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Welcome Back!
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year and the first issue of Tuckahoe Times! We publish the first Monday of each
month with some occasional exceptions such as this week due to holidays. The Newsletter lives on our Tuckahoe
home page, and links are sent through SchoolTalk, and via our Facebook and Twitter pages.
Despite our dealing with the pandemic and implementing processes that go along with this, we had a relatively great
first week of school, considering students are still getting used to being in school for a full day for a full week. Mrs.
McIntyre and I have enjoyed seeing all our Sliders return and begin in their new classrooms. There was such a
positive energy throughout the building, and kids seemed happy to see their friends and begin making new ones.
We’ve started the year where we typically do, reinforcing with students the importance of performing random acts of
kindness. We’re promoting the idea that doing kind things for others not only makes the recipient feel good, but
makes you feel good as well. As a complement to this, we’re all excited to continue working with the Positivity Project
(P2) this year. As we get started over the next couple of weeks, students should be sharing more about this program,
and you can always learn more from your child’s teacher. We also continue to operate under the framework of our
three R’s, Respect, Responsibility, and Remembering the Rights of Others.
A big thank you to the community and PTA for helping us to acquire multiple outdoor canopy tents. This has made it
possible for us to continue our outdoor lunch program when it is sunny and hot, and when there is light rain. We
appreciate our custodial staff for setting up and taking down all the tents each day. We will continue to eat outdoors
as much as possible. Students have done a nice job of spacing themselves out while still enjoying lunch with one
another. In just the small amount of time we’ve been in school they are already getting the routines down, making the
entire process run pretty smoothly.
A few other notes from the first week:
♦ As they did last year, students are doing a great job with their masks. They know when they need to keep
them on during the day and when it is appropriate for them to take them off.
♦ We recognize that one of our buses continues to come late every day and we have been in touch with
Transportation to see if this can be rectified. We appreciate everyone's patience.
♦ To aid with dismissal, we’re asking the following:
♦ Please do not park in the Kiss and Ride area to pick up students, so that the flow of cars can keep
moving
♦ We’d like to try and keep the space in front of the doors uncongested, so we’ll be leading our
walkers out to the right, to be picked up on the patio with the family bricks.
We have gotten off to a great start this year, and I anticipate a wonderful year for our Sliders. As has been the
message in past years, I believe we are all more successful when we maintain open communication with one
another. As questions or concerns arise, please contact your child’s teacher. More often than not, issues can be
resolved through a conversation. Our staff is committed to doing what is best for our children to the best of our ability.
Remembering that we share that common goal with you can go a long way to help us work together productively.
Staff looks forward to seeing you on Thursday evening at 7:00pm at Back to School Night!

Mitch Pascal
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Tuckahoe Preschool welcomed
an awesome group of preschoolers
on August 31. Everyone is excited
for a fun-filled year of learning! We
will have a language arts and math
block as well as Specials and plenty
of play time built into our schedule. In language arts
we will focus on our OWLS (Opening the World
through Leaning) curriculum, letter of the day,
Heggerty instruction and Lexia. Our time during
math will focus on Every Day Math in Pre K and
Numbers Plus. We have spent our beginning time
together talking about families and building our
classroom community! The children are loving our
outdoor time exploring the wonderful outdoor
learning spaces available at Tuckahoe.
We are so excited to be back
with our Kindergarteners! Students
spent the week learning about their
classmates, learning new routines,
and exploring the building and beautiful
school grounds. This week students made new
friends and met all of their specials teachers. We
read many new books and did lots of hands-on
activities. We will continue to practice routines and
create classroom rules in the coming weeks.
Please remember to send a nut-free snack and
pack it separately from students’ lunches. Please
also continue to send in a towel each Monday as
the grass might be wet. We will continue to eat
outside as much as possible, so please dress
accordingly. We look forward to getting to know
your child in the upcoming weeks! Looking forward
to seeing you at Back to School Night on
September 9th!
Welcome to the First Grade! All
three first grade classrooms had a
fantastic first week of school. We played
games and participated in activities
to help us get to know each other.
We also discovered that we all have
lots of things in common. In social studies, we
made rules for our classroom, and discussed how
they help keep us safe and learning. Our author of
the month is Kevin Henkes and we
have enjoyed many of his books already. The book
Chrysanthemum was a great book
for learning to appreciate ourselves for
who we are. It was also a book we
used to talk about being kind. Ask your

