Tuckahoe
Times
December 2020

Principal Pascal’s
Perspective...
Planning Ahead
We don’t all agree as to whether it’s time for schools to reopen, but one thing I think we can agree upon is
that we’d like schools to be able to reopen safely. Currently the Superintendent has indicated it will be
January before a phased-in return begins, although we don’t yet have a date for that. That hasn’t stopped us
from working on getting the building ready. While there are still questions for which we don’t have answers,
we wanted to share some of what has been happening at Tuckahoe to prepare for our students’ return in the
new year.

Rooms have been set up so desks are
6-feet apart. All ventilation systems have
been rated as working according to code.
We anticipate having 5th grade work
inside the building rather than the trailers.

Hallways have been marked at 6-foot
intervals so as students sit or stand in the
hallway they can do so at a distance from
one another.

An isolation room has been set up, separate
from the clinic, for students displaying
Covid-like symptoms to wait for pick up.
Provided signage has been posted both
inside and outside the school building.
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In November, Kindergarteners
learned about the history behind
Thanksgiving and learned that there
are many ways that life long ago
was different from life today. We
also took time to think about all the
many things we can be thankful for in our lives. We
are very thankful for our students and their families
and the support you have given us from home! In
reading, we began to show we understand the
books we read or listen to by talking about the
story’s characters, setting, and main events. We
also began learning to blend letter sounds together
when sounding out words for reading and writing.
Students got into the full swing of small reading and
writing groups to start reading with their bag of
leveled books. In December, kindergarteners will
continue to learn how to blend letter sounds and will
begin learning about long vowel sounds in words.
We are also learning sight words to help read
common words that are not easy to sound out. In
math we are finishing a unit on patterns. Students
are learning how to extend a pattern, find the core
of the pattern, and name the pattern with letters.
We will begin a unit on decomposing numbers
(such as breaking 5 into 2 and 3) in December and
will begin to work on solving story problems. In
social studies we will begin a unit on map skills, and
will tie it to The Gingerbread Man story in language
arts by making a map of his run through town! The
Gingerbread Man map and a Gingerbread Man
craft should be a fun way to wrap up December!
First Graders have rocked learning
this month! We are so proud of all the
students have accomplished being at
home. In language arts we worked
on how to be a word detective.
Students did an awesome job learning how
to break down word parts, looking for words within
words, and focusing on beginning and ending
sounds. Students practiced these skills by recording themselves reading out loud on Seesaw. While
doing your 20 minutes of required reading per night
please make sure your child is reading out loud to
you! This helps them develop their fluency as well
as breaking down harder words. Additionally, we
are so excited to be learning more about our
December Author of the Month, Jan Brett! Next
month we will be moving away from fiction stories
and into nonfiction with author Gail Gibbons. In

writing we worked on using our teacher voice to
create How To Writing. Students wrote How To’s
on how to wash their hands, make a s’more, a
snowman, and a PB&J sandwich. We will also be
working on writing in our handwriting books as well
as sentence work. In math we have been working
on addition and subtraction strategies. In science
we will be working on the states of matter! We are
looking forward to a great end of year and start of
2021!
As a Second Grade community, much (if not all) of November was
spent developing and displaying
our “expert knowledge” of a wide
variety of nonfiction topics. Students
have read and written about American holidays,
sports, animals, video games, the solar system and
much, much more. We will host another publication event in December before our winter break and
are excited to show off all that we’ve learned about
producing authentic pieces that serve to inform the
reader and include nonfiction elements such as a
table of contents and a glossary. In science, we
explored the world of magnetism and had fun
experimenting with gravity. In social studies, we
have entered the world of economics and students
have learned the difference between production
and consumption of goods and services. As we
wrapped up for our Thanksgiving break, students
learned about the history of money in our world and
how each coin or bill is an actual “work of art” that
contains many of the U.S. symbols already studied
earlier in the school year. In math, we have rolled
through our unit on rounding numbers to the
nearest ten and practiced our knowledge of number
patterns by skip counting up and back to 120 by
2’s, 5’s, and 10’s. As we kick off our new unit on
two digit addition and subtraction strategies, we
remind all students (and parents) that basic fact
fluency is a necessary foundational skill for this
concept. Hence, we are excited that our Reflex
Math program was finally kicked off this month and
is available for students to practice (and earn a
green light) every day of the week so … let’s build
those math muscles!
We can’t believe we’re just weeks
away from the end of 2020. We are
well into the second quarter and our
Third Graders are thriving in this
online environment. We have been
very focused on nonfiction this month. We are
enjoying many cross-curricular activities, including
a large informative writing assignment that ties
together reading, science and writing! We have
enjoyed engaging in reading nonfiction to learn and
continued page 4...
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Hello Everyone! The
Positivity Project from last
week focused on KINDNESS
which is just in time for the
holiday season. In Art we have
been incorporating some holiday inspired
works by sculpting turkeys, painting pies and
making nature creatures. These kinds of
projects encourage lovely conversations of the
kindness being passed around this time of year
and how we can continue to do so through our
art. In addition, we are SO EXCITED that art
kits have been distributed to students and we
are able to use new materials to explore our
creativity! YAY! If you haven't picked up your
art kit at Tuckahoe already, please do so as
soon as possible so that all artists have the
tools we are using during class.
``

