for next year made before the end of the current school year? 

Nope.  While discussions begin toward the end of the year, class groupings are looked at throughout the summer.  Final 

decisions are not made until just before teachers return in August. 

How does the process begin? 

Later this month, teachers will sit together with their class lists.  Together they work to craft groups that they believe will 

work together successfully as a class next year.  They strive for balance across many areas, including gender, personal-

ity and temperament, strengths, and needs.  Once they have tentative class groups formed, they bring those to Dr.    

Legagneur and me.  We review those lists and make adjustments based on information we may have about the        

students, either from working with them ourselves over time, or discussions we’ve had with parents. Over the summer 

we frequently gain or lose students, or acquire additional information about our kids, which we also take into considera-

tion.  Prior to teachers returning in August the lists are finalized and assigned to teachers. 

Why don’t you accept specific teacher requests? 

Ah, the million dollar question.  Most schools actually don’t honor requests for particular teachers.  I will illustrate some 

of the reasoning behind this with a multiple choice question.  Which of the following do you think I have experienced in 

the time that I’ve been at Tuckahoe? (If you’ve been with us a while you already know the answer!...) 

 A)  Parents have requested only one teacher for their child, and that teacher then decides to leave Tuckahoe. 

 B)  Two parents have requested that their children be separated, but unknown to one another, both have  

       requested the same teacher. 

 C)  Two parents have requested that their children be placed together, but each prefers a different teacher. 

 D)  Five families have indicated that none of their children can be together, but we only have four classes at the   

       grade level. 

Answer?  ALL of the above.  Specific teacher requests actually make the process more challenging for us and 

simply can’t always be honored. Teachers may decide to leave over the summer. Grade level configurations may be 

changed and not finalized until we’re into the summer, so that requested teachers for next year may not be where they 

are this year.  We recognize that you know your children well, and respect your insights as to how they function as  
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       The Preschoolers continue to move  
            forward; our time with Miss Michele from               
             Wolf Trap is definitely the highlight of our 
              Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  We    
         have learned about shadows, made pre-
tend movies, and learned about animals that live in the 
rain forest. Ms. Egan delivered our caterpillars last week, 
and we will eagerly await their transformation into butter-
flies!  The children have also been working hard to com-
plete the end of the year assessments. How rewarding to 
see how much they have grown over the past few 
months!  On Tuesday, May 15th we will visit the Theatre 
in the Woods at Wolf Trap to attend the children’s opera 
performance of “Listen Wilhelmina”.  We are excited for 
all that we have coming up as we head toward the end of 
the school year! 

 

     In Kindergarten May is such an exciting time!  
We have our field trip to the Natural History  
Museum in D.C. to see the live butterfly exhibit  
on May 25.  We also will be working on our life  
cycles unit and will conclude with our  
traditional egg drop on June 1st.  May 11 is 

our Kindergarten Expedition in the wonderful  
Tuckahoe outdoor learning spaces. Thank you to all the 
parents who have volunteered to help with the many 
events going on! In math we are working on data       
collection and graphing and will be moving into measure-
ment after that. In writing we are wrapping up our per-
suasive writing unit and will move back into narrative 
writing. We will begin working on a readers’ theater and 
going deeper into stories in Reading Workshop. Make 
sure to ask your child about all of these fun and exciting 
events as they happen as well as about the caterpillars 
we have in our classrooms! Happy Spring! 
 

     First Grade enjoyed performing their poems dur-
ing the annual Poetry Slam. Our series writing is off to a    
     great start.  Students have created a charac- 

     ter that they will carry through various adven-   
     tures. Please ask your children to tell you all  
     about their characters and what problems that 
        they will encounter. In May we will work on  
        telling time to the hour and half hour and 
 how to use a calendar. We will also learn to use 
nonstandard units of measurement. Peter Rabbit’s gar-
den is under way.  We have planted peas, potatoes, let-
tuce, onion, radishes, carrots, and herbs. Our garden is 
growing! In social studies we will be studying economics 
and in science we are classifying vertebrates and inver-
tebrates. We are excited to read books by the author of 
the month, Leo Lionni. Please help the first grade team 
to maximize the learning in the final weeks of school by 
reinforcing the importance of paying attention, following 
directions, and behaving appropriately.   

