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      Happy June!  No denying the finish line is in 
sight, but we do have 14 busy school days ahead of 
us before officially saying goodbye to the  
2018-19 school year. As we do begin to  
enter the home stretch, it never fails to  
amaze me how quickly each school year  
passes.  Once again, I feel like we’ve had  
an outstanding school year.  Seeing  
academic and social growth of our Sliders  
throughout the school year is the best  
part of my job, aside from the occasional hug from 
one of our kindergarteners...With the amount of high  
level instruction and learning that takes place 
throughout the school year, we do want to be cogni-
zant of the “summer loss” phenomenon and guide 
our kids to keep up their skills. This is something 
students will hear from their teachers, and you’ll see 
repeated on the next several pages by our grade 
level teams. I think few would argue that kids should 
read over the summer, but recommendations for 
summer practice also include writing and practicing 
math skills as well.  That said, it’s summer.  Kids 
need to clear their minds, have fun, vacation, sleep 
in a little, go to camp, and play outside. Skills prac-
tice can be incorporated into daily routines so that 
they don’t seem like “work.” I support students  
reading books of their choice. Let their writing be 
authentic, either journaling about summer travels or 
writing to relatives and friends. Math facts can be 
five minute reviews in the car and applied authenti-
cally when at the grocery store, at a restaurant, or at 
home in the kitchen. The more the practice is regu-
larly maintained, the easier it will be for students to 
recoup those skills when they return in the fall. For 
me, summer is also a great time to catch my breath, 
do some reflection about the school year just     
ending, and prepare for the one to come.  I consider 
the discussions I have with staff, about what they 
felt went well and what goals they have for moving 
forward, and try to answer those same questions         
myself. 

      Our partnership with Matuwa Primary School 
in Uganda has continued to grow.  We now have 
         Tuckahoe families sponsoring more 
         than 30 Matuwa students so that their 
         school attendance can be facilitated 
         with greater ease and hopefully life-

         long relationships established. We 
         owe a tremendous thanks to Bobbi Jo 
         and Arun Pankaj for doing such a 
         great job facilitating the sponsorship      
process over the last year. The students continue 
to think about their Matuwa counterparts as well. 
The degree to which our students demonstrate 
how they think about others, whose needs differ so 
greatly from ours, has been gratifying to witness, 
and I hope will be a mindset they take with them 
long after leaving Tuckahoe. 
     This is all a great complement to what we’ve 
begun with the Positivity Project this  
year.  The key tenet of the program is  
helping kids to internalize the concept  
that Other People Matter. Over the  
course of the year students have  
learned about 24 different character  
strengths that we all possess, to differ- 
ing degrees, that we can work to  
strengthen further.  Learning to develop traits such 
as bravery, perseverance, integrity, humor, and 
leadership, and how to recognize them in others, 
helps to facilitate the building of relationships. It 
has been great to hear students talk about the 
character strengths and identify examples of them 
in their own lives. Many parents have also shared 
how students have made applications to experi-
ences they’ve had, referencing the character traits 
about which they have been learning. We will con-
tinue the program next year, with the foundation 
having been laid, so that students can extend their 
learning and application further.  
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    Kindergarteners have so much to celebrate this 
month! We have grown so much this year  
and the students should be very proud of  
all of their accomplishments. We wrapped  
up May with outdoor expeditions, mak- 

ing bird houses, digging for worms,  
creating art in the courtyard, and much more.  
We are also working hard to prepare for our annual  
       Sing Along on June 14th at 2pm.   
       Please join us in the multipurpose 
       room to watch your children per-   
       form some of the songs they have
       learned this school year. In the  
       classroom this month, students  
         are learning about different kinds of 
habitats and the animals that live in those habitats. 
We will be doing various projects related to animals 
and their homes. In math, students are focusing on 
measurement and the passage of time. Students 
have been learning about measuring length, height, 
volume, and temperature, as well as comparing 
units of time (hours vs minutes, days vs months.) 
We plan to end the year with our annual End of 
Year Kindergarten Picnic on June 19th at 9:30am. 
We will have outdoor game stations in the morning 
followed by a picnic lunch. For more information, or 
if you'd like to volunteer, please reach out to your 
child's teacher or room parent. With the school year 
nearing an end, we'd like to thank parents for all of 
their support this school year! We are so amazed 
by all of the students’ growth. We encourage you to    
continue working with your child over the summer. 
Please consider a  summer journal where he or she 
can write about your summer adventures. Thanks 
for sharing your children with us, and have a happy 
and safe summer! 
 

