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I wasn’t necessarily going to reprint this column here this year, but since I’ve already gotten some questions about next 
year’s classes, I thought that it might be worth another repeat. While we still have our last couple of months to go for the 
2018-2019 school year, and since I’m finding that there are those who wonder how placement decisions are made, I 
want to give you some insight into what is actually quite a complex process.  See if any of your questions are answered 
through the Q & A format below: 

Are class placement decisions for next year made before the end of the current school year? 

Nope.  While discussions begin toward the end of the year, class groupings are looked at throughout the summer.  Final 
decisions are not made until just before teachers return in August. 

How does the process begin? 

Later this month, teachers will sit together with their class lists.  Together they work to craft groups that they believe will 
work together successfully as a class next year.  They strive for balance across many areas, including gender, personal-
ity and temperament, strengths, and needs.  Once they have tentative class groups formed, they bring those to Dr.    
Legagneur and me.  We review those lists and make adjustments based on information we may have about the        
students, either from working with them ourselves over time, or discussions we’ve had with parents. Over the summer 
we frequently gain or lose students, or acquire additional information about our kids, which we also take into considera-
tion.  Prior to teachers returning in August the lists are finalized and assigned to teachers. 

Why don’t you accept specific teacher requests? 

Ah, the million dollar question.  Most schools actually don’t honor requests for particular teachers.  I will illustrate some 
of the reasoning behind this with a multiple choice question.  Which of the following do you think I have experienced in 
the time that I’ve been at Tuckahoe? (If you’ve been with us a while you already know the answer!...) 

 A)  Parents have requested only one teacher for their child, and that teacher then decides to leave Tuckahoe. 

 B)  Two parents have requested that their children be separated, but unknown to one another, both have  
       requested the same teacher. 

 C)  Two parents have requested that their children be placed together, but each prefers a different teacher. 

 D)  Five families have indicated that none of their children can be together, but we only have four classes at the   
       grade level. 

Answer?  ALL of the above.  Specific teacher requests actually make the process more challenging for us and simply 
can’t always be honored. Teachers may decide to leave over the summer. Grade level configurations may be changed 
and not finalized until we’re into the summer, so that requested teachers for next year may not be where they are this 
year.  We recognize that you know your children well, and respect your insights as to how they function as learners. 
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Is It Really That Time of Year Already? 



     The Preschoolers are so happy that   
           spring has arrived and we can be out- 
  doors learning about the all the beauti- 
  ful wildlife that grow and live around  
  us! We have welcomed caterpillars 
and tadpoles into our classroom and are excited to 
witness the life cycles of each of them. We recently 
visited the David M Brown Planetarium where we 
learned about stars and planets – always a special trip 
for our group!  We are continuing to focus on creating 
pairs of rhyming words and combining objects that go 
together. During our math rotations the children are 
creating groups/sets of objects according to number 
and understanding the concept of one and one more. 
Throughout this year, the preschoolers and our 5th 
grade buddies have participated together in the Spe-
cial Olympics Young Athletes program. This is a sport 
and play program for children with and without intel-
lectual disabilities (ID), ages 2 to 7. Activities in the 
program introduce the children to basic sport skills like 
running, kicking and throwing. You may be lucky 
enough to see us in the hallways participating in an 
obstacle course, jumping rope and/or throwing and 
kicking a football on the outside field! The program 
has been widely successful and ALL of the students 
look forward to our time together! We send a thank 
you to Mrs. Cogen and her 5th graders for partnering 
with us to create this unique learning opportunity! 
 

     May is such an exciting time for Kindergarten! We 
began the month with our annual Egg Drop.  
Thank you to everyone who attended! The  
kids all seemed to really enjoy themselves  
and were such great supporters of each  
other. As part of our life cycles unit this  
month, we will soon get caterpillars to care for,  
and eventually release, into our Discovery School-
yard!  The students are looking forward to watching 
their growth and journaling about their observations. 
In math we are working on data collection and have 
begun our graphing unit. Students will be reading pic-
ture graphs and answering questions based on the 
data in the graphs. In writing, we are wrapping up our 
“how-to” books unit, and will move back to narrative 
writing soon. We will begin working on a readers’ the-
ater and going deeper into stories in Reading Work-
shop as well. Make sure to ask your child about all of 
these fun and exciting events. Even more to come in 
June! Happy Spring! 
 

