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What I’ve Seen… 

 
Hands down, the best part of my job is being able to get into classrooms and see what students are 
learning and doing. The current state of affairs hasn’t made it quite as easy to pop in and out of    
classrooms, as I, too, often have to wait in the lobby and be admitted to a classroom. Despite the extra 
step, it has still been enjoyable to see our students learning and participating in instructional activities. 
While parents have had some greater insight as to what takes place in the classroom under virtual 
learning, perhaps you’ve seen some of what I’ve had the opportunity to see over the past couple of 
weeks… 

 

I’ve seen… 

 

...students listening to self-made music of postal workers in Ghana, trying to identify what they hear 
and share what they wonder about 
 

...students laughing at a silly story I read to them 

 

 

 

...students matching terms and functions across the three branches of government 
 

   ...students counting and representing two and three digit numbers using images  
   of base 10 blocks 

 

...students creating and refining topic and closing sentences for paragraphs they’ve written 

 

...students greeting each other at Morning Meeting 

 

 

 

...students grouping and skip counting by 5s and 10s 

 

...students rolling a virtual die to practice doubling numbers 

 

 

While it’s not the same as being there in person it’s still great to see our kids’ smiling faces and trying 
to connect with them each day!  Looking forward to seeing more in the coming 
weeks. 
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Times 

Principal Pascal’s  

Perspective... 

    Mitch Pascal 



Kindergarteners are excited          
for a spooky October! We will continue            
to use our five senses to make          
observations and learn about our         
Arlington community. In math,                    
students are learning about different counting 
strategies, as well as counting backwards from 
10 to 0. In reading, kindergarteners are      
studying nonfiction books and learning to make 
predictions about what they read. In writing, 
students are learning to use their alphabet 
charts to help them identify the letter sounds 
they need to write words. Kindergarteners   
continue to impress us as they become more 
confident in our virtual classroom. This past 
month they learned to join our “Turtle Channel” 
for small groups and navigate between different 
apps on their iPads.  Please remind your      
children to access Lexia, Dreambox, and    
Seesaw by first logging into MyAccess --   
Clever-- and finally their chosen app. We would 
greatly appreciate it if grown-ups at home 
would only help students understand the       
directions when working in Dreambox, Lexia, or 
Seesaw. We use this data to help guide our  
instruction for future lessons.  We are so       
appreciative of our kindergarten families and 
their support in virtual learning!  
   
     First Graders have been doing 
a      great job navigating the virtual world!    
         In math we have been grouping  
         objects by 2, 5, and 10 and using  
         our skills as skip counters to count 
accurately. In language arts we have started 
“small moment” stories where we zoom in on a 
personal narrative. In science we have been 
enjoying studying seasonal changes. We have 
studied how we prepare for winter as well as 
learning how plants and animals get ready for 
the changing of the season. We have also 
started Breakout Rooms, DreamBox, Lexia, 
and Seesaw. The First Grade team               
appreciates everyone’s patience as we explore 
these new learning resources. As we end    
September we say goodbye to Kevin Henkes 
as our author of the month and say hello to Eric 
Carle.   

     Wow; really FOUR weeks into this  
virtual world of learning?  Seriously?!   
Well, here is what the Second Grade  
students have to report:  AWESOME,  
EXCITING, OKAY, NOT SO BAD,  
and (a team favorite) INCONCEIVABLE!   
All of those and more describe what we are      
doing each day as learners, in union, to embrace 
this world of virtual teaching.  As an example, we 
have now conquered fears of going in and out of 
Teams to do independent work on applications 
that require dedicated connections such as 
Dreambox, Lexia, and RAZ Kids. Students are 
committing to these work assignments and using 
tools such as virtual timers to return to class in a 
(mostly) timely manner… thanks to at home folks 
for encouraging such!  We have started our    
curriculum instruction in earnest and students are 
learning about addition strategies, using mentor 
texts to inspire powerful writing pieces, reading 
like a “detective”, and using symbols in our world 
to designate meaning and to honor basic       
principles such as freedom, courage, and       
empathy. Symbols studied include:  the        
American flag, the Statue of Liberty, the Bald   
Eagle, and the Washington Monument.  As a 
suggested family discussion:  which of these 
symbols is most important to you and 
why?    Further:  in an election year with heated 
debates, what new symbol could you introduce to 
the world to offer unity, equity, and peace?  We 
want to hear from you!  
 