The PE Staff is so pleased
by all the virtual interactions
and uploaded videos from our
Tuckahoe students. Go Sliders!
We are appreciative to the Tuckahoe community for assisting and engaging your children with
us as we all wade through the variety of
technologies being used. THANK YOU! This
month, the PreK & Kindergarteners will be
practicing soccer dribbling, ball passing, and
dancing
to
a
Soccer
Mexican
Hat
Dance.
Students are learning about how the
heart and lungs work in conjunction to get the
body moving and working. First grade students
are learning about how important water is to
the human body and in staying properly
hydrated by making optimum fluid-replacement
choices. These students are also improving
their under-handed throwing and catching
skills. The 2nd and 3rd grade are performing the
‘Notion of Muscle Motion’ to recall and
remember the muscle groups through a wordrhyming song. Ask them to perform this song
for you! These students are also performing
soccer dribbling and passing skills to a target
and then uploading videos for us to watch. In
4th Grade, our students are learning the
different bones that make up the human

skeleton. They are also being instructed on
Wellness & Fitness Planning.
Fifth grade
students are generating soccer videos for us
and posting them to Seesaw. These students
are also working on creating their own personal
SMART Goal by choosing a Fitness Challenge
that they would like to improve upon for this
school year. Be sure to ask your child what
goals he or she is striving for. With the winter
break quickly approaching, we will be starting a
hand-dribbling skills unit. Please seek out a
small 5-8” bouncing ball for children. A playground ball works best but a small, tennis ball
will be just fine. Wishing all our Tuckahoe
families a safe and enjoyable, happy
holidays! See you in the new year!
A virtual Music setting
doesn’t stop us from holding the students’ favorite
activities, such as Special
Music Days, where students can share a
musical performance with their friends. Over
the last few weeks, several classes had their
sharing days. We thank all the wonderful
students who already shared their musical
talent with us and to those who offered
encouragement and support! We were
impressed by so many amazing performances,
and we especially enjoyed seeing a positive
classroom culture! For some classes, the music
sharing days will be held later in the year. In
December, as we discuss different winter
holidays, students are invited to share their
family traditions. We love learning about each
other’s families, cultures, holidays, and
celebrations! No matter which winter holiday
you celebrate, we are wishing you good health,
kindness, and love in the new year!
November and December
are great months for exploring
the many STEAM connections
to cranberries, and we have
been doing just that. Using
cranberries as a starting point, and depending
on the grade level, we have looked at the role
of this plant in its ecosystem, its adaptations for
survival, how to use cranberries to create art,
and the technology used to harvest the fruit
from flooded bogs. We took video virtual field
trips to cranberry farms to watch the harvesting
process. Other science connections: pectin in
the cell walls makes cranberry sauce gel, and if
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Classroom News continued from page 2
writing nonfiction to inform. Comparing the skills used
with nonfiction versus fiction has also helped us to
understand the extra brain work required when
working with nonfiction material. In math, we have
begun to introduce the important skills of
multiplication and division. We are starting slowly,
with problems students may already be familiar with,
in order to solidify concepts and build comfort when
working with these operations. DreamBox and Reflex
are helpful apps that will support our journey towards
mastery of these topics. We began this month with
science, learning all about ecosystems, systems,
adaptations, and food chains. We will end this month
with social studies as we study economics. We wish
our students and their families a safe and festive
holiday season!
Fourth Graders are finishing our
number sense fractions unit and then we
will be moving on to our multiplication
and division unit for the remainder of
December. It is beneficial to have your
child practice his or her math facts daily with Reflex
or flash cards. Students must be able to quickly recall
their base facts (multiplication/division) through
12x12. We have been exploring our solar system
during the months of November and December. We
have learned about the reasons for seasons, moon
phases, tides, day/night, the order/size of the planets
and characteristics of the sun, the moon and Earth.
Virginia history continues as students learn how the
Jamestown colony survived and even thrived despite
a rocky start. We are focusing on opinion and
nonfiction writing during language arts, learning how
to find evidence and create opinions that aid us as
we compose our Jamestown DBQ essays. In reading
we are learning different strategies to get the most
out of nonfiction books. Examples include finding
main ideas and supporting details and distinguishing
between facts and opinions. The fourth grade team
wishes you a wonderful and safe holiday season!
We’ll see you back in 2021!
Our Fifth Grade Sliders are off to a
great start in quarter two! In math, we are
moving into our algebra unit after wrapping
up our unit on fractions and decimals.
Ask your child to tell you how to find the
equivalent decimal for ⅕. (Answer: 0.2) Our
fifth grade scientists will finish the sound unit and
begin learning about light next. In social studies,
students are wrapping up our ancient Mesopotamia
unit and are excited to explore ancient Egypt next!
Ask your student about the four empires of Mesopotamia. Who was Hammurabi and was his Code of
Laws fair? Our fifth grade students have started our
informational writing unit which incorporates what