 

     What time is it?  Perhaps that is a question being 
asked at your dining table?  After all our hard work this 
month, we suspect that our Second Graders  
are reporting such instead of asking. In ad- 

dition to this concept, we worked hard with  
stretching our skills with addition and sub- 

traction.  Most importantly, we put our  
cognitive powers to the test and applied a variety  
of strategies to solve higher level word problems. In   
science, we explored resources and dug deeper into the 
Earth as part of our rotations related to Earth Day.  How 
exciting it was to learn about the “other” three R’s in our 
world: reducing, reusing, and recycling! Students even 
wrote letters to Mother Nature as a part of their commit-
ment to making our world a better place.  As we move 
into May, we steer ourselves toward the study of       
economics, measurement, and probability. As readers 
and writers, we are jumping into our reading groups and 
happily dissecting and discussing our book characters.    
Finally, we had great fun and learning as part of our  
Career Day celebration. We appreciate our parents who 
offered their experiences related to computer coding, 
naval engineering, and environmental law.  Wow!  As we 
wrapped up the month and reflected on these presenta-
tions as well as all our content learning, we were forced 
to ask ourselves:  What do we want to be when we grow 
up?   
 

     We have covered many different topics over the past 
month in Third Grade.  As you know we have been busy 
learning about ancient civilizations in social studies. Ms. 
       Egan helped extend our learning with an 
      engaging mummification lesson. The children 
     learned about how natron (salt and baking 
         soda) removed the moisture found in apple 
         slices so they would not spoil. This was the 
       method the Egyptians used. The children 
weighed their apple slices, wrapped them in strips of 
paper towel, and then placed them in a bowl of natron.  
We waited a week and returned to observe how the   
apples had changed. In math, we have been learning 
about geometry.  The children have been practicing  
finding perimeter and area of various two dimensional 
shapes. We have also been discussing vertices, edges 
and faces in our learning about three dimensional      
objects. In language arts we have been discussing how 
to research a given topic and write a research report on 
that topic. All in all, it has been several good weeks of 
learning! The third grade is looking forward to the next 
several weeks. We will be visiting  
the Outdoor Lab to spend the day  
learning about simple machines.  
This day of hands-on learning will  
allow the children to work with the various  
simple machines located throughout the property and 
discover how they make work easier. In addition, they 
will have the opportunity to visit the animal lab and learn 
about many of the animals that are found in the woods 
and streams on the mountain.  At the end of the month, 
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        “Art has the role in education of  
    helping children become like them- 

    selves instead of more like everyone  
    else.”      -Sydney Gurewitz Clemens 

    Congratulations Mrs. Reed on your  
    new baby girl Sylvia!  We are so excit-
ed for your new addition to your family. Mrs. Reed will 
have a long-term sub for the duration of the school 
year.  You might remember herE it’s Tuckahoe’s own 
Ms. Katelyn Keyser! We are so lucky to have Ms. Keyser 
back. Kindergarten is continuing their year-long study on 
shapes and line, incorporating books paired with les-
sons.  First graders are studying landscape, focusing on 
foreground, middleground, and background. They have 
also been implementing texture into their art.  Second 
graders have been studying color theory, shapes, and 
line. Third and fourth graders continue to study weaving, 
while fifth graders have been working on shading, learn-
ing about tints, value, shade, and gradation.    
 

     “March winds and April showers bring May flowers”E
AND warmer temperatures!  As the  
Physical Education department goes  
outside more often for activities and  
lessons, students are encouraged to  
bring along a water bottle to maintain  
proper hydration. With this hazy, hot and humid weather, 
we are also seeing more students wearing sandals, flip- 
flops and soft-rubber open-toe shoes to classes.  It is 
highly recommended that your children wear footwear 
that will properly support their arches, ankles, and      
protect their entire foot and toes for PE classes. Activities  
planned this month for Kindergarten, first, and second 
grades are focused on developing eye-hand coordination 
skills by using scoops, foxtails, and throwing to targets. 
The 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders just finished a soccer unit 
by playing a fun game called “Pass Thru Soccer”.  These 
same students will be moving on to play Ultimate Frisbee 
and Topple Ball. All grade levels have been sharpening 
their chasing, fleeing, dodging and tagging skills by   
playing Field Tag 2.0 and Capture the Flag.  As a       
reminder for all students, Tuckahoe’s Field Day is   
scheduled for Friday, June 8! 
 