      Our first month of Third Grade 
          flew by! Our classes are becoming 
          stronger and more respectful virtual 
          learners every day. In reading we    
          are expanding our book knowledge 
          by learning how to summarize and 
find context clues in the stories we are          

reading. In writing, we are working toward       
becoming better storytellers. In math we are     
becoming the master of our manipulatives and 
will start using them to show our thinking when it 
comes to equality! Our social studies units for the 
first quarter are officially wrapped up, and we will 
be shifting our focus to science for the             
remainder of the quarter. In science we are          
introducing our science notebooks and what it 
takes to be a scientist! Once we become         
scientists, we will jump right into the   ecosystem. 
We are so happy with the progress we have    
already made this year! 

 

continued  page 4... 
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            The Art team is in the groove!  
      We have been expanding the way 
      we see the world through lines  
      and shapes. We’ve also been  
      exploring how to SAY what’s in  
      our hearts through word            
illustration. After some thoughtful conversation, we 
brainstormed and shared different words that are 
meaningful to us. Share this trivia question with 
your artist and tune in next month for the answer: 
Which artist had one of their works hung upside 
down at the Museum of Modern Art in NYC for 46 
days without anyone noticing?  K-5 have started 
creating their online portfolios via Seesaw!  Building 
a digital portfolio allows teachers to help students 
with their progress and assess based on our visual 
art standards. The Art team will send out invites for 
parents to connect and view their artists’ amazing 
work through the Seesaw family app. Also, be sure 
to have an art box for students to keep their      
physical art portfolios at home (ex: Costco box, 
large paper bag, folder). The ETA for the Art     
learning kits has been extended to the end of      
October. For now, unlined paper and basic drawing 
materials will do just fine. Keep up the creativity!       
                            
     After engaging in a variety  
of Getting to Know You beginning  
of year activities, we now dig  
deep into important musical  
concepts such as rhythm, musical form, and       
melodic direction. Students in upper grades began 
practicing active music listening and song analysis 
skills, as they learn the new rhythmic pattern of a 
dotted quarter note followed by an eighth note 
(discovered in Obwisana, the singing game from 
Ghana). After students’ virtual trip to Africa, we are 
heading toward South America (Bolivia, Peru) to 
celebrate the beauty and richness of Hispanic     
culture with singing and folk dancing.  Through 
movement and singing activities, our younger     
students started reviewing (or learning) the        
concepts of a steady beat, rhythm (a quarter note, 
paired eighth notes, a quarter rest), and musical 
form (AB, ABA). Kindergarteners are practicing 
showing the steady beat and learning to              
differentiate between long and short sounds, high 
and low pitches. In the next two weeks, our younger 
students will learn to perform the virtually adapted 
dances from Mexico: Los Machetes (2nd

 grade) and  
 

 

 

the Mexican Hat Dance, La Raspa (Kgn and first  
grade). These dances are sure to keep students 
engaged and moving! 
 

     Hard to believe that we are  
already one month into virtual  
learning at Tuckahoe!  Just as a  
reminder, ALL Physical  
Education lessons that are taught during the week 
appear on the Canvas PE Homepage.  This page 
can be accessed through your homeroom        
teacher’s Canvas page.  We have been working on 
eye/hand coordination activities and skills with our 
Pre-K through 2nd grade students.  These students 
have also been instructed on the importance of   
being physically active and in how exercise makes 
the heart and lungs stronger.  Grades 3rd–5th have 
been concentrating on fitness and understanding 
the role that your heart rate and pulse plays in    
determining the intensity that one is engaged 
in.  Students were also instructed on how to throw 
an object overhand to a target.  Even though there 
have been limitations in this virtual learning        
platform, the Physical Education Staff is              
encouraged each day by the growing relationships 
that we have developed thus far.  We look forward 
to being back at Tuckahoe soon.        
 