they have learned about the ancient civilizations in
social studies and the information they have
collected during reading. Ask your children to tell
you what new information they have gathered about
their designated civilization. In reading, students are
building nonfiction reading strategies to help them
decode when text gets more complex. Ask your
student to name types of text features (headings,
subheadings, table of contents, images, captions,
graphs) and the 5 text structures (cause/effect,
problem/solution, compare/contrast, chronological
order, description). We can’t believe it is almost
2021!

Department News continued from page 3
you blend cranberries with water and add a little
baking soda you will see that the red pigment acts
as a pH indicator! If you haven’t tried fresh cranberries, this is the time you can find them in the stores.
Try cranberry basketball (they bounce!), cranberry
art, tasting fresh cranberries, and cranberry recipes.

December is always an exciting time of year in the
Library! Our 4th and 5th graders are exploring primary
sources as a way of learning more about Jamestown
and ancient civilizations, respectively, and they are
doing a fantastic job thinking, analyzing, and asking
questions like historians. There’s so much we can
learn from looking at one painting or ancient text! We
have also set aside time to share what books we’re
reading, and it sounds like Sliders are still reading a
ton from home. Some books shared by 4th and 5th
graders were the Moon Base Alpha series by Stuart
Gibbs, the Keepers of the Lost Cities series by
Shannon Messenger, and The Secret series by
Pseudonymous Bosch. Third grade is working hard on
using nonfiction books to learn all about animals,
nonfiction text features, and animal adaptations. They
are becoming animal experts AND experts at using
nonfiction.
Second graders also learned about
nonfiction resources, including PebbleGo, a great
database to learn about all kinds of topics. We also
took the week before Thanksgiving to read Balloons
Over Broadway, a biography about the man who
created the still-famous Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade balloons. We took a look at some of today’s
balloons as well—maybe your second grader was able
to tell you all about the parade’s history while you
watched! Finally, we added several new ebooks to
our collection. If you’re looking for some holiday
reads, check out the “Winter Holiday eBooks” collection in Discover. There are books about Kwanzaa,
Hanukkah, Christmas, New Year’s, and winter!
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Thought of the Month:

December 7-11:

Hour of Code Activities

December 10:

Library Pickup, 2:45 PM

December 11:

Slider Spirit Friday

December 17:

Library Pickup, 2:45 PM

December 18:

Slider Spirit Friday-Wear
Your Favorite Holiday
Colors!

"Joy does not simply
happen to us. We have to
choose joy and keep choosing it
every day.”
~Henri J.M.
Nouwen

December 19-January 3: Winter Break—Office
is closed
School Returns

January 4-8:

Virtual Cardboard
Challenge Week

January 7:

Library Pickup, 2:45 PM



From the Tuckahoe Elementary Family to
yours, have a safe and wonderful winter
break and a happy holiday season!



January 4:



Perspective continued from page 1…

Each day students will have their
temperatures taken and respond to a series
of screening questions.

Our preparation processes continue to evolve
as we get additional guidance from APS. If you
have any questions about any of the
procedures, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
We can’t wait to have our kids back as soon as
possible.



Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here! Students are invited to wear any
Tuckahoe gear they have. Don’t have any yet? No worries!
Wear blue & yellow to show your Slider Pride!
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