     In Spanish class, students are begin- 

          ning a unit on clothing and colors. Students 
          will be integrating this knowledge with     
          previously learned weather vocabulary in  
order to make recommendations about what kind of 
clothing to wear during different seasons or in different 
weather conditions. Students will play board games,  
Bingo, Memory, and even a version of the game Battle-
ship. These games will help them practice descriptions  

and for the older students, adjective agreement. Ask your 
child to describe what he or she is wearing to school in 
the morning!      
 

     The end of the year is a time for  
students' all-time favorites in Music  
classes! After reviewing different  
rhythms, 5th grade students have  
been working on creating music with newly found objects 
such as basketballs, buckets, and kitchen tools. Fourth 
graders are learning about melodic contour and will soon 
apply their knowledge to the VA Regions composition 
project (a great way to review some social studies topics 
before SOLs!). Third graders are wrapping up their     
recorder unit with some fun, jazzy compositions and the 
"Gunny Wolf" play. Saint-Saëns’ Carnival of the          
Animals, and Prokofiev's Peter and the Wolf will surely 
amuse our younger learners as they study orchestra  
instruments. During the last months, our 4th and 5th 
grade students have been hard at work preparing for 
their Spring Concerts. The 4th Grade Concert will take 
place on Monday, June 4 at 7 PM in the multipurpose 
room. Fifth graders will delight the audience on       
Thursday, June 7 at 7 PM. The concerts will feature 
many young instrumental and vocal soloists. Be sure to 
mark your calendars! 
 
 
 
 
     An entire forest comprised of one massive, cloned 
tree? Plants that can send emergency signals? A plant 
root that looks like Homer Simpson? Fourth graders are 
using their research skills to determine which of these 
stories are true and which one is false. Be sure to ask 
your fourth graders what they found when they used  
Library databases and quality web sites to identify 
the fake. Similarly, other classes are continuing to      
research the people and events that have contributed to, 
and somehow shaped, our world. This month will be 
chock full of stories and activities that encourage        
students to question what they already know, to research 
in order to confirm that knowledge, and to learn even 
more. We are also super excited for a very special visitor 
this month! Kwame Alexander, Newbery-Award winning 
and New York Times bestselling author of more than 25 
books, will be visiting Tuckahoe to meet with grades 3-5 
on Thursday, May 24th. You can visit http://
kwamealexander.com/ to learn more about Kwame Alex-
ander. 
 

     The Earth Day garden workday was a  
           great success, thanks to the many families 
           who came to beautify the  Schoolyard!  
          Thanks also to student volunteers from HB 
Woodlawn who recently spent a morning working on 
Schoolyard projects and more. Our outdoor learning are-
as have been busy with classes engaged in art, social 
studies, math, and science activities. Kindergarten and 
2nd grade classes are raising painted lady butterflies for  
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Spring is here and we have two months left this school 
year. The PTA is not slowing down during this final 
stretch!  Come Join Us for the 18th Annual Tuckahoe 
Home and Garden Tour on May 12 from 12-5 PM. If 
you are newer to the Tuckahoe community or never   
attended the Home & Garden Tour, it’s a real treat to see 
some of the beautiful new builds, renovations and       
gardens in Arlington and the surrounding area. This fund-
raiser is a tremendous investment of time by our commit-
tee chairs and volunteers, and proceeds go to        
Tuckahoe’s Discovery Schoolyard. This is the perfect 
opportunity to meet builders and architects and see their     
projects. The tour is self-guided, begins at Tuckahoe, 
and continues through the community, showcasing up to 
10 homes and gardens. For information and to purchase 
tickets, visit www.tuckahoetour.org. 
 

The PTA meeting on May 1 focused on the Home &  
Garden Tour and other end of year activities. We are 
very pleased to announce the election of the PTA Officer 
Slate, Allison Glatfelter, VP, & Scott Tarpley, Secretary.    
 

The APS School Board approved the FY19 budget last 
week. It includes funding to maintain the current maxi-
mum class sizes at 4

th
 & 5

th
 grades, which we supported. 

 

Finally, we want to praise our young actresses and     
actors and their performances in Aesop’s African Adven-
tures. The PTA will be identifying two new co-chairs for 
this ETC play. Please let one of the officers know if you 
are interested. 
 

TUCKAHOE MAY & JUNE EVENTS:  
Bike and Walk to School Day – Wednesday, May 9 

Tuckahoe vs. Taylor Basketball Game – Friday, May 18  
Book Swap 2018 – Tuesday, June 5

th
.  Drop off dates on 

the mornings of June 1 (Friday), June 4 (Monday) and 
June 5 (Tuesday).   