 

 

 

 

 

     September was a busy month in the Library! We 
saw almost 500 ebook and over 900 print book    
circulations!  A big thanks goes to everyone who 
was involved in library book pickup Thursday after-
noon.  While book pickup is staying at the same 
time, we are happy to share that Sliders can now 
return books Monday—Thursday from 9am-5pm by 
simply placing their books in the labeled bin outside 
the front doors.  We love seeing those books come 
back!  As we move into the school year, we’ve   
started working on library, reading, and research 
skills.  Fifth grade used an app to write book       
recommendations to their classmates, 4th grade 
began forming researchable questions, and 3rd 
grade learned about a neat invention.  Second 
grade got some practice using Discover, while 1st 
graders showed that they are becoming expert   
independent readers.  Kindergartners are enjoying 
reading some fun books and getting to do some  
illustrating of their own.  We are looking forward to 
continuing to build these skills in October!  Finally, 
always keep an eye on the front page of Discover, 
as we get new econtent in regularly! 
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      It has been so impressive to  
              work with young scientists Pre-K  
        through 5th grade and see how  
        involved and creative they are in  
        engaging with STEAM lessons 
online! Pre-K and K lessons have focused on the skills 
of observing, describing, and sorting things by their 
characteristics. First graders have been exploring   
seasonal changes, and we will continue by learning 
about seasonal plant and animal adaptations. Grades 
3-5 have been learning about the scientific inquiry,  
including experimental design, key vocabulary, and 
communication of results. We have also been taking 
virtual visits to our beautiful schoolyard via video clips 
and observing the gardens and the fish and turtles in 
the pond, which we will continue to do regularly. 

Classroom News continued from page 2... 
 
    The first quarter is well underway, as 
          is our learning! We are having a great  
          time soaking up new knowledge in    
          Fourth Grade. In math, we are working 
          on place value and patterns. Next up is 
large digit addition, subtraction, and estimation,    
including multi-step word problems. In science this 
month, students will be learning all about the planets 
of our solar system. In social studies, students are 
exploring the geography of our beautiful state of   
Virginia. In language arts, students are using their 
own experiences to develop their writing skills in our 
daily writing activities. We have set a goal to  expand 
students’ reading lives by increasing their           
competence, confidence, and reading motivation 
through daily participation in classroom reading  
communities. Please encourage your child to read a 
wide range of genres throughout the year.  

 

     Tuckahoe Fifth Graders have had a  
unique start to the year!  In September,  
we became familiar with our daily routines  
and schedules. In reading, our classes  
began our read aloud, Home of the Brave,  
and we began our first unit on analyzing theme. 
Soon, we will be getting into book clubs!  In writing, 
our fifth grade students are embarking on our       
journey of narrative writing and have been learning 
how to brainstorm like writers.  In math class, we 
have been talking a lot about our Math Workshop 
structure. We also introduced prime and composite 
numbers and are reviewing the concept of odd and 
even numbers. We will soon begin simplifying       
expressions using the order of operations and will 
move on to practical problems involving all four      
operations.  Science class will continue to bring us 
into the world of matter, and we are using our 
knowledge of the scientific method to experiment 
with different forms of matter.  We will learn even 
more about atoms, elements, and the periodic      
table!  In social studies, we are wrapping up our 
study of early humans, and will be moving on to 
Mesopotamia, where we will discover the elements 
that make up early civilization. Be sure to ask your 
children about: their favorite science investigation so 
far, what they think of Home of the Brave, the       
difference between prime and composite numbers, 
and the differences between the Paleolithic and    
Neolithic times! We’ve also been discussing the 
character traits of curiosity and teamwork for the 
Positivity Project! Ask your child how he or she has 
shown curiosity and displayed teamwork with his or 
her peers. In the month of October we’ll be talking 
about open-mindedness and integrity to name a  
couple.  Follow us on twitter at @TuckahoeGrade5 
for pictures and moments captured throughout the 
day’s activities! 



Department News continued from page 3... 

     This year our counseling program will continue to 
expand!  We have several counselor driven school- 
wide events such as Bully Prevention Month (Oct.), 
The Great Kindness Challenge (Jan.), and Career 
Day (TBD). Your support and participation is          
welcomed, if you would like to volunteer for any of 
these events please contact me. Along with our 
schoolwide events, Mrs. Vollmecke and I regularly 
provide classroom lessons to all students on various 
topics. I look forward to meeting and working with 
your family!  October is Bully Prevention month.     
During the month counselors will be providing     
classroom lessons on bullying. Students will learn the 
3R’s of bullying, recognize, report, and refuse. Also, 
there will be daily bully prevention tips during         
announcements. To honor the fight against bullying 
we will be participating in UNITY day, October 21, and 
students are invited to dress in orange. This year we 
will be having a Bully Prevention Spirit Week Oct. 19-