child to tell you how Chrysanthemum’s heart got
crumpled every time a classmate hurt her feelings.
We created an anchor chart for ways to smooth
crumpled hearts. You can make them feel better, but
they are still crumpled, so it is better to always be
kind. We started building our math community and
discussing multiple ways to approach a problem. We
are thrilled to be forming our new community in first
grade!
Welcome to a new school year! The
Second Graders have jumped right in
and are excited to be in 2nd grade! The
2nd grade teachers are glad to have
our students in our classrooms! We
have been doing “getting to know” you
games and activities so we can learn more about
each other. We have also read some great books
and had discussions related to our first day jitters,
good citizenship, and how to fill each other’s buckets.
We are practicing our active listening skills, setting up
our classroom rules, and sharing “All About Me”
bags. We look forward to learning much more about
each other as the school year continues.
Third Grade is off to a wonderful
start this year. We are learning how to
be engaged and respectful participants
in our classroom. In reading, we are
expanding our ability to talk about
books and recommend them to our
friends! In writing, we started working on our heart
maps and discovered all the different ways writing is
infused into our daily lives. In math class we are
developing into great mathematicians by learning
how to be active listeners, make connections
between math and our everyday lives, discussing our
thinking, and using various strategies to solve
problems. In social studies we are working towards
becoming better citizens by growing our understanding of civics. We are so happy to grow and learn
together this year!
Fourth Grade is so excited for this
school year! It has been wonderful to see
everyone in person and get to work
together. This year will be filled with new
processes, new experiences, new
concepts, and new ways to learn. We are
starting off our year by building a strong classroom
community, which is vitally important after being apart
for so long. We have a busy month ahead. In social
studies, students can look forward to learning about
Virginia geography. We’ll explore Virginia resources
in science class. We plan to instill
a love of reading and appreciation
of different genres all year. Make
sure to get those 30 minutes of
continued page 4...

Tuckahoe Times page 3

Teacher, Mr. Natalie, invites 4th and 5th-grade
students to join the band or orchestra. Please
send an email to Nicholas.natalie@apsva.us for
more information.

We are so excited to be here
at Tuckahoe teaching our amazing Art students in person! We
will explore a wide variety of
mediums, processes, and styles
of art work! We’ve kicked off the
year with an important message from the story
The Art Teacher is Weird. “In art you get to be
yourself and I think that’s okay.” Students have
been creating artwork that tells a little bit about
who they are and what makes them unique. It’s
going to be a wonderfully creative year!
Welcome Back to inperson learning for the 20212022 School Year! How
exciting it was seeing so
many happy faces returning to Music rooms! It
is truly an exciting time with all of the students
coming back and sharing their smiles with us.
We are so happy to introduce our new music
teacher to the Tuckahoe family. Ms. Chaitin is
very excited to be here! She is from Maryland
and graduated with a concentration in piano
from Towson University. She recently got her
master’s degree in teaching from Bowie State
University. She is very excited to see all
students in person and can’t wait to get to know
all her new students. We are so happy to have
her in our Tuckahoe family. We aim to inspire
our students to become “tuneful, beatful, and
artful”! We will make sure that our students
continue singing, dancing, playing classroom
instruments, and learning music fundamentals
with their face masks this year. At the
beginning of the year, all students will engage
in a variety of team-building activities. Students
will participate in different name games and
perform whole group rhythm and beat
exercises. We will also start developing active
music listening skills, where students will learn
to focus on individual elements in music. Every
year from September 15th through October
15th, we celebrate Hispanic Heritage month
with folk dance and music. Students will hear
and learn traditional dances from Bolivia, Peru,
and Mexico. Our wonderful instrumental

Mr. Corkins and Mr. Ferratt
would like to welcome ALL our
new and returning families to
Tuckahoe for the 2021-22
school year! We are so happy
to be back in the building and utilizing the
gymnasium space again. Also, we are looking
forward to having a lot of FUN! All Tuckahoe
Physical Education lessons taught by our
department will be conducted in the gymnasium
or outside, as much as possible, depending
upon weather and field conditions. Students
should have access to a full water bottle, wear
comfortable clothing, and possibly a back-up
pair of socks as the Tuckahoe Field may be
damp from morning dew. PE lessons will focus
on physical fitness, nutrition, team-building
activities, health education, and socialemotional learning. At present, all grade levels
are
getting
to
know
their
fellow
classmates.
However, we will be quickly
moving outdoors to start a throwing and frisbee
unit which will include team relays, Kan-Slam,
Frisbee golf and throwing frisbees to a target/
partner. We look forward to meeting ALL the
Tuckahoe Families during our upcoming Virtual
Back-To-School Night, Thursday, September
9th.