Department News continued from page 3� 

 
release this month. Second graders are also starting 
mammoth sunflower seeding as part of a science lesson. 
Fourth graders have planted corn seeds as part of a 
math lesson on measurement. Check out the Preschool 
Plantings in the Principal’s Garden, begonia pattern 
plantings outside Kgn classrooms, and many veggies 
and herbs outside the 1st grade rooms. The Schoolyard 
Stewards program for grades K-5 runs through May; info 
& volunteer signup at: https://goo.gl/1bbU5y  And there 
will be one more community garden workday, June 3, 1-4 
PM; info & signup at: https://goo.gl/5huXvR All are      
welcome! 

 
 
         
      

the children will be taking their reading and math SOLs.  
While this is the first time the children are taking these 
tests, they are ready. We are currently reviewing many of 
the topics we have studied throughout the year and prac-
ticing with the online tools. The best way to help your 
child be ready is to make sure he or she has a good 
night’s sleep the night before, eats a good breakfast, and 
arrives at school on time on the testing days. While we 

are all excited for the warmer weather and  
the approaching end of the school year, we  
still have much to learn. Your continued help  
stressing the importance of following the  
three “R’s” of Tuckahoe (Respect, Responsi- 
bility and Remembering the Rights of Others) is most 
appreciated.  
 

     With two major math units, fractions and decimals, 
behind us, Fourth Grade students can look forward to    
          exploring measurement. We will learn  
          about our customary system of measure- 

          ment versus the metric system. We are   
           ready to spend our students’ last quarter  
          as 4th graders working hard and building a 
solid foundation of mathematical knowledge to guide 
them through the rest of their learning years!  We will be 
learning about plants and ecosystems in science this 
month. To learn about the parts of a flower, students will 
be performing a lily flower dissection where they will   
examine the stamen and the pistil. We are also          
continuing to learn the history of our great common-
wealth of Virginia.  Ask your child about the history of 
Virginia and what we have been learning about. April 
was National Poetry Month, and fourth grade seems to 
be full of Dickinsons and  
Whitmans! Throughout the  
school year students have  
been exposed to a variety of  
poetry types and have  
successfully been creating their own  
original masterpieces. Poetry promotes  
creativity and freedom in writing and is a nice balance to 
the nonfiction writing students practice in fourth grade.  
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     Our Fifth Grade students are as happy as  
we are that it is finally starting to feel like  
spring around here! In math, our students  
have finished up fractions and are making their  
way into our probability unit.  This month,  
be sure to ask your children about some of  
the hands-on activities they are doing in math class. Our 
scientists have wrapped up their oceans unit with their 
culminating oceans presentations. Which one did your 
child enjoy the most? We are now beginning our cells 
and classification unit.  In social studies, the students are 
studying the different forms of government in Ancient 
Greece. Ask your child to tell you the difference between 
monarchy, oligarchy, tyranny, and democracy. In writing, 
our fifth grade students are exploring poetry and writing 
their own anthologies. This would make a fantastic family 
conversation during your next car ride or dinner together! 

Classroom News continued from page 2� 
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learners. We also have a sense of how our kids operate 

in the school setting, and that factors into what we think is 

appropriate based on our professional knowledge and 

expertise as educators. 

How about asking my child’s current teacher for a 
specific placement next year? 
 

This is not part of our process as discussed above. Our 
teachers do not have the authority to tell a parent which 
teacher his or her child will have. It also puts teachers in 
an uncomfortable position if asked to tell a parent which 
colleague would be “good” or “bad” for the child. Teach-
ers may share input with us about the type of classroom 
environment that would best meet a child’s needs, but 
they do not assign specific teachers. 
 

So do parents have any input into the placement  
process? 
 

I absolutely value parent input into the process.  While 
not required, parents are welcome to send me something 
in writing—email is fine—that describes the type of class-
room setting/environment that you feel would best benefit 
your child, based on his or her strengths, needs, social 
skills, personality, etc.  I keep all of this information in a 
file, and take it into consideration when final class lists 
and teacher assignments are made. Specific teacher  
requests cannot be accepted.  If you would like to offer 
some thoughts about the environment that you believe 
would help your child to be successful next year, please 
submit those before Friday, July 13. Once the process 
begins, new information coming in brings additional   
challenges. I will review information that is submitted, but  
after July 13 I cannot guarantee that it will be         
incorporated into class grouping decisions. 
 

