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Is It Really That Time of Year Already?
It’s been a couple of years since this was last printed, and with so many new Tuckahoe families I thought that
it might be worth another repeat. While we still have our last couple of months to go for the 2020-2021 school
year, I want to give you some insight into the class placement process, which is actually quite complex. See
if any of your questions are answered through the Q & A format below:
Are class placement decisions for next year made before the end of the current school year?
Nope. While discussions begin toward the end of the year, class groupings are looked at throughout the
summer. Final decisions are not made until just before teachers return in August.
How does the process begin?
Later this month, teachers will sit together with their class lists. Together they work to craft groups that they
believe will work together successfully as a class next year. They strive for balance across many areas,
including gender, personality and temperament, strengths, and needs. Once they have tentative class
groups formed, they bring those to Mrs. McIntyre and me. We review those lists and make adjustments
based on information we may have about the students, either from working with them ourselves over time, or
discussions we’ve had with parents. Over the summer we frequently gain or lose students, or acquire
additional information about our kids, which we also take into consideration. Prior to teachers returning in
August the lists are finalized and assigned to teachers.
Why don’t you accept specific teacher requests?
Ah, the million dollar question. Most schools actually don’t honor requests for particular teachers. I will
illustrate some of the reasoning behind this with a multiple choice question. Which of the following do you
think I have experienced in the time that I’ve been at Tuckahoe? (If you’ve been with us a while you already
know the answer!...)
A) Parents have requested only one teacher for their child, and that teacher then decides to leave
Tuckahoe.
B) Two parents have requested that their children be separated, but unknown to one another, both
have requested the same teacher.
C) Two parents have requested that their children be placed together, but each prefers a different
teacher.
D) Five families have indicated that none of their children can be together, but we only have four
classes at the grade level.
continued page 5….
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on working independently and always putting forth
best effort which can be tough as the weather
warms up!

We are so proud of our Kindergarten students and how they learn
both online and in person. This
month we finished a unit on writing
“how-to” stories and we really enjoyed seeing their creativity as students flexed their
writing skills and wrote how-to stories such as riding
a bike or even how to make someone happy. In
May, students will begin writing opinion pieces, and
will share their opinions on different topics, along
with their reasons and why they feel that way. Students will also continue reading a variety of fiction
stories and will practice summarizing the most important parts of each story. We will also continue
learning spelling patterns to help sound out words
with blends such as ‘flat’ or ‘lost.’ In April, kindergarten students learned about coins and their values. We will continue to practice learning about
coins, and in May, we will also begin learning about
collecting and organizing data and putting this information in picture graphs and bar graphs. In social
studies, we will learn about people’s wants and
needs, and how people make choices. The wants
and needs unit will also tie into a science unit about
living and nonliving things. We will also learn what
all living things need to survive. Lastly, we will also
learn about community helper jobs and students will
have an opportunity to choose a job, learn more
about this job, and then dress up as this job on a
virtual day!
We look forward to all students
positively progressing in May and beyond.
First Grade is very excited for all of the
learning opportunities May has to offer! In
reading we are going to do several character
studies and learn to describe characters
not only based on what is on the outside,
but on how they feel and behave. We will
use these skills to help with our Writer’s Workshop
unit on realistic fiction. Students will create a
character and use their knowledge of story
elements to take their character on various
adventures. In math we are well into our unit
looking at word problems. Students will be asked to
ask questions and visualize problems before
beginning to solve. A strong emphasis is placed on
showing thinking on paper or in the Seesaw app. In
science/social studies we are excited to start
observing the lifecycle of the ladybug as first grade
has their very own Ladybug Land! We are also
studying economics and will soon study Earth’s
resources. A strong emphasis this month will be put