  First Grade enjoyed performing their   
     poems during the annual Poetry Slam. Our   
   series writing is off to a great start.  Students 
       have created a character that they will  
        carry through various adventures. Please   
        ask your children to tell you all about their 

characters and what problems that they will encoun-
ter. In May we will work on collecting, analyzing, and 
organizing data. We will also learn to use nonstand-
ard units of measurement. Peter Rabbit’s garden is 
under way. We have planted peas, potatoes, lettuce, 
onions, radishes, carrots, and herbs. Our garden is 
growing! In science we are classifying vertebrates and 
invertebrates and studying space. We are excited to 
read books by the author of the month, Leo Lionni. 
Please help the first grade team to maximize the 
learning in the final weeks of school by reinforcing the 
importance of paying attention, following directions, 
and behaving appropriately.   
 

     The Second Graders have had a busy but very 
exciting month!  We took a field trip to Potomac Over-
look to continue our study of Native Americans.   
During our visit we learned about the natural  
resources they used to grow their crops, build  
their homes, and help them harvest their food.  
We also learned about Native American  
artifacts that were found in Virginia.  We  
celebrated Earth Day by doing a series of rotations 
throughout the 2nd grade classrooms.  We discussed 
the importance of protecting our earth by recycling, 
reducing and reusing materials.  In math, we have 
been practicing telling time to the half hour, hour, and 
the nearest 5 minutes.  We have been using our 
handmade analog clocks to help us master those 
skills.  We are currently partnering our economics unit 
with our money unit.  The 2nd graders have been 
studying the value of different coins, how to make 
change, and how they can be producers and consum-
ers in their everyday lives.  We are thrilled to welcome 
the arrival of our caterpillars!  We can’t wait to see the 
metamorphosis of our caterpillars as they change into 
painted lady butterflies!  
 

    The Third Grade has had several 
         busy weeks of learning. In math, we 
        have been learning about geometry and 
        measurement.  The children have been 
  practicing finding perimeter and area 
         of various two-dimensional shapes. In 
addition, we have discussed vertices, edges, poly-
gons, lines and line segments. We have used rulers 
and yardsticks to measure items in our rooms using 
both metric measurement as well as US customary 
measurement.  In language arts we wrapped up our 
writing of fairy tales and began to work on a persua-
sive writing piece.  We have spiraled back to review 
reference tools, text features and finding the author’s 
purpose in texts as well.  In science we have learned 
about the three states of matter and how physical and 
chemical changes can occur.  We took time to cele-
brate Earth Day with the planting of peas for our 
AFAC garden with Ms. Egan as well as discussed 
how we can reduce our waste in our lunches.  The 
children will be taking their first SOL’s in just a couple 
of weeks, reading 5/13 and math 5/28. While this is 
the first time the children are taking these tests,       
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     Recently Tuckahoe students focused  
             on the P2 character strength of Appreci- 
             ation of Beauty and Excellence. Many  
             people might assume that Creativity  
             would be the character strength we       
  discuss most in visual arts, but          
recognizing and appreciating beauty helps us when    
analyzing and creating artwork. Whether it be a blooming 
tree you might spot with your kids on the walk home from 
school, clouds in the sky, or a splat of paint that is about 
to get washed down the sink (a daily occurrence in the 
art room)… please encourage our students to find beau-
ty in the world around them!  The day after spring break 
was Earth Day. Many of our artists kicked off the week 
with drawings, paintings, and sculptures that could help 
them find meaning in the world around us. We’ve been 
using our pond and gardens as inspiration. Be on the 
lookout for many turtle and flower themed pieces of   
artwork!  Clay sculptures, turtle drawings, yarn and paper      
weavings, watercolor animal portraits, and oil pastel  
flowers are just a few of the projects students are       
currently  working on in art. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Moving into warmer temperatures,   
our Physical Education classes will be  
heading outside more often for activities  
and lessons. Students are highly en- 

couraged to bring along a filled water bottle to properly 
hydrate themselves.  Also, we are seeing more students 
wearing sandals, flip-flops and soft rubber, open-toe 
shoes to classes.  For safety and injury prevention,    
students should wear footwear that will support their 
arches, ankles, and protect the entire foot and toes.    
Activities planned this month for Kindergarten, 1st, & 
2nd grades are focused on developing eye-hand coordi-
nation skills by using scoops, balancing varying pieces of 
equipment, and throwing to targets.  The 3rd- 5th graders 
just finished a catching/throwing unit and played a game 
called Catch 5.  These students will also be moving on to 
play Topple Ball and Ultimate Frisbee.  All grade levels 
have been sharpening their chasing, fleeing, dodging 
and tagging skills by playing Field Tag 2.0 and Capture 
the Flag.  As a reminder for all students, Tuckahoe’s 
Field Day is scheduled for Friday, June 7th! 
 

