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Cultivating Creativity 

Last week our Sliders learned about Creativity as one of 
our Positivity Project’s 24 character strengths. Along with 
fostering skills like communication and critical thinking, 
need to help students navigate the increasingly collabora-
tive and information-rich world that they will continue to     
encounter. As creativity goes beyond fine and performing 
arts, strengthening creative thinking has been shown to 
boost students’ academic performance, perseverance, 
self-confidence, and more. There are strategies for     
supporting your child’s creativity at home as well. 
 

 

Take Stock of Your Toys.   Flashy electronic toys are 
fun, but they don’t offer children as many opportunities for 
open-ended, imaginative play. Make sure to have basic 
art supplies—paper, crayons, glue, clay—at home, along 
with toys like building blocks, puzzles, or costumes for 
dress-up. 
 

Cut the Screen Time.  This is an area that gets a good 
deal of discussion. We are cognizant of students’ screen 
time at school and recognize it’s a concern of parents. 
That said, I know as a busy parent myself, sometimes 
permitting screen time for my daughter makes my life 
easier as well. To the extent possible, try designating a  
certain time during the week when your entire family will 
put down cell phones and work on a creative project. 
 

Embrace Mistakes.  This is a tough one. We frequent-
ly hear parents tell us that their children are resistant to 
doing something if they aren’t sure it will be perfect. We 
encourage students to embrace mistakes as part of    
having a growth mindset. Children who are afraid of    
failure are less likely to think creatively. Teach your child 
that mistakes are opportunities for growth. Ask, “What 
could you do differently next time?” Be patient with your 
child—and model patience as he or she learns new skills 
or tries a new project.  
 

Encourage Curiosity.  Don’t squelch kids’ natural  
curiosity by being frustrated when your child asks lots of 

questions. Embrace it! Ask, “What if” questions, and   
encourage your child to use his or her imagination. 
 

Offer Constructive Praise...Too much praise can 
make a child “hooked” on success. Instead of offering 
general praise (“You’re so smart!”), offer specific       
feedback that praises your child’s effort or the process he 
or she used (“You found a great way to paint that scene,” 
or “I can tell you’ve been practicing.”) Offer non-verbal 
praise (a hug or a thumbs-up), or implicit encouragement 
by displaying your child’s work on the refrigerator.  
 

...But Step Back Sometimes. If a child feels constant-
ly watched, he or she may be less likely to try new ideas. 
Give your child space to play on his or her own. Wait until 
your child is finished drawing to ask what he or she has 
made.  
 

Look for Community Resources.  We are so fortunate 
to have so many local resources. Check the libraries, 
museums, our community centers, and Parks and Rec 
programs for creative writing classes, art classes or other 
workshops, to try new creative skills. The PTA Reflec-
tions program has been a great way for students to 
demonstrate their creativity in various mediums around 
annual themes. Another idea is to try teaming up with a 
neighbor or friend to host an art playdate. Some projects 
can be time-consuming or expensive, but working togeth-
er with other families can help ease the burden. 
 

Tinkerlab is one site you might visit that offers     
dozens of hands-on art, science, writing, and craft ideas 
for families to try:  tinkerlab.com. Crayola’s Creative   
Parenting web page offers tips and activities to spark 
creativity at home: bit.ly/creativeparenting. 
   

Excerpted from NAESP  
 

I hope all our Slider families have a happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 



       The Preschoolers have enjoyed caring  
           for the courtyard critters – the fish and   
              turtles will swim up to the bridge when  
              they see us coming! The beautiful    
        weather has allowed us to be outside and 
learning all that nature has to offer! We have collected 
leaves and watched squirrels eating acorns in the park. 
For our language arts rotations, we are continuing to 
learn upper and lower case letters, participating in Font 
sorts, and creating groups/categories of objects and 
food. In math, we have been introduced to AB patterns. 
We will work with Ms. Allen and introduce the SeeSaw 
app too!  A huge thanks to the PTA and the teacher 
grants program – we have been awarded a grant to    
purchase new books for our classroom library! These 
books will focus on growth mindset and preschoolers 
which aligns nicely with the Positivity Project!  We contin-
ue to look forward to our time with Mrs. Cogen’s group to 
work on our journals and participate in fun gross motor 
activities through the Young Athlete’s program. 
 