23: 
 
Monday- Put A Cap on Bullying (wear a favorite hat) 
Tuesday- Team Up Against Bullying (Jersey Day) 
Wednesday- UNITY Day (wear orange to show that 
we are together against bullying, and united for     
kindness, acceptance, and inclusion.) 
Thursday- Pull UP your socks and be an UPstander 
(crazy sock day) 
Friday- Be a Buddy not a Bully community day (wear 
your Slider gear) 
 
Tuesday October 20th 7pm-9pm The Student Support 
Team along with presenter Jennifer Gross will be 
hosting a parent workshop, Stewards of Children 
Darkness to Light about childhood sexual abuse. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any      
questions or concerns.  
Tiffaney Knight, School Counselor  
tiffaney.knight@apsva.us 





























Thought of the Month:  

♦ October 6: PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 

♦ October 8:  Library Pickup 2:30-5:00 

♦ October 9:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ October 12:  No School for Students 

♦ October 15: Library Pickup 2:30-5:00 

♦ October 16:  Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ October 20:  Darkness to Light Presentation, 7:00 PM 

♦ October 22:  Early Release 1:26PM, P/T Conf. 

♦ October 23:  No School, Parent/Teacher Conf. 

♦ October 29:  Library Pickup 2:30-5:00 

♦ October 30:  Slider Spirit Friday 

 

       

      “We can do  

anything we want to if we          
stick to it long enough.” 

              
           ~Helen Keller 

      

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Stephanie McIntyre, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 



Tuckahoe Slider Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any Tuckahoe 
gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!   
Wear blue & yellow to show your Slider Pride!  
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Hosted by the Student Services Team and presented 
by a therapist from Arlington County Child and     

Family Services  

In this empowering 2 hour training, we will cover the   
topics of: 

♦ Facts about the problem of child sexual abuse 

♦ The types of situations in which child sexual abuse 
might occur 

♦ Simple, effective strategies for protecting children 
from sexual abuse 

♦ The importance of talking about the prevention of 
sexual abuse with children and other adults 

♦ The signs of sexual abuse so that you might         
intervene and be able to react responsibly 

What Outcomes You Can Expect: 

♦ Increased awareness of the prevalence,               
consequences and circumstances of child sexual 
abuse 

♦ New skills to prevent, recognize and react             
responsibly to child sexual abuse 

♦ Individual commitment to action via a personal       
prevention plan 

 

To register use this link:  http://support.d2l.org/site/TR?
fr_id=16788 

 

The training is free, when prompted, enter this code:  
VIRTUAL10   (This is a unique link just for Tuckahoe       
parents, please do not share it with others).   
 

The session is Tuesday, October 20 from 7:00PM-

9:00PM on Zoom 

 

Questions: Contact Jennifer Gross, 
jmgross@arligntonva.us  or (703) 228-1561 
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The 2020-2021 school year will challenge students, teachers, and parents in unprecedented 
ways.  The PTA looks forward to working with Tuckahoe families and school staff to support and 
sustain the Tuckahoe community in the coming year.  New families, as well as returning families 
who have more questions than ever, can benefit from the online resources and communications that 
the PTA makes available: the PTA website, weekly newsletter, Facebook page, and Tuckahoe 
Times column.  Importantly, the PTA’s online directory will be the primary way to access class lists 
and other families’ contact information.  
 

The PTA will continue to support teachers, students, and parents by providing teacher grants,  
maintaining our outdoor learning space, and providing extracurricular opportunities. In addition, the 
PTA will look to introduce pandemic friendly community building opportunities and work within the 
larger APS community to advocate for strong educational policies. The PTA also establishes     
committees to address specific issues.  Two parent-run committees will be particularly salient in the 
2020-2021 school year: the Tuckahoe Learning Differences Community and the Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Committee.  
 

As the school year unfolds, please let us know where else you think we should focus our efforts. 
 

To be clear:  this year will be challenging in many ways.  The PTA will do everything that we can to 
support Tuckahoe families through this time.  Please consider volunteering when the opportunity 
arises.  We want our programming to remain as robust as possible.  As always, this will require   
parent support. 
 

Tuckahoe PTA Executive Board 

https://tuckahoepta.membershiptoolkit.com/ 


