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 Everywhere I looked last month I saw the 
same theme repeating itself; Supporting others 
when they struggle. In recent weeks, many of us 
have either experienced firsthand, have close 
friends and/or family, or heard of families struggling 
through the recent government shutdown. No mat-
ter what side you fell on during the shutdown, it was 
clear that the American people supported our feder-
al workers. I witnessed business, volunteer pro-
grams, and everyday people provide federal em-
ployees with support throughout the 35-day shut-
down. That support spread throughout communities 
in our country, as the saying goes “Kindness is con-
tagious”. People asked themselves a simple ques-
tion and millions benefitted, what can I do? 
In a recent article, I read five thought provoking 
questions the author asked readers. 
 

What can I do? You can do more than 
you realize. Spend time with an older 
family member or friend. Volunteer to 
help someone fix, clean, or organize 
(Marie Kondo fans) something in their 
home. Your time is perhaps the greatest 
gift you can give someone in this world, 
spend it, helping it get better. 

 
How do I think? Identify the way you 

think and how you respond to people. By 
identifying your thought process you can 
identify differing ways to approach a 
problem or disagreement. A little com-
promise goes far in changing this world. 

 
What are my resources? It’s amazing how 

we may believe we lack the resources to 
change the world but in fact we have it in 
abundance. Sometimes just connecting 
people to the right person or agency can 
be the difference this world needs. 

How am I wired? Are you a natural peo-
ple person, who can pull hundreds of 
individuals together in a matter of hours? 
Are you an introverted person who pre-
fers working one on one with people to 
get the job done? Doesn’t matter, our 
personalities are designed to change 
this world in differing ways. Each of us is 
uniquely built to change the world in our 
own special way. Guide your children to 
use that special gift to challenge and 
change our world. 

 
What is my circle of influence? It amazes 

me sometimes how many people we 
know who are working to change the 
world. Tap into that network and intro-
duce your children to ways in which 
friendships can change the world. Never 
forget how powerful a friend can be in 
helping you change the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      When we look at how we come together after 
tragedies in our history, one underlying aspect of 
our country is clear, kindness is contagious. Spend 
time this month finding a way to change the world 
with your children. That time will be the greatest 
time you will ever spend and quite possibly will 
change the world for the better. 
#OtherPeopleMatter 

Guest Editorial writer: Francis Legagneur 



       Pre-K’s learning theme for February 
  will be friends and feelings and we  
  have many fun activities planned to  
  connect these concepts to our every-
day lives! We are working on completing our mid-year 
check in for the PALS and DMA assessments – it has 
been exciting to see the progress that has been made 
since the beginning of the year. Most importantly, 
these assessments give us the information needed to 
plan instruction for the coming months. We are excit-
ed to announce that the Preschool is actively using 
See Saw to communicate with our families. The chil-
dren are learning how to take pictures and videos of 
their learning activities and to add an audio caption! 
We are hoping to add Dream Box into our technology 
learning this month too! We have been informed that 
the peer model application, registration and selection 
process is being moved to Central office and will no 
longer be managed at the school building. A          
community wide announcement will be coming soon. 
 
  Kindergarten We're famous! Last  
  month Kindergarteners proudly  
  showed off their Reading Superpowers 
  on News at Nine, our school-based  
  News Program. They were so excited 
to see themselves broadcasted for the entire school to 
view. Now that students have finished learning the 
various Reading Superpowers, we will be moving on 
to a unit about nonfiction texts. We will be mirroring 
that in writing with a new unit on informational writing 
as well as "how-to" stories. In February, students will 
continue to learn about winter and seasonal changes, 
but will also start learning about shadows, Presidents’ 
Day (focusing on Abraham Lincoln and George Wash-
ington), and Lunar (Chinese) New Year. We will also 
celebrate the 100th day of school and Valentine's day 
this month. Students are invited to make valentine 
cards at home for one another to exchange at school. 
Please have your child make enough valentines so 
that he or she can distribute to everyone in their class. 
Your teacher will be in touch with more information. 
Report cards come out this month as well. Spring con-
ferences come quickly after report cards and are a 
great time to talk about any questions you may have. 
Some kindergarten teachers offer early conference 
times, so please be on the lookout for emails that in-
clude conference signups. We look forward to a busy 
month full of learning and activities!   