     Kindergarten had a wonderful field trip  
to the pumpkin patch! Thank you to all of the  
parents who chaperoned our first field trip.  
Despite the windy weather, the students  
appeared to have a great time. Also, we just  
wrapped up October with the fun Halloween parade  
and parties. Thank you to all of the parents who volun-
teered to help with class parties as well. It's been great 
getting to know new Tuckahoe families better. In Novem-
ber students will learn about Veterans Day, the first 
Thanksgiving, and Thanksgiving traditions today. In 
math, students have begun a unit on composing and 
decomposing numbers up to 5 (or higher). In Writer’s 
Workshop we’re working on using checklists to check our 
writing for key elements such as spaces between our 
words and stretching out our words to write down all the 
sounds we hear. In Reading Workshop, we have sent 
home book bags from which students should read each 
night. Please encourage your child to read these books 
(or read with your child) each night, and return the book 
bags to school each day. We have been talking about 
"Reading Powers" (reading strategies) your child can use 
to help sound out and decode new words. Ask him or her 
to show you Pointer Power and Picture Power! And as 
always, thanks so much for your support, and happy 
Thanksgiving from the Kindergarten team! 
 

         First Graders are enjoying the change of 
    seasons around us (finally!).  This has         
 enhanced our science lessons on the parts of  
       the tree, deciduous vs. evergreen, and the     
       role of photosynthesis. In our garden lessons 
    we looked at Tops and Bottoms and made  

carrot muffins.  We ended the first quarter in math with 
our focus on counting and skip counting to 30 and     
solving story problems.  In the second quarter we will 
move on to doing the same but with bigger numbers. 
Discussing our weekly character strengths through the 
Positivity Project and watching the stories that accompa-
ny them is one of our favorite things to do.  We just    
finished up with creativity and we are recognizing ways 
in which we demonstrate this strength.  We are sad to 
say goodbye to our author of the month Eric Carle, but 
hello to Tomie da Paola! 

 

     Our brain power was put to the test this month in 
Second Grade as we dug deep into foundational, 
mathematical concepts such as the place and  
value of digits, comparing and ordering higher  
numbers, and rounding numbers to the 

nearest ten. Rounding is much like eating  
candy.  Once you get started, it’s a little hard   
to stop!  And speaking of putting on the brakes,  
as engineers, we worked with Ms. Egan on our first 
STEAM project, the Roller Coaster design of 
2018.    Students learned about concepts such as      
momentum and centrifugal force.  Their shouts of glee 
could be heard in the corridor when they overcame  
challenges such as the hilly route and the double loop-
er.  As readers and writers, we worked our way through 
tricky words and learned to use transitional words (such 
as first, next, then, after, and finally) to move our writing 
along.  Reading groups have formed and we are just 
starting to introduce various story elements including 
characters, setting, problem, solution, and author’s    
purpose.  The month of October wrapped up with our 
           second field trip. This visit took us to the 
           National Postal Museum where we 
           learned about modern advances in mail 
           delivery and attempted to revamp the 
           pneumatic system of years gone 
by.    Finally, as positive and  responsible citizens we are 
learning to offer empathy to our peers as we consider 
situations from another view point or perspective.  How 
endearing it is to hear our seven-year-old students talk 
about “putting on someone else’s shoes” to better under-
stand a classmate.  As we look ahead to November, we 
will be studying matter and economics (money & 
time).  If there is opportunity in the coming weeks, 
please allow your child to start using cash to make small 
purchases and estimate or calculate the amount of 
change.  This can even tie nicely to our study of per-
spective when you consider that one man’s fortune is 
another man’s pocket change. PerspectiveGit seems to 
fit in just about everywhere, doesn’t it?!   
 