    May is an exciting time for our 
         Music students! The younger  
         students will once again dive into  
         the beautiful world of classical 

music and learn masterpieces such as "Carnival of the 
Animals" (2nd grade), and "Peter and the Wolf" (1st 
grade). Kindergarteners will hear the South African fairy 
tale "Abiyoyo", as they explore the genre of the lullaby. 
All of our students will learn and play traditional singing 
games from our culture and also around the world,     
enjoying the community built over the year. The 5th 
grade students will attempt the North Skelton Sword 
dance, using yardsticks as swords. This year, as        
students studied different pieces of music, we often 
shared stories about composers and the hardships they 
had to overcome. Connecting this with our P2 project, 
ask your child what strengths the composers and       
musicians possessed that helped them create master-
pieces that we love and enjoy listening to today. As many 
of our students play instruments and participate in differ-
ent ensembles, you can also discuss which character 
traits are necessary to become a successful musician. 
Fourth and 5th grade families, please remember that the 
spring concerts will take place the first week of June. 
Lastly, the music teachers are very grateful to Tuckahoe 
parents for the classroom supplies. Thank you for your 
generosity, thoughtfulness, and support!  
 
 
 
 
 
    As we head into the end of the year, students are 
wrapping up some exciting projects in the Library.  Ask 
the 4th graders about their finished book trailers, which 
they worked so hard on!  They showed a great under-
standing of their book club books and demonstrated their 
technology skills and creativity in some very innovative 
ways.  Third grade has been reviewing reference source 
skills and has showed a lot of growth in their understand-
ing of guidewords and the different types of reference 
materials.  Second grade also got to show their creativity 
by writing short stories, and then illustrating a partner’s 
work.  We have some great storytellers!  First grade has 
been all about the poetry books while they’ve been        
prepping for the poetry slam—seeing their excitement 
about a new format of writing has been very fun and the 
poetry books are flying off the shelves.  Finally, May for 
kindergarten is Pigeon Month in the library!  We’ll be 
reading lots of Mo Willems’ famous Pigeon books and 
even creating our own Pigeon illustrations.  Keep an eye 
out for your kindergartener drawing pigeons on           
everything! Also please watch for announcements about 
final dates for book checkout; we’ll be closing checkout 
sometime in June.  And if you have library books at 
home, please bring them back ASAP!  We don’t care 
how overdue they are—we just want them back so     
everyone can enjoy them next year.   
 
    The crops planted by grades K, 1, and  
          3 before spring break are doing beautifully. 
          Soon, 1st grade will enjoy a salad harvest,  
          K students will taste fresh sugar-snap 
peas, and 3rd graders will donate their harvest to AFAC 
in the spirit of community service. Second graders con-
nected nature, science, and social studies in hands-on 
activities on natural resources. Thanks to Ms. J for co-

teaching lessons connecting music and bird songs with 
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Department News continued from page 3… 
 
me! I look forward to teaching classroom lessons on clas-
sification of living things in May. Fifth grade Green Team 
students are continuing to collect used markers to be re-
purposed through Crayola’s ColorCycle program, and 
have been busy assisting me and Ms. Kaplowitz with nu-
merous new plantings and other schoolyard projects. 
They have also enjoyed teaming with News@9 to pro-
duce “Green Tips” segments to share with our school 
community. Schoolyard Stewards, a lunch/recess pro-
gram runs through the end of May; info/volunteer signup: 
https://goo.gl/RX2BhG . The remaining garden workday 
will be June 2; info/signup: https://goo.gl/M4cyrF 
 
 

         
      

please know that they are ready.  They have all had 
experience throughout the year with similar tests and 
have done well on those.  We are currently spiraling 
back to review many of the topics we have studied 
throughout the year in a variety of ways.  We are play-
ing games, Smartboard Jeopardy type games, as well 
as with paper and pencil reviews. To ensure familiarity 
of both the testing environment as well as the           
protocols, the children will take a practice test next 
week.  This practice will allow the children to work with 
the online tools available during the testing sessions. 
We have worked hard to explain to the children that 
this is just a snapshot of what they know and that we 
don’t want them to be too concerned about taking 
them. The best way to help your child be ready is to 
make sure he or she has a good night’s sleep the night 
before the test, eats a good breakfast, and arrives at 
school on time on the testing days. If you have any  
additional questions about the tests, please contact 
your child’s teacher directly. When we finish with     
testing we will continue to learn about the ancient     
civilizations of both Egypt and China. In science we will 
be learning about the cycles of the moon.  In math we 
will cycle back to multiplication and division, and we 
will finish up our persuasive writing.  As you can see, 
we still have much to learn.  While we are all excited 
for the warmer weather and the approaching end of the 
school year, your continued help stressing the         
importance of following Tuckahoe’s 3 Rs (Respect, 
Responsibility and Remembering the Rights of Others) 
and coming to school ready to learn is appreciated.  
 