  First Grade students have enjoyed 
  the results of snowy weather  
  (first grade teachers are ready to get 
  back to their regular routine!) In
  Language Arts, we’re focusing on 
  fluency (accuracy, rate, expression, 
punctuation) and the importance of re-reading familiar 
texts. In content, we will be covering Famous Ameri-
cans, Black History Month, Dental Health, and Lunar 
New Year. In math we are counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 
10’s to 110. We will also start identifying and counting 
sets of coins. We are excited to get start garden les-
sons again this month. Worms will be one of our first 
lessons. This month we bid farewell to Gail Gibbons 
and say hello to Dr. Seuss!   
 
  Second Grade is very  
  enthusiastic about our   
  “Shoes for Haiti”  
  service project.  We 
  have begun                                                               
  collecting new or 
gently used shoes for our shoe 
drive at Tuckahoe.  Please donate 
your clean and rubber-banded 
shoes to the boxes in the second 
grade hallway.  We will be collect-
ing shoes (for all ages) through the end of March and 
your support for this program is greatly appreciated. 
Please do not donate boots or cleats. In terms of con-
tent study, we are finishing up our study of geometry 
and launching our fraction unit. The second graders 
are excited to start our non-fiction animal research 
project and follow-up with a written summary of what 
we have learned. It will be nice to have a guest visitor 
from Long Branch Nature Center teach us about ani-
mals as well. We have also been comparing and           
contrasting Native American tribes. The second    
graders will be involved in scientific exploration as 
they learn about a variety of different weather-related             
topics. Later this month we look forward to celebrating 
the 100th Day of School and Valentine’s Day! 
 
 
  Third Grade was able to  
  pack a lot into this month despite the 
  changes in weather. In Language Arts, 
  we worked to weave in social studies 
into our informational writing unit. 
Students spent time researching 
one of our five ancient civiliza-
tions (Ancient Rome, Greece, 
China, Egypt, and Mali) for their 
informational piece. With the help 
of our wonderful librarian, Ms. 
Brynsvold, students learned how to properly search 
the internet to gather information as well as how to 
properly cite their sources. Students then took this 
information to begin the outline of their paragraphs. In 
the coming weeks, we will be teaching how to write a 
research paper, including how to build a “perfect para-
graph”,  
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Continued from page 2….. 
     
citing sources, and including nonfiction text features to 
enhance our writing. We can’t wait to see the finished 
products when we publish our work later this month! 
When you get a chance, ask your child what civiliza-
tion they are researching. What interesting information 
they have learned so far? After this unit, we will be 
moving to our fairy tale writing unit. In Social Studies, 
we have been exploring the influence of Ancient 
Rome on modern society. This month we kick off our 
Money unit in Math! Students have been working on 
reviewing counting coins, how to add up money, and 
making change up to five dollars. This is a unit that we 
could use your support at home! One way to help your 
child with this unit is to give them a handful of change 
to count. Another way to help would be to have them 
help you go to a store. Give them tasks such as add-
ing up a few items and find the total or have them find 
out your change. Both of these tasks will help them to 
develop better money number sense as we get into 
higher level material. 
 
    Fourth Graders, February  
   has arrived and we are 
             congratulating our fourth  
   graders  on successfully 
reaching the halfway mark! In math, we are starting 
our second fractions unit where we will learn about 
greatest common factors, 
least common multiples, 
and how to add and sub-
tract fractions. We are culti-
vating lifelong math skills 
and applying those skills to 
new situations each day. In 
science, we are finishing up 
our essays (cross-curricular ties to writing) and then 
we will learn about plants for the rest of February. 
Our social studies classes have started studying 

the American Revolution 
and the aftermath of the 
freedom secured by the 
colonists’ victory against 
the British. This month we 
will also dive deep into 
discussing the Constitution 

of the United States and what that document meant 
and means for Americans. Fourth grade has been 
enjoying literature circles, through which reading 
and writing have been incorporated. We’ve focused 
on making connections, summarizing, and deepen-
ing our understanding of texts! 

Tuckahoe Times   page 3 

 
 
  Fifth Graders, what a busy start to 
  the year we’ve had in fifth grade!  In  
  math, we’ve wrapped up our unit on  
  algebraic reasoning, where we fo-
cused on understanding the concept of variables, 
variable expressions, and open sentences.  Our next 
unit is already rolling, we are multiplying and  divid-
ing decimals.  In reading, we are moving on to non-
fiction book clubs. In writing, we ended our unit on 
research-based arguments, and will focus in the 
third quarter on writing informational pieces and   

literary essays.  Science brings us into the field of 
geology, where we will study Earth’s changing sur-
face, and begin studying the rock cycle during this 
month.  In social studies, we are wrapping up our 
Ancient India unit. Up next is our unit on Ancient 
China! Students will explore the unique geographical 
features of China.  We will also study the Shang and 
Han dynasties.  Our year is flying by, and we’re 
ready for the second half of the year! 