     As Third Grade ends the first quarter 
          of school we have lots to celebrate.  We 
        have made  new friends, worked with new 
            teachers, discussed how to be kind to 
            each other in class and others around us, 
    created supportive learning communities  
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   We are feeling the beautiful  
       fall weather and using it as an inspi- 
       ration in the Art room! It’s the perfect  
       time to practice drawing from obser- 
       vation. Be on the lookout for beautiful 
leaves, pumpkins, sunflowers, landscapes, spiders etc., 
coming to a home near you. These projects have       
allowed us to focus on warm and cool colors, lines,         
patterns, and so much more. We are also busy studying 
famous artists such as Van Gogh, Keith Haring, and 
Joan Miró, as well as contemporary artists such as Karla 
Gerard. In addition to the art our students are making, 
the Positivity Project is opening wonderful discussions 
with our classes. Especially, because last week’s charac-
ter strength was Creativity. Creativity certainly impacts 
the art we create, the ideas we have, and the solutions 
we find when problem solving. It’s a strength that can be 
both innate and nurtured. We are proud of our artists and 
the creativity they are demonstrating this year! 
 

     The Physical Education staff has  
been quite busy sharing our APS PE  
curriculum with all our Tuckahoe  
students.  Here are some highlights: 

♦ Kindergartners have been learning to move in differ-
ent pathways (zigzag), jumping turned ropes, and 
rolling balls to targets (bowling). These students also 
learned a square dance called “Old Dan Tucker”. 

♦ The 1
St
 and 2

nd
 graders have been getting outside to 

play some fleeing and chasing games (Field Tag 
2.0) and developing their throwing skills with Frisbee 
Golf.   

♦ We are finishing up VA Wellness Assessments for 
our 3

rd
–5

th
 graders.  Students are learning to play 

Capture the Flag and “Lava Pit”, a team building 
game, which has a critical-thinking component to it 
called “The Tower of Hanoi”.   

As the weather turns cooler, please have your child wear 
appropriate cold weather clothing and proper footwear. 
We would like to take advantage of going outside and 
utilizing our field space, weather permitting. Finally, the 
PE Staff enjoyed meeting and greeting many Tuckahoe 
parents at last month’s Harvest Fest Obstacle Course. 
We hope each  family has a great Fall and Thanksgiving 
Break! 
    

            Active music listening has always  
       been an important part of the Music  
       program. During the month of Octo-
ber, our students heard a “spooktacular” selection of 
classical music pieces, such as The Dream of a Witches’ 
Sabbath by Berlioz (5

th
 grade), a song  selection from the 

opera Hansel and Gretel (gr K-4), Pictures at an Exhibi-
tion by Mussorgsky (focus on The Hut on Chicken Legs, 

2
nd
 grade), Pantomime by Kabalevsky (all grades), The 

Funeral March of a Marionette by Gounod (primary 
grades), and more. Students learned to listen with      
purpose, think critically, analyze, and reflect upon each 
song. In response to Berlioz’s Dream of a Witches’       
Sabbath, two 5th grade classes will be creating fractured 
Dada poems. The students will later be asked to perform 
their poems for the class, developing their presentation 
skills. Third graders are focusing on the expressive    
elements of music, digging deep into its dynamics. The 
students are working on the Explain Everything project 
“My Scary Dynamics Story”, demonstrating amazing  
creativity, last week’s P2 character strength!  The Hansel 
and Gretel opera study turned out to be one of the stu-
dents’ favorite units! Our youngest students loved per-
forming the duet dance, taking on the   persona of vari-
ous characters from the fairy tale. Students also got to 
hear the story of Hansel and Gretel from the Witch’s per-
spective (another P2 character trait that we have ex-
plored this past month). Our 4

th
 & 5

th
 grade choruses, 

bands, and orchestras have been hard at work rehears-
ing and perfecting their parts in preparation for the winter 
concerts taking place on Monday, Dec. 17

th
, at 7pm 

(5
th
 grade) and Tuesday, December 18

th
, at 7pm 

(4
th
 grade). Please be sure to mark your calendars!  

 

 

 

 

    As we drift into November, it’s a great time to remem-
ber that there’s nothing cozier than curling up with the 
kids, some books, and a blanket. The Library has added 
bunches of books this month, so Sliders can spend the 
winter months with their noses in a brand-new book.  
October also saw our first author visit of the year!  K-3 
had so much fun hearing about the secrets of being a 
writer from Megan Wagner Lloyd and getting to read her 
books. Check out some of 2nd & 3rd graders’ fort       
designs, inspired by Fort Building Time. Fourth grade got 
to spend October stretching their creative writing       
muscles, and they did a great job with text characteristics 
and writing spooky stories. Gearing up for second     
quarter means preparing research units for third and 
fourth grades and introducing our younger readers to 
more nonfiction texts and STEAM activities.  And to    
answer the question that’s been asked in every class: 
yes, we will have the new Diary of a Wimpy Kid soon. 
 

