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Is It Really That Time of Year Already? 

Welcome back to Tuckahoe Times!  We were on hiatus while I was out on leave but have returned for the 
last two editions of the year. While we still have seven weeks to go for the 2021-2022 school year, it’s time 
for this annual article that tries to give some insight into the class placement process, which is actually quite 
complex.  See if any of your questions are answered through the Q & A format below: 

Are class placement decisions for next year made before the end of the current school year? 

Nope.  While discussions begin toward the end of the year, class groupings are looked at throughout the 
summer.  Final decisions are not made until just before teachers return in August. 

How does the process begin? 

Later this month, teachers will sit together with their class lists.  Together they work to craft groups that they 
believe will work together successfully as a class next year.  They strive for balance across many areas,   
including gender, personality and temperament, strengths, and needs.  Once they have tentative class 
groups formed, they bring those to Mrs. McIntyre and me.  We review those lists and make adjustments 
based on information we may have about the students, either from working with them ourselves over time, or 
discussions we’ve had with parents. Over the summer we frequently gain or lose students, or acquire        
additional information about our kids, which we also take into consideration.  Prior to teachers returning in 
August the lists are finalized and assigned to teachers. 

Why don’t you accept specific teacher requests? 

Ah, the million dollar question.  Most schools actually don’t honor requests for particular teachers.  I will     
illustrate some of the reasoning behind this with a multiple choice question.  Which of the following do you 
think I have experienced in the time that I’ve been at Tuckahoe? (If you’ve been with us awhile you already 
know the answer!...) 

 A)  Parents have requested only one teacher for their child, and that teacher then decides to leave 
       Tuckahoe. 

 B)  Two parents have requested that their children be separated, but unknown to one another, both 
        have requested the same teacher. 

 C)  Two parents have requested that their children be placed together, but each prefers a different   
        teacher. 

 D)  Four families have indicated that none of their children can be together, but we only have three 
        classes at the grade level. 
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                        The Preschoolers are looking 
     forward to Life Cycle May! This is  
     always a thrilling time of year as  
     we observe caterpillars changing  
     into butterflies and larvae growing  
     into ladybugs. The kids are super 
excited and we have lots of fun learning activities to 
complement this fun unit.  The preschool just    
completed participating in the Learning through the 
Arts Wolf Trap Visiting Residency Program. Our 
most favorite resident artist, Miss Michele, joined us 
for 7 in-class sessions. She read books, the       
children acted out stories, and we created fun crafts 
to complement the lessons that were delivered. We 
were very happy to have this program back in    
person as we participated virtually last year. Please 
ask the children about this time together – they will 
share fun memories!  Please look for us outdoors 
learning in one of the many outside learning spac-
es. During our time with Ms. Egan we have cleared 
small debris from in and around Peter Rabbit Gar-
den. Our most recent favorite activity is digging for 
worms in the flower beds. The children chose an art 
project to be presented in the Art Walk later this 
month. In PE, we have had relay races while hold-
ing a spatula and balancing an egg.  As the month 
moves forward, we will enter our end of year as-
sessment window. The four year-olds in the pro-
gram will participate in PALS and VKRP. Please 
look for the results to be shared with each family! 
 

     Kindergarten students were excited  
to end April with our Annual Egg Drop!  
Kindergarteners designed and tested  
egg contraptions at home in hopes of  
having their egg survive a drop from the roof! 
Thank you to all of our families who supported their 
children at home in the design process and those 
that were able to join us for the “drop!” A special 
thank you to those brave teachers and principal 
who dropped eggs from the roof. In May, we’re 
looking forward to learning more about animal and 
plant life cycles, data collection, and our upcoming 
Outdoor Learning Days. During our Outdoor     
Learning Days, students will have the opportunity to 
explore our beautiful school grounds while using 
their five senses to learn about birds, insects, and 
patterns found in nature. Be on the lookout for more 
information from your child’s teacher! As the   
weather gets warmer, please remember to send a 
water bottle with your child to school.  

     First Grade is very excited for all 
        of the learning opportunities May has to 
        offer! In reading we are going to do 
  several character studies and learn 
  to describe characters not only 
  based on what is on the outside, but 
on how they feel and behave. We will use these 
skills to help with our Writer’s Workshop unit on  
realistic fiction. Students will create a character and 
use their knowledge of story elements to take their 
character on various realistic adventures. In math 
we will be collecting and analyzing data to make 
comparison statements. In science, Ladybug Land 
is here! Ladybug larvae have arrived and we will 
watch them grow and eventually release them into 
the garden. We are also learning about the parts of  
plants and pollinators. We will then study Earth’s 
resources. A strong emphasis this month will be put 
on working independently and always putting forth 
best effort which can be tough as the weather 
warms up!  
 