       Students have been exploring measurement 
       in math, learning about our customary system   
      of measurement versus the metric system.    
            Next, we will be exploring probability and     
           statistics. We are ready to spend the stu-
dents’ last quarter as Fourth Graders working hard and 
building a solid foundation of mathematical knowledge to 
guide them through the rest of their learning years!  In 
science, we will be learning all about physics - force and 
motion and electricity and magnetism. These units are full 
of hands-on learning opportunities and numerous experi-





Classroom News continued from page 2… 

speed and our demolition derby!  Fourth graders are  
continuing to learn about the great Commonwealth of 
Virginia. We’ve covered over 400 years of its history! This 
month, we’ll focus on Virginia today: our government, 
products and industries.  April was National Poetry Month 
and 4th grade seems to be full of Dickinsons and      
Whitmans! Throughout the school year students have 
been exposed to a variety of poetry types and have    
successfully been creating their own original masterpiec-
es. Poetry promotes creativity and freedom in writing and 
is a nice balance to the nonfiction writing students     
practice in fourth grade. We’ve often created cross-

curriculum poems by writing about topics we’ve learned 
in social studies. In May, we’ll continue to develop our 
writing skills through poetry, paragraph of the week, and 
cross-curricular exercises. We are ready to continue    
putting forth our best effort for the last two months of our 
school year. We still have lots of learning left to do!  
 

     Our Fifth Grade students are as happy as we are that 
it is finally starting to feel like spring around here!  
In math, our students have finished up  
geometry and are making their way into our  
probability and statistics unit.  This month, be  
sure to ask your children about some of the  
hands-on activities they are doing in math class.  
Our scientists have wrapped up their oceans unit, and we 
are now beginning our cells and classification unit. Ask 
your 5th grader about the difference between plant and 
animal cells! In social studies, the students are studying 
the different forms of government in ancient Greece. Ask 
your child to tell you the difference between monarchy, 
oligarchy, tyranny, and democracy. In reading and     
writing, our 5th grade students are analyzing complex 
fantasy novels and crafting literary essays about them. 
This would make a FANTASTIC family conversation   
during your next car ride or dinner together!  





 

We also have a sense of how our kids operate in the 
school setting, and that factors into what we think is    
appropriate based on our professional knowledge and 
expertise as educators. 

How about asking my child’s current teacher for a 
specific placement next year? 
 
This is not part of our process as discussed above. Our 
teachers do not have the authority to tell a parent which 
teacher his or her child will have. It also puts teachers in 
an uncomfortable position if asked to tell a parent which 
colleague would be “good” or “bad” for the child. Teach-
ers may share input with us about the type of classroom 
environment that would best meet a child’s needs, just as 
parents do, but they do not assign specific teachers. 
 
So do parents have any input into the placement  
process? 
 

I absolutely value parent input into the process, and it is 
used each year.  While not required, parents are         
welcome to send me something in writing—email is    
fine—that describes the type of classroom setting/
environment that you feel would best benefit your child, 
based on his or her strengths, needs, social skills,       
personality, etc.  I keep all of this information in a file, and 
Dr. Legagneur and I take it into consideration when final 
class lists and teacher assignments are made. Specific 
teacher  requests cannot be accepted.  If you would 
like to offer some thoughts about the environment that 
you believe would help your child to be successful next 
year, please submit those before Friday, July 12. Once 
the process begins, new information coming in brings        
additional   challenges. I will review information that is 
submitted, but  after July 12 I cannot guarantee that it 
will be incorporated into class grouping decisions. 
 

And what if we don’t like the teacher assignment that 
comes in the welcome letter? 
 