  In Spanish, students have been learning 
       about the Día de los Muertos Mexican holi-      
       day, celebrated on Nov. 1 & 2. We have         
       discussed how Día de los Muertos is a     
celebration of life and is therefore a happy tradition. To     
understand why, we are applying what students have 
learned in P2, how different people have different       
perspectives and how we should try to see and under-
stand things through different lenses. After we finish dis-
cussing the tradition and learning the vocabulary, we will 
work on our Día de los Muertos art project, an annual 
tradition. This is probably their favorite unit of the year!  
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You may be familiar with Tuckahoe PTA for the events its 
volunteers put on throughout the year (Harvest Fest, 
School Photos, & Visiting Authors are recent examples). 
But the PTA isn't a fundraising booster club. Yes, we 
raise money to support field trips, bring in visiting        
authors, sponsor Odyssey of the Mind teams; but the 
PTA is also active in the broader Arlington educational 
community. Our goal is to achieve better outcomes for 
students, teachers and schools at the local level and at 
our own school. 
 

Tuckahoe PTA has representatives on a variety of county
-wide APS committees. (Visit our Advocacy page to learn 
more about these groups - https://
tuckahoepta.membershiptoolkit.com/advocacy) 
 

♦ CCPTA: made up of PTAs from across Arlington 
County; a forum to discuss issues being considered 
at the County level and an opportunity for PTAs to 
work collaboratively 

 

♦ ACI: an APS body; involvement in ACI allows 
Tuckahoe PTA an opportunity to engage in education 
policy matters, including reviewing curriculum and 
instructional programming and making recommenda-
tions for improvement  

 

♦ SEPTA: a parent-run organization that supports the 
needs of parents and children with special needs 
across APS 

 

♦ The Superintendent’s Advisory Committee on the 
Elimination of the Achievement Gap: reviews  
progress on the accomplishment of the Strategic 
Plan goal dedicated to eliminating gaps in achieve-
ment among identified groups (Asian, Black, Hispan-
ic, low-income students, students with disabilities, 
and English language learners). 

 

Tuckahoe's PTA works collaboratively with the school 
administration, the School and County Boards, and a 
variety of other organizations to share ideas, resources, 
and search for solutions to challenges, as well as repre-
sent Tuckahoe PTA's collective voice and share back 
information our Tuckahoe community needs to be aware 
of. You can learn more by visiting the Advocacy blog on 
the PTA's website to see meeting updates and info - 
https://tuckahoepta.membershiptoolkit.com/
advocacy_updates.  

 

We have several parent volunteers who serve as liaisons 
to these groups and other APS committees. We can   
always use more voices and more families' perspectives. 
Please contact us if you are interested in engaging on 
our advocacy work. 

Classroom News continued from page 2... 

 

within our classrooms, and practiced applying known and 
new academic skills to our daily work.  We have also read 
fiction texts and written narrative stories about things which 
we know. We have practiced adding and subtracting larger 
numbers, how to round a number, and estimate sums    
according to place values.  We have been scientists and 
engineers, using our observation skills and creativity to  
create apple rafts using apples and toothpicks.  Most     
importantly we have demonstrated flexibility, perseverance, 
and integrity in all our interactions. Looking toward the 
coming quarter we will continue to build on the new skills 
we have learned to date. We will focus on non-fiction    
reading and writing, learn about fractions, money, and   
addition and subtraction of larger numbers, animal habitats 
and the ancient civilizations of Greece and Rome.  We will 
also take time to discuss what it means to be brave, have 
gratitude, and how words and actions affect others in our 
Positivity Project.  We are excited to watch the continued 
growth of all our students! 
 