     It has been a busy month for Second  
Grade.  In math, we worked on multi-step  
word problems.  The second graders also  
wrote their own problems that were  
included in our math lessons. That was  
great fun for all!  In science, we studied plant  
and animal life cycles. In social studies, the        
students learned about famous Americans such as 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Cesar Chavez, and Christo-
pher Columbus. Our writing units focused on poetry 
and opinion writing.  The second graders had some 
creative ideas for their finished projects. Our      
current unit of study for reading is nonfiction ani-
mals.  We learned about the main idea, animal sur-
vival instincts, body facts, fun facts, and reviewed 
nonfiction text features.  Hopefully we will continue 
to have some more warm weather so that outdoor 
recess is jacket free!  The 2nd graders (and their 
teachers) have been enjoying the fresh air!  
 
          Hopefully the chillier weather is 
             behind us for good, and we can con-

  tinue with more of these warm sunny 
  days for Third Grade recess! In 
  math, we are in the midst of our re-

  turn to fractions. We are working on 
adding and subtracting like fractions (fractions that 
have common denominators). In reading we are 
working in groups to research animals and learn 
about synthesizing information. In writing, our third 
graders have been practicing their cursive and 
have also done some letter writing. Our third grade 
scientists will be focusing on the importance of soil 
along with weathering and erosion. Once we finish  
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              We’ve been busy as al- 
        ways this spring in the Art  
        room! All students in grades  
        Pre K-5 have been creating  
        ceramic pieces that are fired 
here in our very own kiln. Look forward to these 
beauties coming home soon! We’ve also been 
working on all types of 2D works ranging from 
paper weavings, paintings, radial symmetry  
designs and  portraits to one point perspective 
drawings. This month all of our artists are     
selecting a piece that will be displayed in our in 
school Tuckahoe Art Gallery. We’ll be doing 
gallery walks with all of our students and plan 
to photograph the displays and share pictures 
with our families. Stay tuned!    
 

      Happy spring to all Tuckahoe  
families!  The PE Staff is looking  
to take advantage of the spring  
weather with many scheduled  
outdoor activities.  Please have your child dress 
appropriately for the weather conditions.  Your child 
should be wearing proper footwear and layered 
clothing.  Water bottles are highly recommended 
along with a head covering.  Our Kindergarteners 
are working on cooperative skills with a parachute, 
locomotor movements, jump roping, and tossing/ 
catching skills. The 1st and 2nd grades have been 
learning and practicing bowling skills, as a lead up 
to playing and scoring games.  They are also  
learning several different major bones of the human 
body and being able to choose nutritious foods to 
stay healthy. The 3rd grade has been leaning about 
macronutrients and identifying foods for My-
Plate.  They are also practicing their vertical/
horizontal jumping, landing skills, and learning 
about Integrity and Etiquette during activities and 
game play.  The 4th and 5th graders are finishing 
up a Pillow Polo games unit.  They are learning 
about the hazards of too much salt and sugar in 
one’s diet, as well as dietary recommended daily 
allowances (RDA) and how to read a food label.  As 

a reminder, all 3rd graders will be swimming from 
May 4th–6th.  Please make sure your child has 
submitted his or her field trip permission form to the 
classroom teacher.  Each student should have a 
swimsuit, pool towel, and bag ready for this activity. 
       

    

           In April, our upper- 
   grade Music students  

  learned the most challenging  
   rhythms and played them on  
   tempo using unpitched      
percussion instruments. They also learned Rondo 
Form, and it was awesome to watch their incredible 
creative Body Percussion Rondo Forms via See-
saw. In addition, they started to play simple penta-
tonic song assembles on the Orff Instruments. They 
will learn Pentatonic Scales and compose their 
songs or music pieces on pitched percussion instru-
ments. Second graders learned the instrument fami-
lies of the orchestra. They also explored the Theme 
and Variations form used by Benjamin Britten in his 
composition “The Young Person's Guide to the Or-
chestra,” and will continue analyzing this work. First 
graders learned to read, notate, and perform pat-
terns that include a quarter and two-eighths notes. 
They have been working on the advanced skill of 
recognizing different rhythms and playing many un-
pitched percussion instruments. First and second 
grade students play simple Mi, Sol, and La-pitched 
songs on the Orff instruments. The youngest Sliders 
learned to differentiate between long and short 
sounds and explored simple rhythms through fun 
interactive singing and movement activities. Also, 
they play simple Mi and Sol pitched songs on the 
glockenspiels. During Earth Day, our students 
learned how reducing, reusing, and recycling can 
help us, our community, and the environment by 
saving energy and helping protect polar bears. 
They learned many songs, dances, and poems re-
lated to nature.  After two years, we had a fantastic 
in-person Spring Concert! Fourth and fifth grade 
instrumental and chorus students worked hard to 
practice and learn their parts. The chorus students 
practiced after school and learned every song's lyr-
ics, melody, and parts to capture the beauty and joy 
of the Spring Concert. We had a full house! It was 
great to see our supportive parents after two years 
too. Special thanks to our chorus parents, who took 
the students to practice. Without your help, our 
performance would not have been possible. 