  First Graders enjoyed another  
       successful year as gardeners.  Our  
       sugar snap peas, lettuce, radishes, kale, 
       and onions came in beautifully, and we     
           enjoyed eating (most) of them at our   
           end of the year salad party. (Sugar 
snap peas were a bit late and had to be harvested 
later!) Additional radishes and lettuce were donated 
to the Arlington Food Assistance Center. This has 
been a year of great successes.  All of the students 
are confident and ready for the challenges that  
second grade will bring. We want to take this      
opportunity to thank all of our wonderful              
parents.  We valued your support and help in mak-
ing this a successful year for the first graders. Have 
a wonderful summer and don’t forget to read! 

     Last month the Second Graders were as  
busy as bees as they engaged in their daily  
learning.  We were excited to watch our  
chrysalises form and develop into beautiful  
butterflies.  Although we were sad to  
see our winged friends go, it was a happy  
moment to release them into their natural environ-
ments.  As part of our study of plant life cycles, we 
did a fantastic planting lesson with Ms. Egan. The 
students explored the parts of a plant and a plant’s 
adaptations needed to survive.  We look forward to 
watching our seeds bloom into beautiful flowers. In 
math, we have been learning about the different 
types of graphs and how to analyze the data they 
represent. We focused on bar graphs and picto-

graphs. In language arts, we have been learning 
about the structure and elements involved in differ-
ent types of poetry.  The students have both written 
poems as well as read poetry as a means of        
expressing feeling and emotion about a certain   
topic.  We enjoyed our last gardening project with 
our dedicated and caring Rock Spring Garden Club 
volunteers. Each second grader was able to take 
home a handmade flower bouquet.  We look forward 
to another exciting month ahead as the year winds 
down.  
 

     June is now here and although the 
         year is winding down, Third Grade will 
         still be packing in a lot of learning in the 
  next few weeks! We will be wrapping 
  up our study of opinion writing,      
ancient Egypt, ancient China, and circling back to 
multiplication and division. Now is the time to cele-
brate all the kids have learned! We kicked off that 
celebration with our last project of the year, Museum 
Day! The kids have studied the ancient civilizations 
of Greece, Rome, Mali, Egypt, and China this year. 
The kids will be creating an ancient  
civilizations museum to teach others  
what we have learned. They will  
choose one of the civilizations we  
have studied, research one of its  
contributions, create a model of that  
contribution, and share about its importance  
with museum visitors. There have been some 
scheduling  conflicts with the actual date of the    
Museum Day. Please be on the look out for an email 
from your teacher in the next week!  As the summer 
is approaching please keep learning in mind as you 
make your summer plans. Many skills can be lost if 
we do not practice them each day. Please have your 
child keep up with twenty minutes of reading each 
day as well as practicing math skills. This can be 
done through the use of flash cards, math games, 
workbook, or your summer math packet. We also        
recommend keeping up your child’s writing skills  
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          As we wrap up the school  
  year the Art team would like to  
  say a big thank you to our PTA  
  for providing us with cleaning 
supplies, sharpies, and drawing books during 
teacher appreciation week! We have been    
putting them to good use. Summer is near and 
can even be seen in some of the recent artwork 
our students are creating. Here are a few   
highlights: colorful tape resist paintings, paper 
and yarn weavings with textures, architectural 
blueprints, symmetrical butterfly paintings, fruit 
and vegetable portraits inspired by Italian  
painter Giuseppe Arcimboldo, and sculptures 
from model magic and kiln fired clay. Look for 
all artwork and sketchbooks to be coming 
home soon. Thanks for an amazing year,      
artists! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    As the school year quickly comes to a close, 
the Physical Education Depart- 
ment will be taking classes  
outside more often for activities  
and lessons.  All students are  
highly encouraged to wear sunscreen with a 
minimum rating of  SPF+30  and bring along a 
water bottle to maintain proper hydration. Also, 
we are seeing more students  wearing sandals, 
flip flops and soft rubber open-toe-shoes to 
classes.  We recommend that your child wear 
footwear that will properly support their arch,  
       ankle and protect one’s entire  
      foot and toes. Tuckahoe’s Field 
      Day is Friday, June 7

th
 and the  

      PE staff has been working hard 
      to organize this event for     
students.  We look forward to seeing all of our 
grade levels having fun outside. Have a healthy 
and active summer!   
            