   We can’t believe the end of first quarter  
        has arrived! Our Fourth Graders have done    
            such a wonderful job getting used to rota- 

            tions and a heavier workload. We are so  
            proud of them! In math, we have explored 
the concepts and procedures that help us to solve multipli-
cation and division problems, using multi-digit multiplica-
tion, estimation of numbers, and long division with remain-
ders. Keep practicing your math facts. Fluency in your facts 
through the 12s is very important! We’re moving on to    
fractions during the month of November. Our space unit in 
science has officially wrapped up. We’re ready to become 
meteorologists and storm chasers!  We will be learning 
about forecasting upcoming weather,  
identifying cloud types, and researching  
extreme weather on our planet. Maybe we  
can predict the first early winter storm of  
2018- 2019! In social studies, 4th graders 
have learned about the first people to settle  
in Virginia, Virginia’s American Indians. Fourth graders can 
learn a lot about our state’s history through our Virginia 
Weekly newspapers. Historical fiction is an excellent way to 
enrich our learning. We’re encouraging students to expand 
their imaginations by reading more historical fiction this 
year.  Come along with us on the voyage to Virginia! Next 
stop: Jamestown. Language arts was packed full of new 
ways of thinking, new writing techniques, formulating deep-
er understandings, and practicing critical thinking skills. In 
reading, we practiced determining themes, making infer-
ences, connecting thoughts to build interpretations, inter-
preting characters, reading intensely, and grounding      
evidence back in the text. In writing, we planned, drafted, 
edited and published realistic fiction stories. We gave our  
characters struggles and motivations, focused on plotting 
with a story arc, and studied published texts for ideas and 
inspiration. We also wrote small moments and poetry.  
Fourth graders are ready to take on the second quarter!  
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Thought of the Month:  

♦ November 5:  End of 1st Quarter 

♦ November 6:  Teacher Work Day 

♦ November 9:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ November 12:   Veteran’s Day, No School 

♦ November 13:   PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 

♦ November 15:   Picture Retakes 

♦ November 15:   Cardboard Night, 6:30PM- 

          8:00PM 

♦ November 16  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ November 21-23:  Thanksgiving Holiday    

♦ November 30:  Slider Spirit Friday 

             “We often take for      

granted the very things that 
most deserve our gratitude.”  
                 

                    ~~Cynthia Ozick 

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 
6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 
Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 

Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 
www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Department News continued from page 3... 

 

  

 

 

     Fall is a wonderful time to explore connections     
between nature and STEAM! For example, Pre-K did    
Halloween-themed STEAM activities. First graders have 
learned the science behind changing leaf colors through 
outdoor exploration and chromatography. Second    
graders investigated the role of forces, including gravity, 
as they used the engineering design process to build 
model roller coasters. Third graders harvested radishes 
for donation to AFAC. This month, Kgn and 5th grade 
students will learn about many science connections to a 
seasonal fruit, cranberries. Full installation of our new 
weather station, which will provide data for 4th grade 
weather studies and schoolwide use, is underway.    
Students in all grade levels have been helping with our 
lunchtime gardening program, Schoolyard Stewards; 
volunteer signup: https://goo.gl/FMbnd3. The next    
Garden Workday will be Nov. 10th; info/signup: https://
goo.gl/M4cyrF  Cardboard Night will be Nov. 15th; info/

volunteer signup: https://goo.gl/wEsn7M. 

Classroom News continued from page 26 

 

     Our Fifth Grade students have had a busy fall so far!  
They have done some fun hands-on science investiga-
tions involving gooey oobleck and yummy  
graham cracker atoms.  Up next, we will be  
exploring how sound is created, transmitted,  
and used, as well as the basic characteristics  
of visible light and how it behaves.  In social  
studies, the fifth grade students will study Ancient  
Egypt and all it has to offer. During our math classes, the 
students will continue to solve equations and practical 
problems with all operations and whole numbers, and we 
will begin our decimal unit focusing on solving practical 
problems with decimal numbers and all operations.  In 
language arts, the children are beginning research-

based arguments.  Ask your child what his or her topic 
for research will be! We’re excited for the upcoming 
Cardboard Challenge STEAM night where we can work 
together to create unique contraptions.  We are looking 
forward to the busy, but productive month ahead of us! 
Ask your child to show you all of our different Google 
Classroom pages. They’re a great way to stay in touch 
with our activities!  