 

     Recent STEAM activities have  
included ramp and car experiments  
for multiple grades that provided  
engaging practice with experimental  
design steps and vocabulary. Other  
recent topics for which learning included fun hands-

on activities included: Pre-K-schoolyard exploration 
and feeding/observing fish and turtles, K–forces, 
light/shadows, Grade 1-birds and insects, Grade 2 - 
animal adaptations, Grade 3-modeling of papyrus-

making and mummification of apple slices, Grade 4 
- impacts of invasive species, Grade 5-human   
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Classroom News continued from page 2 
           

up this unit we will be jumping right back into our 
ancient civilization studies with Ancient Greece! The 
excitement of the end of the year is quickly          
approaching, and we plan to continue learning and 
growing together during our remaining time in third 
grade!  
 

      Fourth Grade students have been  
exploring measurement in math, learning  
about our customary system of measure- 

ment versus the metric system. We are  
ready to spend the students’ last quarter  
as fourth graders working hard and building a  
solid foundation of mathematical knowledge to guide 
them through the rest of their learning years! In 
reading, students have wrapped up their historical 
fiction book clubs and have been exploring the   
concept of literary themes. We developed our      
fluency and acting skills through Reader’s Theater 
productions. Throughout the school year students 
have been exposed to a variety of writing types. We 
successfully researched and wrote an informative 
essay about a country in the world. We took a short 
trip into poetry and analyzed poems for their deeper 
meaning. Poetry promotes creativity and freedom in 
writing and is a nice balance to the nonfiction writing 
students practice in fourth grade. In May, we’ll    
continue to develop our writing skills through poetry, 
paragraph of the week, and cross-curricular         
exercises. Fourth graders are continuing to learn 
about the Commonwealth of Virginia. We’ve covered 
over 400 years of its history! This month, we’ll focus 
on Virginia in the 20th century and today, including 
our government and major products and industries. 
We are ready to continue putting forth our best effort 
for the last two months of our school year. We still 
have lots of learning left to do!  
 

        We can’t believe it’s already May! 
            Our Fifth Graders will be beginning  
            our measurement unit and will start to 
  explore data and probability. In sci- 
  ence, we will continue to learn about 
  Earth’s changing surface and the 
rock cycle. In social studies, we will study the       
ancient cultures of Mesoamerica. Our 5th grade writ-
ers completed their Research-Based Argument   
Essays this month. This piece involved researching 
a topic, presenting/supporting an opinion with      
evidence, and addressing counter-arguments in 
their writing. Next up: we’ll be writing literary essays. 
Our fifth grade readers will be working on theme, 
figurative language, impact of setting on plot, and 
character development. Students will begin their last 
round of book clubs later this month. We will focus 
on the fantasy genre. Be sure to ask your children 
what they are reading!  
 

 

Department News continued from page 3 
 
impacts on water quality. The gorgeous profusion of 
colorful tulips in the Friendship and Peter Rabbit 
Gardens are a reminder of all the planting work 
done by students last fall! Spring plantings include 
assorted vegetables planted by first graders, and 
perennials and a new redbud tree planted by the 
Green Team. We have had two wonderful Garden 
Workdays already this spring, with family volunteers 
working together to keep our outdoor learning   
spaces student-ready. Please join us if you can for 
the remaining two: Sunday 5/22, 1-3 PM, Saturday 
6/11, 9AM-12PM. You can sign up at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4fafad2da3fd0-

tuckahoe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
      

 





Spring SOL Testing Dates are noted below for 
grades 3-5.  All tests will begin after morning        
announcements. Please try to avoid appointments 
or other absences on student testing days.  
 

♦ May 17:   Reading Gr. 3-5  
♦ May 25: Math Gr. 3-5 

♦ June 1: Social Studies Gr. 4   

  Science Gr. 5 

 

Global Dance 
Party 

Thanks to all who joined us, and to     
DJ Eric for spinning the tunes! 



    Mitch Pascal 

Perspective continued from page 1… 
 

Answer?  ALL of the above.  Specific teacher  
requests actually make the process more       
challenging for us and simply can’t always be 
honored. Teachers may decide to leave over the 
summer. Grade level configurations may be 
changed and not finalized until we’re into the 
summer, so that requested teachers for next year 
may not be where they are this year.  We recog-
nize that you know your children well, and respect 
your insights as to how they function as learners. 