Breaking up is FUN to do when you
are talking about fractions! Second
Graders have spent quality time
learning to represent fractions in a
variety of ways including region, set,
and number line models. Students
also had their first opportunity to show off their
math knowledge by taking the county’s third quarter
assessment. Collected data will be used to guide
instruction in our last quarter. In science, students
learned that an environment includes both living
and non-living elements that support the basic
needs of all organisms. Students delighted in
choosing one specific habitat (such as “forest” or
“ocean”) to research and constructing three dimensional dioramas. These were proudly shared out in
their classrooms. In writing, students researched a
famous American and prepared an informative
poster to demonstrate the most important facts and
contributions collected about these characters. In
reading, we have reviewed the different parts of
speech (adjectives, nouns, and verbs) and long
and short vowel sounds. As part of the Positivity
Project, we discussed fairness and equality and
discussed how such important values are not always a guaranteed right in our world. As students
prepare to move forward as “rising third graders” it
is powerful to know that they are not just stronger
as academic learners, but they have also grown as
environmental stewards and culturally sensitive citizens. Way to go Second Graders – our world will
one day be a better place because of you!
Hopefully the April showers are behind
us, and we can have some warm sunny
days for recess! As schedules and classrooms are changing with returning hybrid
students, our Third Grade classes have
once again been able to quickly adapt to
their new environments and continue their learning
in a positive manner. Flexibility is the word of the
year! In math we are learning about different types
of measurement systems. We will continue to revisit all the topics we have studied this year as we
build our number sense and strengthen our math
skills. Students have been working hard, learning,
and asking questions all year. They are great mathematicians! In language arts we are starting to work
on refining our research skills! In reading we are
working in groups to research animals and learn
about synthesizing information. In writing we are
preparing to take that information and transform it
into our own informational texts. Social studies is
continued page 4...
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We’ve been really excited
about spring in Art class! Our
n artists have been using the
season as inspiration to incorporate rain clouds, umbrellas,
plants, animals and lots of color into their artwork.
Our third-fifth graders have been adding personal
symbols to their works of art and have studied the
artwork of Keith Haring and Giuseppe
Arcimboldo. Our younger grades are
beginning to explore paper manipulation. St
Students are still using supplies from
their kits. Please remember to look at the email
from homeroom teachers for what supplies your
students need for art each week. The next couple
of weeks students will be exploring paper manipulation, 3D forms, and collage, so gather up your
construction paper, scissors, and glue sticks.
The PE staff is excited about
Spring being in full swing and all
the beauty and great weather that
comes with it! During the month
of May, all students will be practicing
their manipulative and ball-handling skills through a
variety of dribbling activities. Please make sure
that your child has a bouncing ball that they can
use. We are instructing our 3rd-4th-5th graders
about caloric-intake and the body’s energy sources
for performing activities and work. These same
grade levels are also learning
about the macronutrients
contained within the 5 Food
Groups and are gaining an
understanding for just how
much energy they provide.
Grades K-1-2 are learning how movement and
exercise helps the human body grow. Students will
also be able to identify several major bones that
make up the human skeleton. In the 4th quarter,
some of our PE lessons will revisit skills taught
earlier in the school year along with some new
agilities. We will be recognizing the APS Bike,
Walk and Roll to School Month 2021 by posting
some Bike Safety videos to keep our students
safe. Finally, be on the lookout for information
contained on the Tuckahoe homepage and in the
Canvas Global Announcements about the
upcoming Virtual Tuckahoe Field Day.