And what if we don’t like the teacher assignment that 
comes in the welcome letter? 
 

As a parent myself, I understand wanting to make sure 
that my child gets the “best” teacher. That said, I know 
that teacher reputations are often based on what is 
shared on social media and in the community.  Often, 
requests to change classes have been made based on 
what parents have heard about teachers, and for each 
negative comment that is circulated, I can produce testi-
monials from parents indicating how that same teacher 
was fantastic for their children.  I recognize that not all 
teachers are the right fit for all kids.  But that doesn’t 
mean that the teacher isn’t right for any kid.  Unless there 
has been direct experience in the past, my belief is to let 
the process work and give it a chance.  Our goal is the 
same.  We want the best experience for our students just 
as our parents do.  Kids are also more resilient than we 
tend to give them credit for.  Not having his or her best 
friend in class can turn out to be a positive.  Learning to 
adapt to a new teaching style is a good preparation for 
future experiences.  And, every move we make has a  
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domino effect in terms of class compositions and sizes. If 
there are concerns before the start of school, I recom-
mend scheduling a time to talk with the teacher so that  
questions can be asked and concerns shared so that both 
home and school are on the same page. From there we 
need to let the start of the year take its course. Consider-
ations for class changes will not begin to take place     
during the first two weeks of school. 
 

I do believe in our process, one that has proven to be 
overwhelmingly successful over the years, as well as the 
strengths of our staff.  So I ask that we give that process 
a chance before making decisions based on the          
experiences of others. I have also found as a parent that 
my reactions can easily influence my children’s, so    
maintaining a positive outlook goes a long way in helping 
our kids start the year off on the right foot. 
  
I hope that provides some perspective on our class  
placement procedures. Feel free to drop me a note if you 
would like to share information about your child that you 
think will help inform the process. 
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Spring SOL Testing Dates are noted below.  All tests 
will begin after morning announcements. Please try to 
avoid appointments or other absences on student testing 
days. Students arriving after a test has begun will need to 
take it on one of the make-up days. 
 

Grade 3:     Reading:  May 22  Math:  May 30 

 

Grade 4:     Reading:  May 21    Soc. Studies: May 24 

        Math:   May 31 

 

Grade 5:     Reading:  May 23  Science:  May 25 
         Math:  June 1  

     This week, May 7-11, we are recognizing our staff and 
appreciating all that they do for our  

students and community.  From working tirelessly to 
teach and build relationships with our kids, to  

attending and assisting at our music concerts, to joining 
us at Harvest Fest, Silver Diner, to playing basketball, 

Tuckahoe staff rocks! Thank you! 

 Mitch Pascal 

Perspective continued from page 3� 



Thought of the Month:  

♦ May 7-11:  Teacher Appreciation Week  

♦ May 8:  Teacher/Support Staff of the  
   Year Ceremony, W-L HS  

♦ May 9:   Walk & Bike to School Day 

♦ May 11:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ May 12:  Home & Garden Tour  

♦ May 14:   Rising Kgn Orientation  
   7:00PM 

♦ May 16:  Rising 1st Gr Orientation  
   7:00PM  

♦ May 18:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ May 18:  Basketball Game, W-L HS 

♦ May 21:  Rising 2nd Gr Orientation  
   7:00PM  

♦ May 23:  Rising 3rd Gr Orientation 

   7:00PM  

♦ May 25:  Slider Spirit Friday—Wear  
   Red, White, & Blue 

♦ May 28:  Memorial Day Holiday  

♦ May 29:  Rising 4th Gr Orientation  
   7:00PM  

♦ May 30:  Rising 5th Gr Orientation  
   7:00PM  

  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!    

 Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  
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            “Kind words do  

    not cost much. Yet  

    they accomplish much.” 
 

                     ~Blaise Pascal  
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   As we continue our monthly celebration of people from 
diverse backgrounds who have made contributions in 
various areas, May recognizes those who have made 
specific contributions in the field of business (industry, 
manufacturing, retail) as a follow up to last month’s    
Career Day.  Our Cultural Heroes Board has been    
started by highlighting Rosalind G. Brewer, Marissa Ann 
Mayer, Oscar Munoz, and Steve Chen. Students are  
encouraged to identify others who have made contribu-
tions and add to our board! 