Happy new school year! We are so happy
to have Sliders back in the Library. We’ve
been able to see almost every class week 1,
and are looking forward to seeing everybody by
the end of week 2. We are checking out lots of
library books, and we’ve had lots of books
returned from previous years, so please don’t
hesitate to return old books! We love getting
them back. With our younger grades this
month, we’ll be focusing on library skills like
remembering to bring books back and how to
check out, and grades 2-5 will work on skills
like locating library materials. This will help
students understand how the library is laid out
continued page 4...

Tuckahoe Times page 4

Classroom News continued from page 2...
reading in every day. We are ready to grow our
brains! In math, we are working on math talk,
problem solving skills, and data/place value.
One signature activity that starts in 4th grade is
Instrumental Music.
Classes will take place on
Mondays this year. It’s not
too late to join! You can
reach out to Mr. Natalie for more information.
Fourth grade is looking forward to a wonderful
year. Tuckahoe Rocks!
The Fifth Grade team is extremely
excited to get the new year started in
our classrooms! During the first week,
the students have spent time learning
routines and getting to know each
other better. The remainder of the month will be
dedicated to working on personal narratives,
analyzing theme, studying energy, reviewing
math facts, and learning about early humans.
We have many different activities planned for
the first month, and we are eager to get started!
For more information on what is going on in our
classrooms, please refer to our Canvas homepages. Please help your child check the Assignments and Announcements
page in Canvas daily. Follow us
on Twitter, @TuckahoeGrade5,
for pictures and moments captured throughout the day’s
activities!

Department News continued from page 3...
and be able to find books for themselves! If you
have any library-related questions, please don’t
hesitate to reach out. We also have some
useful resources on the library page of the
Tuckahoe website, including our policies and
some how-to videos. Happy reading!
It has been wonderful to see
students in my classroom in
person! I am excited to have the
opportunity to work with every
Tuckahoe class every week this
year! In STEAM class, we will connect naturebased and hands-on learning activities to core
curriculum concepts, strengthen skills by
engaging in problem-solving, and enrich
learning with real-world connections to inspire

and stimulate student interest. We will make
use of the Discovery Schoolyard as well as
the
classroom.
Communication
and
collaboration skills will be nurtured through
class discussions and student sharing of
strategies and findings as they carry out
experiments and other hands-on learning
activities. All grade levels are starting the
year with opportunities to practice making
observations and inferences - a perfect place
from which to launch scientific inquiry.



Welcome Back Tuckahoe Sliders!! The
Counseling Department is so excited for the
new adventure that awaits this 2021-2022
school year. We are so happy to be welcoming
students back into the building. Ms. Knight and
Mrs. Vollmecke are available to all students
and families to navigate this transition back into
the building. Ms. Knight and Mrs. V will begin
coming to each class this month for monthly
counseling lessons. Classroom lessons will
take place 1-2x per month. This month our
theme for lessons is Identifying Feelings.
Another intervention counselors use is small
group counseling sessions. More information
will be provided in the future. In the meantime
Ms. Knight and Mrs. V will be hosting lunch
bunch groups to get to know all the new faces
here at Tuckahoe. Students in grades 3-5 in
need of support from the school counselor are
able to self-refer using the student referral form
that will be linked to their teacher’s Canvas
homepages. K-2nd grade students are able to
tell their teachers who can submit an online
referral form. Teachers and parents can also
request support from the counselor using our
Parent/Teacher referral form. This form can
also be found on the Tuckahoe website under
the Counseling tab. Please feel free to contact
me at any time throughout the year if I can be
of any service.
Sincerely,
Tiffaney Knight, School Counselor
tiffaney.knight@apsva.us
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Thought of the Month:

♦

September 9: Back to School Night, 7:00 PM

♦

September 10: Slider Spirit Friday

♦

September 16: Yom Kippur Holiday, No
School

♦

September 17: Slider Spirit Friday

♦

September 24: Slider Spirit Friday

♦

September 29: Early Release, 1:26 PM

“My mission in life is

not merely to survive but to thrive;
and to do so with some passion,
some compassion, some humor, and
some style .”
~Maya Angelou

PTA Meeting, October 12, 7:00 PM
 

We’d like to welcome our newest
staff members to the Tuckahoe
Family!

Jennifer Chaitin, Music
Kristen Overstreet, Speech
Samuel Silverman, OT
Dina Nimatallah-Martyn, Sped Asst.
Diana Lauver, Nurse
Melissa Molina, Educational
Administrative Coordinator



Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here! Students are invited to wear any
Tuckahoe gear they have. Don’t have any yet? No worries!
Wear blue & yellow to show your Slider Pride!
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School
Arlington Public Schools
6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213
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