            The weather has been chilly,  
          but our artists have been on  a  
          roll. We have wrapped up all of  
          our projects for the PTA’s Original 
          Works fundraiser. Be on the look 
          out for further information from 
the PTA with instructions on placing orders if you wish 
to make a purchase. We would also like to congratu-
late the selection of     
students who have art-
work on exhibit at the 
Syphax Education Center. 
The show will be on     
display until February 
12th. Tuckahoe Rocks!  
Coming up next we are 
looking forward to our 
school wide DessArt 
Night! Each student will 
have one artwork on dis-
play. Reminders to come 
later, but please save the 
date of March 12th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January’s icy, dicey weather has created a slight post-
ponement for our PE program. Some activities  have 
been moved into February. Our 3rd-4th-
5th graders will be working on volleyball 
skills and game play.  They will also be 
instructed on how to check their pulse 
(heart rate) an indicator to determine 
how engaged a student has become in 
an activity. Celebration of the Asian New 
Year, 2nd-1st-K and Pre-K will learn the 
“Lantern Dance”.  Students will learn about the 5 Food 
Groups and the USDA MyPlate along with the “Sid 
Shuffle”.  Last week, Debbie DeFranco (APS Supervi-
sor of Health and Physical Education Instruction) 
stopped by Tuckahoe and attended our PE Kindergar-
ten classes for Ms. Bishop and Ms. Morgan.  Ms. De-
Franco joined in with students during the “Lantern 
Dance” and participated in our overhand throwing 
games with students.  Ms. DeFranco would like to 
thank all the students for allowing her to participate in 
the activities, saying “I learned a lot and had a lot of 
fun, too!”. Way to go Sliders! 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In February, the fifth grade will  continue their "Singing 
Planets" unit. Last month, the students got to hear 
NASA space sounds and enjoyed  Ms. Egan's presen-
tation on sound waves. The students will start re-
searching a planet of their choice and the god that 
planet is named after, and then incorporate their find-
ings into the GarageBand composition. Our fourth 
graders will demonstrate their creativity through anoth-
er composition project, the Nursery Rhymes remix. 
Third grade students have shown amazing progress in 
their recorder skills. They have learned three notes 
already and we are very impressed with their hand 
position, fingering and air control. Our younger grades 
will continue performing different winter-related activi-
ties. They really enjoy acting out the stories and add-
ing their own sound effects. The students will also 
learn about Chinese traditional music and customs 
surrounding the Lunar New Year celebration. As part 
of the celebration, the first grade students have been 
working on a short musical performance that they will 
share with Tuckahoe next Friday, February 8th, at 
1:10pm. The presentation will take place in the 
gym. Please feel free to join us!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Despite the snow, January was a great month for Slid-
ers in the Library.  Kindergarten and 1st got to listen to 
and see the beautiful illustrations in this year’s 
Caldecott winner, Hello Lighthouse, and kindergarten 
has started checking out two books each week! This is 
very exciting and they are doing a great job taking 
care of them.  Second grade heard the story of Anne 
Carole Moore, the woman who advocated for chil-
dren’s spaces in libraries and encouraged publishers 
to publish better books for kids.  Inspired by her, they 
are now designing their own children’s libraries.  Third 
grade has wrapped up research for the ancient civili-
zation unit, which they did in the library, and are now 
working hard on writing it all up in class.  They’ve 
learned a lot—did you know that in Ancient Mali, gold 
was traded for salt?  Fourth grade wrote their own 
booktalks to share books they’ve loved, and now 
they’re starting to work on STEAM projects. Popular 
books this month were Squirm by Carl Hiassen 
and Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg.  There are 
lots of great books coming out this spring, so keep 
your eyes peeled for new releases in the library!  

