
CCT STRATEGY HIGHLIGHT

The Critical and Creative Thinking (CCT) Strategy
highlight for this volume is FFOE. 

FFOE stands for Fluency, Flexibility, Originality, and
Elaboration.

Purpose: to promote divergent thinking and advanced
problem-solving skills

How to Use:
Can be used across subject areas
For review after a unit/lesson or to introduce a new
concept

Connect:
sarah.weisz@apsva.us

@TuckahoeAACADVANCED ACADEMICS

WHAT ARE THE PARTS OF FFOE?
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FLUENCY

In 3rd grade, students had the opportunity to engage in an FFOE
thinking routine during their CKLA animal adaptations unit. 

ELABORATION

WHAT CAN FFOE LOOK LIKE
IN THE CLASSROOM?FFOE

CONTINUED

FLEXIBILITY

ORIGINALITY

Here’s a 1st
grade example
of FFOE using

a science
standard.



MATH RESOURCES

GRADE
2 3AND
EXAMPLE

This curricular resource provides meaningful practice of
high-priority skills through games, computational mini-
assessments, and independent activities to maximize
number and operations learning. 

NIMBLE WITH NUMBERS

In this sample Nimble with Numbers game, students can play as a whole class or
small group. The goal is to record numbers in ascending order using digit cards.
Students draw two digit cards to create a number to place on the path. For
example, if they draw a 2 and a 9, they can place either 29 OR 92 on the path. 

As students start to place the numbers on the path from 10 to 100, they have to
make decisions using their knowledge of place value. Will they place is closer to 10,
or closer to 100? Why?

As spaces start to fill up, they may find they aren’t able to record a number based
on previously placed numbers. Players draw cards until most have completed a
path from 10 to 100. 



NIMBLE WITH NUMBERS

GRADE
5

EXAMPLE

HOME CONNECTION

In these 5th grade
Nimble with Numbers
examples, students
search for a trail through
the decimal numbers
using either addition and
subtraction, or
multiplication and
division. Students should
find paths that use each
cell only one time. Their
trails should produce
correct answers. 

(Gr. 3-5) Try out a related math game at home that supports
this work. Prime Climb is a game that can be a fun way to
solidify their understanding of prime numbers under 100.

CONTINUED

https://www.amazon.com/Math-for-Love-Prime-Climb/dp/B00PG9590G/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=prime+climb&qid=1667831195&sr=8-2


ELA RESOURCES
DBQ PROJECT

Document-Based Questions (DBQ) - Each unit is inquiry-based and requires students
to analyze a series of historical documents in order to answer a particular
question (i.e. Was Hammurabi’s Code just?). Students must analyze primary and
secondary source documents in order to form and justify an opinion. These
documents can be historical paintings, letters, sculptures, charts, graphs, maps,
poems, etc. The process provides opportunities for investigation, debate, and
written responses. DBQs often allow for a cross-curricular learning opportunity
with social studies content. 

PLASTIC
WATER

BOTTLE DBQ

 NILE
RIVER  
DBQ

Students are given
charts, graphs, and an
excerpt from an
interview which detail
plastic water bottle
usage and its impact.
Then, they develop an
essay arguing their
opinion.

Students analyze a
map, tomb painting, a
Nile River flood chart,
and poem in this DBQ.
Then, they create an
essay explaining the
impact of the Nile
River on Egypt. 



PROJECT ZERO
HIGHLIGHT

Color, Symbol,

Image (CSI)
Purpose: Students identify and
narrow down essential ideas from
reading, watching, or listening.

How? Students choose a color to
represent their learning, then a
symbol, and finally an image.

Example:
2nd graders read a chapter in a
novel and then chose a color
that they felt represented the
chapter. Then they picked a
symbol that represented the big
idea in the chapter. Finally, they
drew an image that shows the
the essential idea of the
chapter. Students then
explained why they made those
choices in their CSI.

Enhances comprehension of
reading, watching, or listening. 
Asks students to synthesize
learning 

WHY IS CSI EFFECTIVE? 

CSI after
reading a book

CSI for a
book club
chapter

2ND GRADEKINDERGARTEN