    Folk dancing, singing,  
musical storytelling, rhythms  
games, creative movements,  
listening to music, there were  
so many activities that our students enjoyed 
this year! Of course, our favorite times were 
when we got to see our students perform and 
share their unique talents. It is so exciting to 
watch them grow in their skills and become 
confident performers and active listeners. In 
June, many classes will have their last Special 
Music Day, and we encourage all to share. 
This week, please make sure to attend 4

th
 and  

  5
th
 grade spring concerts on  

  Monday, June 3rd, and Thursday, 
  June 6

th
, respectively. You will  

     hear the culmination of stu- 

     dents’ hard work! The concerts  
         will feature many young instrumen-
tal and voice soloists. We are very proud of our 
students’ achievements!  We wish you a great 
and restful summer filled with good music, and 
we cannot wait to hear what musical events, 
concerts, or festivals our Sliders got to attend 
during the break.  
 

        
 

 

 

    Numerous learning activities take place   
every week in our beautiful & enriching Discov-
ery Schoolyard. At the end of May, many    
classes took the opportunity to engage in    
special outdoor learning activities for Expedition 
Day. These included nature scavenger hunts, 
bird watching, creating art from natural materi-
als, pond life observations, learning about 
herbs, poetry-writing and so much more! Also 
in May, first graders had a salad celebration in 
which they harvested and enjoyed crops they 
grew and maintained! I have enjoyed doing 
STEAM lessons with various grade levels on 
topics including   weather, plants, classification, 
and cells. June will be busy as we prep garden 
beds for summer crops. One big change to look 
for is the demolition of the aging beds in the 
Peter Rabbit garden;  
rebuilding of these beds  
will be supported by a  
generous grant from the  
Whole Kids Foundation,  
obtained by Schoolyard  
Assistant Andrea Kaplowitz.  
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with a journal! Whether it be writing  
about the fun adventures you will be  
going on, a creative story, or writing  
their  opinion about a topic, writing  
should be something done each week.  
Keeping up with these skills helps to  
keep the kids’ stamina up as they go  
into the next grade. Can’t wait to hear about all of 
the fun adventures that the summer brings! Thanks 
for a wonderful year! 
 

         Fourth Graders have learned so          
         much in math this year, from large  
         number addition and subtraction, to    
            multiplication and division. We’ve  
            worked through word problems,    
fractions, decimals, measurement, probability, and 
geometry. We’ve used our knowledge of multiplica-
tion facts and inverse operations to help us along 
the way. Don’t let this knowledge slip away! There 
are a variety of math practice websites available for 
free use online. Setgame.com is one of our         
favorites. Practice the skills and strategies you have    
developed this year over the summer to prepare 
yourself for 5th grade. Our 4th grade scientists have 
done a wonderful job hypothesizing and              
experimenting all year. We will be finishing the year 
with many fun experiments related to electricity and                    
magnetism! Just because our testing is over doesn’t 
         mean we’re slowing down in  

        social studies. In fact, we are  
         looking forward to our Mt. 
         Vernon field trip on June 14th.  
         We can’t wait to explore George 
         Washington’s home. Please  

        remember to keep exploring our 
         great state over the summer! 
There are so many important historical sites to visit 
nearby. Enjoy them! Fourth graders were           
challenged to expand their reading horizons and 
tackle various genres by the end of the year. We 
have had so much fun exploring books and         
nurturing our curiosity. We were able to hit new    
levels of creativity and clarity in writing this year! 
We’ve expanded our vocabularies, deepened our 
understandings, developed higher critical thinking 
skills, and learned valuable planning                     
and editing techniques. What a great          
year of language arts! Keep up the          
reading and writing habits that you          
practiced this year by engaging in          
both activities over the summer. The        
fourth grade team wishes you all a happy and safe 
summer!  