As a parent myself, I understand wanting to make sure 
that my child gets the “best” teacher. That said, I know 
that teacher reputations are often based on what is 
shared on social media and in the community.  Often, 
requests to change classes have been made based on 
what parents have heard about teachers, and for each 
negative comment that is circulated, I can produce testi-
monials from parents indicating how that same teacher 
was fantastic for their children.  I recognize that not all 
teachers are the right fit for all kids.  But that doesn’t 
mean that the teacher isn’t right for any kid.  Unless there 
has been direct experience in the past, my belief is to let 
the process work and give it a chance. We have had ex-
periences in which a parent was certain that the teacher 
would not be right for her child only to come back later 
and report that the class was in fact a good match. Our 
goal is the same.  We want the best experience for our 
students just as our parents do.  Kids are also more resili-
ent than we tend to give them credit for.  Not having his 
or her best friend in class can turn out to be a positive.  
Learning to adapt to a new teaching style is a good prep-
aration for future experiences.  And, every move that is  
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made has a domino effect in terms of class compositions 
and sizes. If there are concerns before the start of school, 
I recommend scheduling a time to talk with the teacher so 
that questions can be asked and concerns shared so that 
both home and school are on the same page. From there 
we need to let the start of the year take its course.      
Considerations for class changes will not begin to take 
place during the first two weeks of school and not without 
discussions with the teacher. 
 

I do believe in our process, one that has proven to be 
overwhelmingly successful over the years, as well as the 
strengths of our staff.  So I ask that we give that process 
a chance before making decisions based on the          
experiences of others. I have also found as a parent that 
my reactions can easily influence my children’s, so    
maintaining a positive outlook goes a long way in helping 
our kids start the year off on the right foot. 
  
I hope that provides some perspective on our class  
placement procedures. Feel free to drop me a note if you 
would like to share information about your child that you 
think will help inform the process. 

 

Spring SOL Testing Dates are noted below.  All tests 
will begin after morning announcements. Please try to 
avoid appointments or other absences on student testing 
days. Students arriving after a test has begun will need to 
take it on one of the make-up days. 
 

Grade 3:     Reading:  May 13  Math:  May 28 

 

Grade 4:     Reading:  May 14    Soc. Studies: May 21 

        Math:   May 29 

 

Grade 5:     Reading:  May 15  Science:  May 22 
         Math:  May 30  
 

     This week, May 6-10, we are recognizing our staff and 
appreciating all that they do for our  

students and community.  From working tirelessly to 
teach and build relationships with our kids, to  

attending and assisting at our music concerts, to joining 
us at Harvest Fest, Silver Diner, to playing basketball, 

Tuckahoe staff rocks! Thank you! 

 Mitch Pascal 

Perspective continued from page 1… 



Thought of the Month:  

♦ May 6-10:  Teacher Appreciation Week  

♦ May 7:  PTA Meeting 7:00PM 

♦ May 8:   Walk & Bike to School Day 

♦ May 10:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ May 11:  Home & Garden Tour  

♦ May 12:  Mother’s Day 

♦ May 13:   Kgn Parent Orientation  
   7:00PM 

♦ May 14:  Teacher/Support Staff of the  
   Year Ceremony, W-L HS,  
   6:30PM 

♦ May 17:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ May 17:  Basketball Game, W-L HS 

♦ May 24:  Slider Spirit Friday—Wear  
   Red, White, & Blue 

♦ May 27:  Memorial Day Holiday  

  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 



Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!    

 Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  






























 

 

“Positive thinking is  
more than just a tagline. It changes the  
way we behave. And I firmly believe that 
when I am positive, it not only makes me 
better, but it also makes those around me         

better.”  
                         ~Harvey Mackay  
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   As we continue our monthly celebration of people from 
diverse backgrounds who have made contributions in 
various areas, May recognizes those who have made 
specific contributions in the field of business (industry, 
manufacturing, retail) as a follow up to last month’s    
Career Day.  We’ve begun highlighting figures such as 
Rosalind G. Brewer, Marissa Ann Mayer, Oscar Munoz, 
and Steve Chen. Students are  encouraged to identify 
others who have made contributions and help expand  
our collection! 



News From Matuwa 
   We are starting our sponsorship drive to help out the 
newest class of Matuwa Primary School students. Right 
now, the Tuckahoe community sponsors 36 Matuwa    
children.  Our goal is to sign up an additional 15 sponsors 
by the end of May!  Sponsors support their students    
financially, as well as exchange letters with them 2-3 
times a year.  A contribution of $34/month will cover the 
needs of one child to attend Matuwa Primary School. If 
you are interested in sponsoring, please visit: 
www.aahuganda.org/donate/sponsorship and for more 
information, please contact the Tuckahoe Matuwa parent 
liaison at Tuckahoe@aahuganda.org. 