Last week, 4th and
5th grade students were
asked to share their favorite
Music artists. We then
discussed the diverse cultural
backgrounds of our beloved
musicians and learned that many of them share
Arab heritage. The most iconic songs mentioned by
students were sung or produced by Arab
Americans. In recognition of Arab American Heritage Month, we celebrate amazing artists such as
Shakira, Paul Anka, Frank Zappa, Paula Abdul, DJ
Khaled, RedOne, and others and appreciate their
contribution to the music industry. The third grade
students are finishing up their Recorder Karate
curriculum. Students practice playing songs that
include low notes E and D, aiming to earn the
purple belt by the end of this year!
Prokofiev's
symphonic
fairy
tale
for
children Peter and the Wolf will surely amuse our
younger learners as they study orchestra
instruments.
From Mr. Natalie in the Instrumental Music Department:
I am excited to present the McKinley & Tuckahoe
Spring Recital for Instrumental Music.
APS Log In
♦ https://flipgrid.com/mcktucspring
♦ Select Join with Google
♦ Enter APS email
Guest Log In
♦ https://flipgrid.com/01102f89
♦ Password: Spring2021
Enjoy!
Mr. Natalie
A big highlight of STEAM
lessons with all grades at this time
is learning about cicadas! Students
want to know everything about the
incredible emergence of the local
17 year periodical cicadas (Brood X),
which will peak in May. We’re learning about the
classification, life cycle, adaptations, and role in the ecosystem
of these noisy but gentle bugs.
Cicadas do not sting or bite.
Their scientific name, Magicicada cassini, even has “magic” in it! We are looking
forward to observing cicadas in our schoolyard and
neighborhood!
continued page 4...
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Classroom News continued from page 2
taking us to our last ancient civilization, Mali. We will
then move to many individualized learning projects
that will cycle through learned material from this
school year. The excitement of the end of the year is
quickly approaching, and we plan to continue learning and growing together during our remaining time
in third grade!
Fourth Graders have been exploring measurement in math, learning
about our customary system of measurement versus the metric system.
Next, we will be exploring probability
and statistics. We are ready to spend the students’
last quarter as fourth graders working hard and
building a solid foundation of mathematical
knowledge to guide them through the rest of their
learning years! In science, we will be learning all
about the oceans. In social studies, fourth graders
are continuing to learn about the great commonwealth of Virginia. We’re covering over 400 years of
its history! This month, we’ll focus on Virginia after
the Civil War through today, including Reconstruction and our modern government and industries. In
reading, we enjoyed our book clubs so much that we
will start a second round of book clubs this month.
April was National Poetry Month and fourth grade
seems to be full of Dickinsons and Whitmans!
Throughout the school year students have been
exposed to a variety of poetry types and have
successfully been creating their own original masterpieces. Poetry promotes creativity and freedom in
writing and is a nice balance to the nonfiction writing
students practice in fourth grade. In May, we’ll continue to develop our writing skills through opinion
writing which children will write about topics they are
passionate about. We are ready to continue putting
forth our best effort for the last two months of our
school year. We still have lots of learning left to do!
We can’t believe it’s already May! Our
Fifth Graders wrapped up their measurement unit and have started to explore data
and probability. In science, we will
continue to learn about Earth’s ocean
environment, then begin our investigation of
cells and living systems! In social studies, we will
wrap up our unit on Ancient India. Our 5th grade
writers completed their Research-Based Argument
Essays this month. This piece involved researching
a topic, presenting/supporting an opinion with
evidence, and addressing counter-arguments in
their writing. Our 5th grade readers will begin their
last round of book clubs this month. We will focus on
the fantasy genre. Be sure to ask your children what
they are reading!

Department News continued from page 3

April has gone by fast in the Library, and it was
a great month! We’re very thankful to all the
appreciation from the school community for School
Library Month, and we’re also so happy to have so
many Sliders back getting books! We’re continuing
to get new books, and we are very appreciative
when students continue to return books from last
year! Our younger grades spent the month on
some outdoor-focused learning, with kindergarten
learning about national parks and 1st grade learning
about Beatrix Potter and the Peter Rabbit garden.
We did some of our own scientific drawings, just like
Beatrix did! Second grade learned about different
types of libraries and their community impact. We
read about Anne Carol Moore, one of the first
children’s librarians, and about Luis Soriano
Behorquez, a modern-day librarian who travels
around Colombia, bringing books to rural children
with his biblioburros. Third and fourth grades have
been brushing up on some reference skills, and 5th
grade has been working on a creative writing
project, inspired by illustrations from the book The
Imaginaries. It’s been a busy, productive month,
and we’re looking forward to finishing the year
strong!


Spring SOL Testing Dates are noted below for
grades 3-5. All tests will begin after morning
announcements. Please try to avoid appointments
or other absences on student testing days.
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May 17:
May 18:
May 20:
May 24:
May 25:
May 27:
June 2:
June 4:

Reading for virtual students
Reading for T/W students
Reading for Th/F students
Math for virtual students
Math for T/W students
Math for Th/F students
Gr 5 Science for virtual & T/W students
Gr 5 Science for Th/F students
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Perspective continued from page 1…
Answer? ALL of the above. Specific teacher
requests actually make the process more
challenging for us and simply can’t always be
honored. Teachers may decide to leave over the
summer. Grade level configurations may be
changed and not finalized until we’re into the
summer, so that requested teachers for next year
may not be where they are this year. We recognize that you know your children well, and respect
your insights as to how they function as learners.
We also have a sense of how our kids operate in
the school setting, and that factors into what we
think is appropriate based on our professional
knowledge and expertise as educators.
How about asking my child’s current teacher
for a specific placement next year?
This is not part of our process as discussed
above. Our teachers do not have the authority to
tell a parent which teacher his or her child will
have. It also puts teachers in an uncomfortable
position if asked to tell a parent which colleague
would be “good” or “bad” for the child. Teachers
may share input with us about the type of classroom environment that would best meet a child’s
needs, just as parents do, but they do not assign
specific teachers.
So do parents have any input into the placement process?
We absolutely value parent input into the process,
and it is used each year. While not required, parents are welcome to send us something in writing—email is fine—that describes the type of
classroom setting/environment that you feel would
best benefit your child, based on his or her
strengths, needs, social skills, personality, etc.
We keep all of this information in a file, and Mrs.
McIntyre and I take it into consideration when final
class lists and teacher assignments are made.
Specific teacher requests cannot be accepted. If you would like to offer some thoughts about
the environment that you believe would help your
child to be successful next year, please submit
those before Friday, July 16. Once the process
begins, new information coming in brings additional challenges. We will review information
that is submitted, but after July 16 we cannot
guarantee that it will be incorporated into
class grouping decisions.

And what if we don’t like the teacher assignment that comes in the welcome letter?
As a parent myself, I understand wanting to make
sure that my child gets the “best” teacher. That
said, I know that teacher reputations are often
based on what is shared on social media and in
the community. Often, requests to change classes have been made based on what parents have
heard about teachers, and for each negative comment that is circulated, I can produce testimonials
from parents indicating how that same teacher
was fantastic for their children. I recognize that
not all teachers are the right fit for all kids. But
that doesn’t mean that the teacher isn’t right for
any kid. Unless there has been direct experience
in the past, my belief is to let the process work
and give it a chance. We have had experiences in
which a parent was certain that the teacher would
not be right for her child only to come back later
and report that the class was in fact a good
match. Our goal is the same. We want the best
experience for our students just as our parents
do. Kids are also more resilient than we tend to
give them credit for. Not having his or her best
friend in class can turn out to be a positive.
Learning to adapt to a new teaching style is a
good preparation for future experiences. And,
every move that is made has a domino effect in
terms of class compositions and sizes. If there are
concerns before the start of school, I recommend
scheduling a time to talk with the teacher so that
questions can be asked and concerns shared so
that both home and school are on the same page.
From there we need to let the start of the year
take its course. Considerations for class changes
will not begin to take place during the first two
weeks of school and not without discussions with
the teacher.
I do believe in our process, one that has proven to
be overwhelmingly successful over the years, as
well as the strengths of our staff. So I ask that we
give that process a chance before making decisions based on the experiences of others. I have
also found as a parent that my reactions can easily influence my children’s, so maintaining a positive outlook goes a long way in helping our kids
start the year off on the right foot.
I hope that provides some perspective on our
class placement procedures. Feel free to drop us
a note if you would like to share information about
your child that you think will help inform the process.

Mitch Pascal
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Thought of the Month:

May 3-7:

Staff Appreciation Week

May 6:

Library/Materials Pickup,
3:00PM

May 7:

Slider Spirit Friday

May 9:

Mother’s Day

May 10:

Pop Up Book Fair, 2:00PM5:00PM

May 13:

Library/Materials Pickup,
3:00PM

May 14:

Slider Spirit Friday

May 17:

SOL Testing Begins

May 20:

Library/Materials Pickup,
3:00PM

May 21:

Slider Spirit Friday

May 27:

Library/Materials Pickup,
3:00PM

May 28:

Slider Spirit Friday—wear red,
white, and blue

"Optimism is the faith that
leads to achievement. Nothing
can be done without hope and
confidence. ”
~Helen Keller



This week, May 3-7, we are recognizing our
staff and appreciating all that they do for our
students and community. From working
tirelessly to teach and build relationships with
our kids, to mastering new technologies and
instructional models, thank you!

May 30-June 13: Reach for Uganda 5K/Fun
Run
May 31:

Memorial Day Holiday



Tuckahoe Slider Spirit Fridays are here! Students are invited to wear any
Tuckahoe gear they have. Don’t have any yet? No worries!
Wear blue & yellow to show your Slider Pride!
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School
Arlington Public Schools
6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213
703.228.5288
Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc)
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