Classroom News continued from page 2… Perspective continued from page 1… 

     Looking ahead to next year as a staff, we are    
continuing our professional growth. We will resume 
working with the Responsive Classroom approach, 
which emphasizes the social, emotional, and academ-
ic growth of students in a strong and safe learning   
environment. A new area for all of us will be the      
transition to standards based grading. Several schools 
have already begun progress reporting in this fashion 
and all elementary schools will be doing so in the next 
couple of years. Tuckahoe has a working group in 
place that is learning about standards based reporting 
and will be preparing over the summer to work with all 
our staff when we return in August. Sarah Putnam,        
Director of Teaching and Learning, shared a presenta-
tion for parents earlier this year, and there is            
information about the initiative linked on the Tuckahoe 
home page. While the paradigm will be new for all of 
us, we will learn together and work through whatever 
we need to. Ultimately we know that reporting student 
progress with regard to specific standards provides 
more information than does a letter grade, and is more 
closely aligned with daily and quarterly instruction.  
More information will come as the new year begins. 
     Perhaps our biggest ongoing professional develop-
ment centers around our work as a Professional 
Learning Community. A PLC is not something we “do” 
but who we are.  Our philosophy as a PLC is that we 
are a group of educators that meets regularly, shares 
expertise, and works collaboratively to improve teach-
ing skills and the academic performance of students. 
We all moved along the continuum as we learned 
more about what makes this structure successful, and 
look forward to growing further next year.   
     As we wind down, I want to wish all of our Slider 
families a very safe, restful, relaxing summer break. 
Thank you for sharing your kids with us, and I hope 
you are able to create many wonderful memories with 
your family this summer.  We’ll see many of you at our 
Open House on August 29—next year it’s an hour ear-
lier, from 9:00-10:00—and all of you when we kick off 
2019-20 on September 3. 

 Mitch Pascal 

          This is the theme for Mr. Pascal’s    
         Summer Reading Program 2019.  
         Students will bring home a flyer  
         the last week of school, but it is  
         easy to participate!   
 

Students are encouraged to read for fun over the   
summer. Take a picture of your child holding the book 
he or she liked best from his or her summer reading.       
Students should then write at least one sentence    
telling why he or she liked it. During the first week of 
school, students bring their pictures and sentences 
with them. We’ll hang all the submissions in the front 
hallway. Each student who brings one will be eligible 
for a lottery with a special prize... 



  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 
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♦ June 3:  4th Gr Concert, 7:00PM 

♦ June 4:  PTA/Book Swap, 6:30PM  

♦ June 5:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

♦ June 6:  5th Gr Concert, 7:00PM 

♦ June 7:  Field Day  

♦ June 7:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ June 11:  Election Day 

♦ June 12:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

♦ June 14:  Kgn Sing Along, 2:00PM 

♦ June 14:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ June 19:  PK Graduation, 10:00AM 

♦ June 19:  5th Grade Farewell, 6:00PM 

♦ June 21:  Last Day of School  

♦ June 21:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ June 21:  Report Cards Distributed 

♦ June 21:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

Traveling this  
Summer?   

Take this guy with you! 

As we’ve done for breaks this year, take a picture 
of our Slider with your Slider! Where will he end 
up?  Mount Rushmore?  Grand Canyon?  Eiffel 
Tower? We’re looking for pictures of our Tuckahoe 
Rocks bumper sticker wherever your travels take 
you this summer.  We’ll clean off the map in the 
front office and plot our new submissions as they 
come in. Let’s see how many places we can get 
Tuckahoe to Rock by the time we return in  
September! 
























As we close out the 2018-2019 school year, the 
PTA has been talking about the programming and 
activity schedule for next year - a conversation that 
continues through the summer. We had an        
awesome year of events (look for our year end   
report on the website later this month) and amazing 
family participation. So many of the events       
sponsored by the PTA, in collaboration with the 
school, have become a mainstay of the Tuckahoe 
community - they are fun and educational for our 
kids, bring families together, and make school a 
place that extends its reach beyond the classroom 
walls. As much as we wish we could snap our     
fingers and all of the events and programs would 
just run themselves, they don’t. We are so fortunate 
to have a cohort of dedicated volunteers year after 
year who make everything happen. 
 
Starting next year, several of our long time parent 
volunteers have kids who have aged out of    
Tuckahoe. So we need some new faces to help out. 
We will be spending the summer trying to do some 
advanced planning, and would love to have      
committees of volunteers for several of our events - 
Harvest Fest (5 co-chairs needed), School Photos 
(1 to 2 chair shadows needed), Book Fair (1 to 2 
more co-chairs needed), Yearbook (2 to 3 chair 
shadows needed). Out hope is that with a strong 
planning committee for each event, the work       
becomes easier to manage and takes less of     
everyone’s time. 
 
If you have a few spare hours here and there, 
please raise your hand and join us. It really is a 
great experience to be involved in the school, get to 
know more parents/kids/teachers, and know that 
the work you do volunteering to run these events 
makes a difference for all of us. Email tucka-
hoeptapresident@gmail.com if you are interested. 
 
Thank you to all of our volunteers this year! We 
couldn’t have done it without you. We hope you all 
have a great summer and we look forward to     
seeing you in the new school year! 