We also have a sense of how our kids operate in 
the school setting, and that factors into what we 
think is appropriate based on our professional 
knowledge and expertise as educators. 

How about asking my child’s current teacher 
for a specific placement next year? 
 
This is not part of our process as discussed 
above. Our teachers do not have the authority to 
tell a parent which teacher his or her child will 
have. It also puts teachers in an uncomfortable 
position if asked to tell a parent which colleague 
would be “good” or “bad” for the child. Teachers 
may share input with us about the type of     
classroom environment that would best meet a 
child’s needs, just as parents do, but they do not 
assign specific teachers. 
 
So do parents have any input into the      
placement process? 
 

We absolutely value parent input into the process, 
and it is used each year.  While not required,   
parents are welcome to send us something in 
writing—email is fine—that describes the type of 
classroom setting/environment that you feel would 
best benefit your child, based on his or her 
strengths, needs, social skills, personality, etc.  
We keep all of this information in a file, and Mrs. 
McIntyre and I take it into consideration when final 
class lists and teacher assignments are made. 
Specific teacher  requests cannot be            
accepted.  If you would like to offer some 
thoughts about the environment that you believe 
would help your child to be successful next year, 
please submit those before Friday, May 20. Once 
the process begins, new information coming in 
brings additional challenges.  

And what if we don’t like the teacher             
assignment that comes in the welcome letter? 
 

As a parent myself, I understand wanting to make 
sure that my child gets the “best” teacher. That 
said, I know that teacher reputations are often 
based on what is shared on social media and in 
the community.  Often, requests to change     
classes have been made based on what parents 
have heard about teachers, and for each negative 
comment that is circulated, I can produce         
testimonials from parents indicating how that 
same teacher was fantastic for their children.  I 
recognize that not all teachers are the right fit for 
all kids.  But that doesn’t mean that the teacher 
isn’t right for any kid.  Unless there has been    
direct experience in the past, my belief is to let the 
process work and give it a chance. We have had 
experiences in which a parent was certain that the 
teacher would not be right for her child only to 
come back later and report that the class was in 
fact a good match. Our goal is the same.  We 
want the best experience for our students just as 
our parents do.  Kids are also more resilient than 
we tend to give them credit for.  Not having his or 
her best friend in class can turn out to be a     
positive.  Learning to adapt to a new teaching 
style is a good preparation for future experiences.  
And, every move that is made has a domino     
effect in terms of class compositions and sizes. If 
there are concerns before the start of school, I 
recommend scheduling a time to talk with the 
teacher so that questions can be asked and    
concerns shared so that both home and school 
are on the same page. From there we need to let 
the start of the year take its course.  Considera-
tions for class changes will not begin to take place 
during the first two weeks of school and not    
without discussions with the teacher. 
 

I do believe in our process, one that has proven to 
be overwhelmingly successful over the years, as 
well as the strengths of our staff.  So I ask that we 
give that process a chance before making        
decisions based on the experiences of others. I 
have also found as a parent that my reactions can 
easily influence my children’s, so maintaining a 
positive outlook goes a long way in helping our 
kids start the year off on the right foot. 
  
I hope that provides some perspective on our 
class  placement procedures. Feel free to drop us 
a note if you would like to share information about 
your child that you think will help inform the     
process. 
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Thought of the Month:  

"Success is not final, failure is 
not fatal; it is the courage to 

continue that counts. ”  
                  

            ~Winston Churchill  
                 

                         

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Stephanie McIntyre, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Slider Spirit Fridays are here!  Students are invited to wear any      
Tuckahoe gear they have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!    

Wear blue & yellow to show your  Slider Pride!  



May 2-6:        Staff Appreciation Week 

May 2:        Eid Holiday 

May 3:        Virtual PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 

May 4:         Walk & Bike to School Day 

May 5:        ETC Performance, Gr. 3 & 5  
         7:00PM 

May 6:        Slider Spirit Friday 

May 6:        ETC Performance, Gr. 2 & 4 

         7:00PM 

May 8:        Mother’s Day 

May 13:        Slider Spirit Friday 

May 14:        PTA Tuckahoe Trivia Night 

May 17:        Gr. 3-5 Reading SOL 

May 20:        Slider Spirit Friday 

May 25:        Gr. 3-5 Math SOL 

May 27:         Slider Spirit Friday—wear red, 
         white, and blue 

May 30:        Memorial Day Holiday 

June 1:        Gr. 4 Social Studies SOL  
         Gr. 5 Science SOL 

     This week, May 2-6, we are recognizing our 
staff and appreciating all that they do for our  

students and community.  From working  
tirelessly to teach and build relationships with 
our kids, to mastering new technologies and  

instructional models, thank you! 