 
      Continue to page 5... 
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You may know that the PTA collects funds at various 
activities throughout the year. What you may not real-
ize is that a portion of these funds go to fund grant re-
quests made by Tuckahoe teachers and that our stu-
dents benefit from the grant purchases year after year. 
Grant funds cannot be used for items the school typi-
cally provides. Instead, the PTA grants program recog-
nizes innovative and creative teaching practices and 
funds items that enrich students' learning experiences 
and teachers would not otherwise be able to provide. 
Any individual member of the Tuckahoe staff or team 
of educators is eligible to apply and the PTA Teacher 
Grants committee works with the school to review and 
approve eligible grant applications. All teachers – in-
cluding first year teachers – are encouraged to apply. 
Over the past decade the grants program has enabled 
our teachers to further their classroom vision and help 
engage students in creative ways. This fall the grants 
program paid for a class set of bucket drums,          
Rekenreks, alternative seating, weighted blankets, an 
art room drying rack, a Scholastic magazine subscrip-
tion for each 3rd grader, and various specialized 
teaching tools and guides for our special education 
staff.  
 The PTA runs the grant process in the fall, 
winter, and spring, providing teachers several opportu-
nities to apply for grant funds. Additionally, items pur-
chased with PTA grant funds belong to the school (not 
individual classrooms/teachers) so they can benefit as 
many students as possible through the years. The 
PTA is currently working to build a catalogue of grant 
items to better enable Tuckahoe teachers to share 
these great resources. Many thanks to the PTA Grants 
committee members, the teachers and staff for contin-
uing to find creative ways to help our students in and 
out of the classroom! 
  
2019 Upcoming Activities: 
 

February: 
  2/5 - PTA Meeting 
  2/8 - Disco Dance 

March: 
  3/5 - PTA Meeting 
  3/12 - DessArt Night 

April: 
  4/2 - PTA Meeting 
  4/4 and 5 - ETC Play 
  4/24 - Silver Diner Night 

May:  
  5/7 - PTA Meeting  
  5/11 - Home & Garden Tour 
  5/17 - Basketball Game 

June:  
  6/4 - Book Swap & Ice Cream Social 

Department News continued from page 4… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all who helped and all who participated in 
Tuckahoe’s first Cardboard Challenge Night! It was 
amazing to see so many families working together and 
using STEM skills to create a stunning array of con-
traptions! I’ve had the opportunity this past month to 
do classroom STEM lessons on topics including ex-
perimental design, plant science, and heat energy. It 
was also a treat collaborating with music teacher Olga 
Tislina to plan and teach a 5th grade we called 
“singing planets.” It combined science concepts relat-
ed to the electromagnetic spectrum, planetary explora-
tion, and music! It is not too soon to sign up to help at 
one of our Discovery Schoolyard spring workdays.  
Please mark your calendars for these fun opportuni-
ties to spend time outdoor and help our schoolyard: 
3/17, 4/6, 5/5, and 6/2. More details and signup are 
at: https://goo.gl/M4cyrF  

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
In FLES, students from all grades are learning about 
various aspects of the calendar. Ask your children to 
tell you how the calendar we are used to seeing here 
in the United States looks different from a calendar 
that you might see in Spanish-speaking countries! Ask 
your student to sing the Rockalingua song Los días de 
la semana (the days of the week) for you. They have 
so much fun watching the videos and singing the 
songs! Soon all students will be discussing months, 
seasons, and weather. We also started working on a 
unit-long interactive notebook project which students 
will be able to take home when we finish learning 
about the calendar and weather in Spanish. Students 
in grades 3-5 will use data from the weather station as 
part of the section on weather in their interactive note-
book. Hopefully, this notebook will work as a review 
and reference guide of everything we learn!  

https://exchange.apsva.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=mYgSNiG78EygRNROCeJq8uf5LbOqj9YIIlbzW7fiUFIq4A_Ap0MXOoGmZ5pmoqcbdjgj48htodk.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fgoo.gl%2fM4cyrF


February 1:           Slider Spirit Friday 

February 5:           PTA Meeting 7:00 PM  

February 8:           Disco Night; Slider Spirit  
            Friday 

February 13:           Early Release Day; 1:26 PM 

February 13:           Report Cards Issued 

February 14:           Valentine’s Day 

February 14:            School Info. Session & Tour, 
            9:15 AM 

February 15:            Slider Spirit Friday 

February 18:           President’s Day, No School  

February 22:           Slider Spirit Friday 

February 28:            Digital Learning Day 

March 1:           Read Across America Day; 
            Slider Spirit Friday 

March 5:           PTA Meeting 7:00 PM 

March 7:           Early Release, 1:26 PM 
            Parent/Teacher Conf. 

  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 
703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any Tuckahoe gear 
they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!  Wear blue & yellow to show your  

Slider Pride!  




























As we continue our monthly celebrations of people 
from diverse backgrounds whose contributions 
have had tremendous impact, February recognizes 
those who have made specific contributions to the 
world of civic/community leaders. The Cultural He-
roes slide show already highlights several heroes 
in this area, but students are always invited and 
encouraged to identify others who have made con-
tributions and add to our collection! 

http://www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe

